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Quick Draw 
The Good Samaritan 
 

 

 
Pete is one of my favorite people. He’s exciting, fun, always loves a good conversation, 

and is incredibly intelligent. Pete also lives in a car around the corner from our church building. 
One night, after getting back from a gathering of friends, I was unloading some coolers of left-
over food. As I was doing so, I saw Pete walk by, talking aloud to no one. Pete doesn’t suffer 
from a mental illness, he just suffers from incredible loneliness. Homeless people like Pete are 
often starved for community and human interaction. They’re often outcasts, marginalized, and 
even dehumanized.  

In the parable of The Good Samaritan, Jesus tells the story of a man who was treated in 
a similar fashion. The man was beaten, robbed, and left for dead on the side of the road. People 
who should have known better simply walked around him and dehumanized him. They made 
the conscious decision that the half-dead man was not worth helping. In not assisting the man, 
the priest and the Levite both communicated to him that they did not value the gift of life that 
God had given him, and at the deepest of levels, they ignored the core truth that the man was, 
in fact, made in the image of God.  

There are so many layers to this parable. For me, though, I relate most to the question 
asked by our Lord, “Which of these…do you think was a neighbor?” As Jesus points out through 
the parable, our neighbor is anyone in need. For me, that’s Pete!  

After I finished unloading the supplies out of my car, I brought some food to Pete and we 
talked about current events. The time spent with Pete meant the world to him—and to me too! 
As you prepare to lead kids and teams this week, ask yourself, “Who is my neighbor?” Who do 
you know that is in need? Is it the guy in the cube next to you? The fella that you share a 
commute with? The single mom across the street? When we “act neighborly” and reach out to 
those in need, we humanize people and speak to the deeper truth that they are loved by God 
and are made in His image.  
 
John Garrison 
GO! Contributor 

BIG IDEA: Jesus wants me to love everyone. 

BIBLE BASIS: Luke 10:25-37 

KEY VERSE: “Love your neighbor as you love yourself.” Mark 12:31 
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Helping Quiet Kids to Open Up 
 
Cricket. Cricket. Cricket. This is the sound that emanates from a group filled with quiet kids. Fortunately, 
it’s not often that you’ll have a group made up entirely of kids who are “vocally challenged.” Quiet kids are 
often deep thinkers with quiet spirits. That’s not a bad thing at all! Nevertheless, it’s important that you 
create a safe environment where (with a little bit of encouragement) they’ll be willing to share their 
thoughts and feelings with others. This gives them the opportunity to voice their struggles, challenges, 
fears, hopes, and dreams. You never want to force a kid to share, so here are a few tips that will help 
encourage them to share.  
 
Engage them outside of group: Some kids need to know and trust you before they’re willing to open up 
in a group. Take some time during drop-off or pick-up time to talk one-on-one with your quiet kids. As they 
become more comfortable with you, they’ll be more likely to share during group time. 
 
Seat the kids in a circle: When kids are seated in a clump rather than a circle, it’s easy for kids with less 
inclination for sharing to hide or get lost in the back of the cluster. 
 
Call on quiet kids directly: Sometimes quiet kids need to feel invited into a conversation. When you call 
on a kid directly, it communicates that you want them to be a part of the group and that you’re interested 
in what they have to say. 
 
Be okay with silence. It might take some kids a moment to put words to their thoughts. That’s okay! 
Don’t feel the need to “rescue” them too quickly. If they can’t or don’t want to join the conversation just 
yet, that’s okay too. But don’t let that be the last time you call on them. 
 
Affirm them after sharing: For some kids, sharing aloud in a group is a huge emotional and social risk. If 
you affirm them after sharing, it greatly increases the chance they’ll share again. A simple, “Wow! I love 
the way you think!” or “Great answer—thanks for sharing!” will often do the trick. 
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Along with your other play time activities, present the following activity to children as they first 
arrive in the preschool room. Choose a leader to facilitate the activity. The activity is designed to 
introduce kids to the Bible story and Big Idea for the day. 
 
DOCTOR IN THE HOUSE 
Supplies: Doctor play set (1) 
 
Directions: One at a time, choose different children to pretend like they have the ailments listed 
below. Direct the other children to use the objects from the doctor play set to help them. While 
they are working on their “patient,” ask how else they could show love to the sick or hurt person. 
 
Ailments: 

• Broken leg 
• Scraped knee 
• Cut on the arm 

• Sore throat 
• Bad cold 
• Bump on their head 

 
Say: You did a great job taking care of each other! In our true Bible story for today, there’s a 
man who gets really hurt. Fortunately, a nice person helps take care of him. We’re learning that 
Jesus wants us to show love to everyone. 
 
Question: Who takes care of you when you’re sick or hurt? What do they do to show you love? 
 
 

  

There are multiple activity options designed to help kids remember the Bible story and Big Idea, 
discover personal application, and to respond to God through art, prayer, and Bible reading. 
Offer as many activities as your time and space allows. 
 
