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Maisy Has a Message 
An Angel Visits Mary and Joseph 
 

 

 

 
Luke 1:37 says “Nothing is impossible with God.” Here is a short list of the impossible 

that God has accomplished: 
 
1. Created the Universe 
2. Produced a worldwide flood 
3. Delivered ten plagues in Egypt including total darkness for days 
4. Created a burning bush that didn’t get consumed 
5. Divided the Red Sea 
6. Made a rod change into a serpent 
7. Fed thousands daily with manna from Heaven 
8. Created flowing water from a rock 
9. Divided the Jordan River 
10. Made the walls of a fortified city fall down 
11. Caused the sun and moon to stay motionless 
12. Made a donkey speak 
13. Filled jugs with oil that never ran dry 
14. Fed 5,000 with only a little 
15. Healed many illnesses and diseases 
16. Protected followers from a blazing fire 
17. Protected Daniel from hungry lions 
18. Allowed Jonah to be swallowed by a giant fish and survive 
19. Provided money in a fish’s mouth 
20. Designed miraculous conceptions 
21. Turned water into wine 
22. Changed the weather on command 

BIG IDEA: All of God’s words are true. 

BIBLE BASIS: Luke 1:26-56; Matthew 1:18-25 

KEY VERSE: “Your word is truth.” John 17:17 
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23. Walked on water 
24. Imparted resurrection of and from the dead 
 

Somehow, I can read a list of the amazing and impossible miracles God performed and 
still question His personal interaction and desire to answer my “impossible” needs. I struggle to 
always remember that He is with me and nothing is impossible with Him. Nothing. I have to 
remind myself daily that I serve an amazing, unimaginable, awe-inspiring, loving, and protective 
Father that wants me to thrive and glorify Him. He is the God of the impossible. We can lean on 
Him always because He is with us always. Nothing is impossible with Him!! 
 
 
Mindy Rausch 
GO! Team Member 
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How to Manage Preschoolers using “Choice Reduction” 

Preschool kids live in a world where the vast majority of choices are made for them, but at the 
same time, they are autonomous individuals who want to feel like they are making their own 
decisions. When an adult’s authority clashes with a child’s autonomy, argument and 
misbehavior are often the result. But with “Choice Reduction,” everybody wins! “Choice 
Reduction” is when you reduce the number of choices for a child to 2 (or 3) choices that are 
acceptable to you, but at the same time allow the child to feel like a decision maker. That’s a 
win-win! Here’s how it can work for you: 
 
Create acceptable choices: Let’s say you’re seated in a circle with the kids during small group 
time. There’s a kid named Noah who can’t stop talking to his friend. He’s not only being a 
distraction to the friend, but he’s a distraction to you and the entire group. So you say to him, 
“Noah, you need to make a choice. Do you want to sit quietly right there next to your friend, or 
do you want to sit quietly next to me?” Most often, the child will select from one of your choices 
and you can stop here. 
 
Restate the choices: Occasionally, a child might try to push for a 3rd, less acceptable, option. 
In this example, Noah might say, “I don’t want to sit here anymore. I want to play with the toys.” 
In that situation, you would say, “That’s not a choice.” Then repeat the two choices, “Would you 
like to sit quietly next to your friend, or do you want to sit quietly next to me?”  
 
State the consequences: Your biggest concern is that Noah sits quietly somewhere in the 
group, you don’t care where. But Noah feels like he has a choice. “I’ll sit quietly by my friend,” 
he says. “That’s a great choice!” you say back to him, then continue. “But if you can’t stick with 
that choice, then I’m going to make the choice for you.”  
 
Follow through: Noah is generally a good kid, so he’ll most likely follow through with his 
choice. But if he doesn’t, you say, “Noah, it looks like you’re struggling to make the right choice, 
so I need you to come sit quietly next to me.” 
 
Nobody likes to be told what to do all the time. You don’t and I don’t. But sometimes we forget 
that kids don’t either. With “Choice Reduction,” everybody gets a choice and everybody wins!  
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Along with your other play time activities, present the following activity to children as they first 
arrive in the preschool room. Choose a leader to facilitate the activity. The activity is designed to 
introduce kids to the Bible story and Big Idea for the day. 
 
PICTURE PUZZLE 
Supplies: Mary and Angel story picture (1) 
 
Preparation: Cut the picture into pieces by cutting along the lines.  
 
Directions: Give the children the pieces to the picture puzzle and tell them to reassemble the 
picture. When finished, the picture will reveal a scene from today’s Bible story. Ask the children 
what they think is happening in the picture. Ask what they think the angel is saying to the girl. 
 
Say: In today’s Bible story, an angel has a very important message for a girl named Mary.  
 
Question: How would you react if an angel visited you with a message? 
 
