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Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater 
The Shepherds Proclaim: Jesus is Born 
 

 

 
 

 
I grew up in a church that had a special tradition every Christmas called “Giving to Christ at 

Christmas.” It was a simple idea—most people give gifts to just about everyone we know during the 
month of December, but we often forget to give a gift to the person that the season celebrates…Jesus! 
After all, Christmas is a giant birthday party for Him; how could we possibly lose sight of giving a gift to the 
guest of honor? 

As we prepare to tell the story of the Wise Men to the children this week, remember their spirit of 
giving and worship towards Christ. Whether you give your time, your resources, or your worship, ask 
yourself this question: Have you given your best and biggest gift of the season to the One who gave 
everything to us? 
 
 
Rebecca Crews 
GO! Team Member 
  

BIG IDEA: Jesus is God’s gift to the world, so we can share that gift 
with others. 

BIBLE BASIS: Luke 2:1-21 

KEY VERSE: “After the shepherds had seen [Jesus], they told everyone. 
They reported what the angel had said about this child.” 
Luke 2:17 (NIrV) 
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Helping Kids Navigate the Bible 
 
“The B-I-B-L-E, Yes that’s the book for me! Unless you don’t know how to navigate it, in which case it just 
sits on your shelf collecting dust.” I like to imagine that these were the original lyrics to the famous Bible 
song. (Whatever it lacks in sing-ability, it makes up for with raw honesty.) The Bible is the greatest book 
ever written—it’s a book that has the power to not only change our lives, but our eternities as well. But 
how can God’s Word truly plant itself in a kid’s heart if they don’t know how to read it for themselves? 
Helping kids learn how to navigate the Bible is one of the most important things we can do. Here are a 
few tips to help you do exactly that: 
 
Show them the bones: Teaching kids about the basic “bones” of the Bible will help them get around on 
their own. Show them how the Bible is broken into 2 sections (Old and New Testament) and 66 books. 
Show them how each book is broken into chapters (the big numbers) and verses (the little numbers).  
 
Teach them about the Table of Contents: Some kids are Bible whizzes and can recite the 66 books in 
order and flip to them like lightning. For the rest of the kids, though, the Table of Contents can be a 
valuable tool. Point your kids to the Table of Contents and show them how to find a book quickly. 
 
Let them see you do it: Flip through your own Bible as you explain. Let the kids see you navigate the 
Bible as you illustrate each step. 
 
Don’t be a Bible hog: Instead of just reading to the kids, challenge them to look up the verses for 
themselves. It will take more time for the kids to find it, but it’s worth the investment. 
 
Give space, give hints, give answers: When you give the kids a verse to look up, first give them space 
to find it on their own. After a moment, give them hints on where to find it. “It’s in the Old Testament.” “It’s 
close to the middle of the Bible.” “Look for the big number 28.” Finally, when enough time has passed, 
help the kids who are struggling. If there are kids who are new to the Bible or continually struggle, spend 
some extra time with them afterwards. 
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“BILLY BOB’S BANYARD THEATER” COMMUNITY BUILDER 
Say: Can you believe it? Christmas is finally here! Today we heard all about the first Christmas ever!  
 
Question: What is the best gift you’ve ever received?  
 
Question: Did you tell people about it? Who did you tell and why? 
 
 

  

INVITATION CREATION (Application Activity) 
Set up: Cut enough pieces of cardstock paper in half so that every kid can have a half sheet. Consider 
having some extras in case some kids want to invite multiple people. Determine what kind of materials 
you would like to provide for the kids to create their invitations. Possible options include: markers, 
crayons, green and red glitter, and Christmas stickers. You might also want to include a small candy cane 
for each kid to attach to their invitation. 
 
Say: Today we learned how the shepherds shared the good news about Jesus with everyone they could. 
One of the best ways that we can share the good news about Jesus with others is by inviting them to 
come to church with us. To help us with that, we’re going to create our very own invitations to give to our 
friends and family. 
 
Question: Do you have any friends or family who don’t know Jesus or who don’t go to church? Who is it, 
and could you invite them to church with you?  
 
Question: What kind of things could you write on your invitation? 
 
Directions: After brainstorming with your group about who to invite and what to write on the invitations, 
give each kid a half sheet of cardstock paper. Place the decorating supplies in the middle of the group. 
Tell your group to begin creating their invitations. When they’re finished, consider having the kids practice 
what they’ll say when they invite their friend to church with them. 
 
Note: During Christmas time, there may be an increase in the number of kids who are visiting for the first 
time. If you have a new kid in your group, be sure to welcome them and thank them for coming. Invite 
them to return next week and encourage them to bring a friend. 
 
BIBLE BOMBARDMENT (Bible Memorization Activity) 
Set up: For each small group place a long tape line on the floor. 
Directions: Place the “Bible Verse” sign in the middle of your group. Read the verse several times with 
your group so that they can begin to memorize it. Today’s Bible verse says: 
 

“After the shepherds had seen Jesus, they told everyone. They reported what the 
angel said about this child.” Luke 2:17 (NIrV) 
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Divide your group into two teams. Choose one kid from each team to be the “cupbearer.” Have the 
cupbearer kneel down approximately 4 feet (1.2 meters) from the tape line and hold a plastic cup to the 
top of their head. Give all of the other kids 3 cotton balls and tell them to gather behind the tape line while 
facing their teammate with the cup. On the count of 3, have all of the kids begin throwing their cotton balls 
at their cupbearer, attempting to land it in the cup. They may not cross the tape line. (Hint: It’s easier to 
score a cotton ball in the cup if the cupbearer tilts forward a bit.) When finished, count up how many 
cotton balls each team got in their cup. However many cotton balls the team scored is how many times 
the other team has to recite the verse aloud. Play multiple rounds and allow different kids to be the 
cupbearer. 
 
Question: What do you think the shepherds told everyone about Jesus?  
 
 
HANG A PRAYER (Group Prayer Activity) 
Directions: Give every kid in your group a plastic or cardboard ornament and some markers. Tell the kids 
to spend a few minutes writing their name on the ornament and decorating it however they would like. 
When time is up, have the kids place their ornament in a large Christmas stocking, bag, or bucket. Next, 
have the kids take turns pulling an ornament out and reading the name aloud. If they happen to pull out 
their own, have them put it back and draw again. When a name is pulled out, have that person share a 
prayer request. Everyone should listen carefully to the request, but encourage the person who drew that 
name to pay special attention. The person who drew the name will hang the ornament in their room or on 
their tree and pray for that person every time they see it. Continue taking turns until all of the ornaments 
have been drawn. Finish by closing in a group prayer. 
 