SICK, SAD, OR HURT 
Supplies: Stuffed animal or doll (1 per group) 
 
Say: In today’s true Bible story, the Good Samaritan showed love to the hurt man. We’re going 
play a game that helps us think of how we can show love to someone who is sick, sad, or hurt.  
 
Directions: Introduce the children to your stuffed animal or doll. Tell them your animal is not 
doing so well and needs their help. One at a time, present the situations below to the children 
and have them play act with the animal to show how they would love someone in that situation.  
 
Situations: 

• Scraped her knee 
• Feels sad 
• Sick in bed 
• Lost her dog 

• Misses her dad 
• Started a new school 
• Scared of a thunderstorm 
• Doesn’t have anyone to play with

Question: Do you know someone who is sick, sad, or hurt? How could you show them love? 
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GET WELL CARD (Application Activity) 
Supplies: “Get Well Card” printout (1 per child), Band-Aid (1 per child), sticker googly eyes (2 
per child), markers (If your googly eyes are not sticky, you will need a glue stick.) 
 
Say: In our true Bible story for today, the Good Samaritan showed love to the hurt man. We’re 
going to show love to a hurt or sick person by making them a “Get Well” card.  

                                                                                                                           

 
 

Question: What else could you do to show love to someone who is sick, sad, or hurt? 
 
 
BLUBBERING BALLOON (Bible Memorization Activity) 
Supplies: Balloon (1 per group) 
 
Today’s Bible verse: 
“Love (hug yourself) your neighbor (point toward children) as you love (hug yourself) yourself 
(point to self).” Mark 12:31 (extend hands like you’re holding a book). 
 
Directions: Practice the above verse with the children a few times. When ready, blow up a 
balloon. Pinch it closed, but do not tie it off. Count to 3, then release the balloon so that it flutters 
and flies through the air. Challenge the children to recite the entire verse before the balloon runs 
out of air and falls to the ground. Repeat multiple times. If the children struggle to finish the 
verse before the balloon runs out of air, give them a head start before releasing the balloon. 
 
 
QUICK DRAW (Bible Story Review Activity) 
Supplies: Blank piece of paper (1 per child), markers or crayons 
 
Directions: Give each child a sheet of paper and some markers or crayons. Tell them to draw 
the pictures below one at a time. (Each of the pictures were previously drawn as a part of the 
Bible storytelling time.) As the children are drawing the pictures, ask them to recount the part of 
the story that goes along with that picture. They should be able to remember, but if necessary, 
you can use the short description to give them hints or remind them. Continue until the entire 
story has been recounted. 
 
Pictures: 

• Robber with mask and money bag— Robbers attacked a man and hurt him. 
• A road—Two men saw the hurt man, but walked past him on the other side of the road. 
• Band-Aid—The Samaritan saw the hurt man and put bandages on him. 

Directions: Give each child a copy of the “Get Well” card. Tell the 
children to stick their Band-Aid up and down in the blank space on the 
card. At the top of the Band-Aid, have the children place two googly 
eyes. When finished, have the children draw arms, legs, a mouth, and 
hair on and around the Band-Aid in order to make it look like a person. 
(See picture for example.) While the children are creating, ask them if 
they know anyone who is sick or hurt. If they do, ask who it is and 
what’s wrong with them, then encourage them to give their card to that 
person. If they don’t, have them hold onto the card until they know of 
someone who needs it.  
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• Donkey—The Samaritan put the hurt man on his donkey and took him to an inn. 
• Coins—The Samaritan gave the owner of the inn 2 coins to help care for the hurt man. 

 
 
PRAYER FOR THE SICK (Response to God Activity) 
Supplies: GO! Home Guide (1 per child), crayons. 
 
Directions: Give each child a GO! Home Guide and some crayons or markers. The sheet will 
have a space for children to draw. Tell the children to draw a picture of someone they know who 
is sick, sad, or hurt. When finished, have the children show their picture and tell about it. 
 
Say: In our true story for today, the Good Samaritan showed love to the hurt man by helping 
him. One of the ways we can show love to people who are sick, sad, or hurt is to pray for them. 
Let’s say a prayer to God and ask Him to help the people in our drawings.  
 
Prayer: Begin by asking if any of the children would like to pray. Allow any children who want to 
pray the opportunity to do so. When they’re finished, pray for each of the people in the children’s 
drawings. Ask God to heal them and to help them feel loved. 
 
 
COLORING SHEET AND SNACK TIME (GO! Deeper Activity) 
Supplies: Bible story coloring sheet (1 per child), markers or crayons, snack of your choice, 
napkins. 
 
Directions: Give each child a Bible story coloring sheet and some crayons or markers. While 
the children are coloring, give them a snack to eat and ask the following questions to help them 
go deeper into the story: 
 
Question: Why do you think the first two men passed by without helping the hurt man? Why do 
you think the Good Samaritan stopped to help the hurt man? 
 
Question: What would you have done if you saw the hurt man lying in the road? Why? 
 
 


