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LEADERS: For this season, we are taking a break from our normal icebreaker questions and moving into deeper 
conversations by asking some key accountability questions. Depending on the size of your group, you may not make 
it through all of the questions. If that's the case, please consider choosing one or two questions and sticking with 
those each week. Insist that all members of your group participate in answering. As your people begin to anticipate 
your questions, they will begin to think about them throughout their week, opening doors for a deeper, intimate 
relationship with God. 

● Where have you seen Jesus this week? 
● What are you reading in your Bible right now? 
● What have you done this week to further the gospel? This could be by sharing your story, or take an intentional 

step toward that end by building a relationship with an unbeliever. 
● Have you spent quality time with your family this week? 

 

LET US KNOW IF WE CAN HELP!  Contact your campus groups director or email us at discipleship@rockbridge.cc 
 
 
MAIN POINT: The Church was created by sacrifice, to live sacrificially. When the church lives sacrificially, 
Christ is seen more clearly.  
Read this out to the group as a type of road map for where the discussion should go. 
 
Passage(s) to Read: 2 Samuel 24:10-25  
 
Passage Summary: David is convicted over his “census” sin and then moved by God’s mercy to embrace that God is 
worthy of costly sacrifice (see v. 24). God’s worth in our hearts grows as we understand His justice (what we deserve) 
and His mercy (what we receive). His worth then bears fruit in our lives in the shape of sacrifice. 
Read the Summary out loud before the passage.  This will help set up the direction of the discussion. 
 
DISCUSSION:  
1. What does it mean to be sacrificial? Think of a time when you saw someone sacrifice something for 

someone else and share it with the group. 
2. Why was it punishable for David to complete a census? 

In principle, it isn't sinful for a commander to count his troops in order to know if he has sufficient numbers to go to 
battle. But, the Lord had made it clear to David that He, not the army, was the source of Israel's strength. Satan 
had tempted David to meet a legitimate desire by illegitimate means rather than relying completely on the Lord. It 
should be noted that the command was clearly evil to those serving David, as demonstrated by Joab’s reaction to 
it.  

3. The punishments God gives David to choose from all are very painful and difficult.  To us, it might seem 
overly cruel from such a loving God.  However, when we look from the lens of God’s love, what was he 
trying to teach both David and the people? 
First, God is trying to teach us that our sin truly is destructive and costly.  It not only affects us, but it 
affects our families, our coworkers, our neighbors, and our communities.  We never sin in a way that only 
affects us, because we have others in our lives.  Also, God is trying to show David that the more authority 
and position any of us are given, the more costly and destructive our sin will be. That is the nature of 
authority.  We have tremendous power to bless or harm. 

4. Have you ever been in a season of life that in hindsight was “discipline” from God? What did it look like, and 
how did you come to the conclusion that it was that type of season?  How did it impact others in your life?  



5. David refuses Araunah's gift stating, "I will not sacrifice to the Lord my God burnt offerings that cost me 
nothing". Take a moment to reflect on what you give to God, and how you follow him.  What has following 
Jesus cost you? If not much, why do you think so?  

6. What might God be asking of you right now that you are struggling to give? How can this group support 
you in taking that step? 

 
 
STEPS OF OBEDIENCE  
As an offering of worship and fellowship as a group, try bringing to the Lord all the aspects of Himself which 
He brings to mind in prayer. Take turns giving thanks for what God has taught you through the message this 
week.  
 
PRAYER TIME 
● If anyone in the group has a special prayer request, make sure that is shared with the group. 
 


