
  Rock Bridge Small Group Discussion Guide 
  Warrior – Part 4 
  LEADER GUIDE 
 

 
LEADERS: Be the best leader you can be for your family, for your world and for your small group! 
 

● We cannot give others what we do not have ourselves.   
● If we want others to experience life in Christ, we must be active participants in that as well.   
● We will have tough seasons, but we should set the example of pursuing Jesus in our daily lives.   

 

As Jesus said in John 15:5. “I am the vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in me and I in him produces 
much fruit, because you can do nothing without me.” 
 

Stay connected to Him, and you WILL bear MUCH FRUIT! 
 
 
ICE BREAKER: 
● What has been an area of victory for you in your life?  (Finances?  Parenting?  Staying in shape, diet, etc?) 
   
MAIN POINT: 
● Everyone loves the fruits of victory but not the routines that maintain it and grow it. 
Read this out to the group as a type of road map for where the discussion should go. 
 
INTO THE WORD:  
Before reading this passage as a group, consider the following Core Questions.  Read these questions aloud to frame up 
your discussion. 
1. What does this passage reveal about what God is like? I.e. Obvious statements, attributes of His character, 

ability, etc. 
2. What are some key words or phrases and how do they help us understand what is being said? 
3. Is there some kind of action that we are called to?  A sin to confess?  Something to thank God for?  Someone 

to pray for or encourage?  A behavior I need to change? 
These are questions that can/should be used to help teach basic Bible observation.  Use the same questions each week. 
It is good to have them read the questions prior to reading the passage so that they read with the questions in mind. 
 
Passage Summary: After the great victory against Midian, Chapter 8 reveals and foreshadows coming problems. In a 
variety of situations, Gideon displays a pattern of inconsistency, not one that will sustain the victory. Even though 
Israel would enjoy peace for 40 years, they did not establish the pattern to sustain it. 
Read the Summary out before the passage.  This will help set up the direction of the discussion. 
 
Passage(s) to Read: Judges 8:1-35 
 
DISCUSSION:  
1. Discuss the core questions as they relate to the passages. 
2. In v. 1-3, discuss Gideon’s response to the Ephraimites.  Based on the incredible victory, what would have 

been a faith-filled answer vs. a political and manipulative answer that did not glorify God’s work? 
While we don’t know the whole answer, Gideon could have stood firm on the work of God.  God had brought them 
this far, and God should have been the one getting all the glory.  The Ephraimites not called out because God had 
sent almost all the army home.  Gideon seems to shift to man-pleasing in the heat of this situation.   

3. In v.4-9 Gideon gets angry with the people of Succoth.  How does his reaction seem to you?  How would 
you characterize his mindset at this moment?  What attitudes might have taken over? 
By his boastful threats, Gideon has now become very confident in his 300 men and their ability to bring retribution 
on the people of Succoth.  This is simply pride, and a sense that God is with them and they are strong in Him.  But 
Gideon should have been more humble, and continued to walk in a sense of fear of God 



4. In v. 22-35, talk about Gideon’s behaviors.  How do they reflect or fail to reflect someone surrendered to 
God?  What did the nation of Israel seem to learn from the whole miracle? 
Gideon allows idol worship of a type to come about under his watch.  He seems to give way to “fear of men” and 
caves to cultural pressures.  But he does reject being their king, even though he takes spoils from the people, and 
apparently ends up being a type of ruler for them. 

 
APPLICATION: 
5. What are some times or situations where you have struggled to speak truth to people when it might not be 

what they want to hear?  What did these situations look like? 
6. It has been said that often times we face our greatest failures just after a great victory.  Why do you think 

this is so?  How do victories sometimes push us into “lowering our guard” against the enemy? 
7. What does it mean for you to pay attention to your patterns?  What did you learn from the message about 

this? 
8. In what areas do you need to commit to greater consistency?  Talk about those with the group. 
 
STEPS OF OBEDIENCE 
● Each person in the group name their area of consistency, and discuss one step they can take in this area. 

Commit to taking that step in the next 7 days if applicable. 
 
PRAYER TIME 
● Pray for each other on the action step from above, and for this to be a year of consistency and faithfulness. 
● If anyone in the group has a special prayer request, make sure that is shared with the group. 
 


