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MAIN POINT: 
● Instead of focusing  on “when” we die, maybe we should be asking, “Where do I need to die in order to see new life 

from God?” 
 
INTO THE WORD:  
Before reading this passage as a group, consider the following Core Questions.  Read these questions aloud to frame up 
your discussion. 
1. What does this passage reveal about what God is like? I.e. Obvious statements, attributes of His character, 

ability, etc. 
2. What are some key words or phrases and how do they help us understand what is being said? 
3. Is there some kind of action that we are called to?  A sin to confess?  Something to thank God for?  Someone 

to pray for or encourage?  A behavior I need to change? 
 
Passage Summary: After raising Lazarus and triumphantly entering Jerusalem, Jesus’ popularity is growing so much 
that even Greeks are interested in Him. Into this dynamic, Jesus teaches that it is not enough to be interested in Him 
but to identify with Him in His death.  
 
Passage(s) to Read: John 12:17-28  
 
DISCUSSION:  
1. Discuss the core questions as they relate to the passages. 
2. In verses 17-19, what is the reason we see the crowd following Jesus growing larger? Why did this upset 

the Pharisees? 
3. Verse 24 speaks of a grain of wheat. What spiritual principle was Jesus teaching through this agricultural 

illustration? 
4. The one who loves his life will lose it, and the one who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 

What does this mean and how can you apply it? 
5. According to verse 26, what must one do to serve God? 

 
APPLICATION: 
6. Where is Jesus calling you to die so that you might live? What area of your life do you recognize is too 

self-centered? 
7. What do you tend to hold on to and love that gets in the way of following  and obeying Jesus?  
8. What does it mean to lose your life overall?  How does this show up in the life of a Christian on a day-by day 

basis? 
 
 
STEPS OF OBEDIENCE  
Think about one area you need to die to in order to see new life from God?  Share your answer with someone 
in the group and commit to praying for yourself and for them. 
 
PRAYER TIME 
● Pray for an opportunity to serve others with a renewed heart filtered through self-denial.  
● If anyone in the group has a special prayer request, make sure that is shared with the group. 
 