 

  

There are multiple activity options designed to help kids remember the Bible story and Big Idea, 
discover personal application, and to respond to God through art, prayer, and Bible reading. 
Offer as many activities as your time and space allows. 
 
SNOW BLOWERS (Application Activity) 
Supplies: Cotton balls (1 per child), paper plates (1 per child), tape (1 roll) 
 
Say: In today’s Bible story, we learned that all of God’s words are true. I’m going to read you 
some words from the Bible. If you think they’re true, we’re going to blow these snow balls and 
shout, “All of God’s words are true.” 
 
Directions: Place two perpendicular lines of tape on the floor about 6 feet apart. Give each 
child one cotton ball and one paper plate. Have the children place their cotton ball on one of the 
lines. Tell the children that you’re going to read a verse from the Bible (see below). If they think 
the verse is true, they must use their plate to fan the snow balls across to the other line. When 
they reach the other line, they must shout, “All of God’s words are true.” Continue until all of the 
verses have been read. 
 
Bible Verses:  

• Do not be afraid for I am with you. (Isaiah 43:5) 
• Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. (Psalm 136:1) 
• How you made me is amazing and wonderful. (Psalm 139:14) 
• The Lord is our God. The Lord is the one and only God. (Deuteronomy 6:4) 
• Great is our Lord. His power is mighty. (Psalm 147:5) 
• I can do all this by the power of Christ. He gives me strength. (Philippians 4:13) 
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• Children, obey your parents in everything. That pleases the Lord. (Colossians 3:20) 
• God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son. (John 3:16) 

 
Question: Jesus is God’s one and only son. Why do you think God gave us Jesus? (Answer: 
So that Jesus would die for our sins and so we could live with Him forever in Heaven.)  
 
 
TRUTH OR TALE (Application Activity) 
Supplies: Fictional storybook for preschoolers (1 per group), Bible (1 per group) 
 
Say: Sometimes it’s hard to know if a story is true or not true, but we know that all of God’s 
words are true. I’m going to read you two stories and I want you to tell me if they’re true or not 
true.  
 
Directions: Begin by reading a fictional storybook to the children. When finished, ask the 
children if the story was true or not true. Ask them why they think that. Next, open the Bible and 
read the story of Jesus’ birth from Luke 2:1-7. When finished, ask the children if the story was 
true or not true. Ask them why they think that. Tell the children that we know the story of Jesus 
is true because it’s in the Bible. 
 
 
SNOWBALL FIGHT (Bible Memorization Activity) 
Supplies: Crumpled paper (1 piece per child) 
 
Today’s Bible verse: 
“Your (point up) word (extend hands like you’re holding a book) is truth (two thumbs up).” John 
17:17 (extend hands like you’re holding a book). 
 
Directions: Practice the above verse with the children a few times. When ready, give each child 
a crumpled piece of paper and tell them to pretend like it’s a snowball. Stand about 6 feet from 
the children. Tell the children they can throw their snowball at you, but only after saying the 
Bible verse. As a group, say the verse together, then let the children throw their snowballs. Play 
additional rounds, but for each round, move one step further from the children. 
 
 
REINDEER DASH (Bible Story Review Activity) 
Supplies: Hershey’s Kisses®—holiday colors (1 per child) 
 
Directions: Spread out some Holiday Hershey’s Kisses® on one side of the room (red, silver, 
and green). Tell the children to run like a reindeer across the room, pick up one Hershey’s 
Kiss®, and run back with it. Ask the children who returned with a red Kiss® to recount the 
beginning of today’s Bible story. When finished, ask the children who returned with a silver 
Kiss® to recount the middle of the story. Finally, ask the children who returned with a green 
Kiss® to recount the end of the story. As the children are recounting the story, allow them to eat 
their Hershey’s Kiss®. 
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BEST GIFT EVER (Response to God Activity) 
Supplies: GO! Home Guide (1 per child), crayons. 
 
Directions: Give each child a GO! Home Guide and some crayons or markers. The sheet will 
have a space for children to draw. Tell the children to draw a picture of a happy face. When 
finished, ask the children to show their picture and to tell everyone why baby Jesus makes them 
feel so happy. 
 
Say: Baby Jesus is the reason we celebrate Christmas. Many years ago, on the first Christmas 
ever, God gave us His Son, Jesus. Baby Jesus is the best present ever! We’re going to say a 
prayer and tell God why baby Jesus makes us so happy. 
 
Prayer: Begin by asking if any of the children would like to pray. Allow any children who want to 
pray the opportunity to do so. When they’re finished, close the prayer by thanking God for baby 
Jesus and telling Him why the gift of His Son makes you so happy. 
 
 
COLORING SHEET AND SNACK TIME (GO! Deeper Activity) 
Supplies: Bible story coloring sheet (1 per child), markers or crayons, snack of your choice, 
napkins. 
 
Directions: Give each child a Bible story coloring sheet and some crayons or markers. While 
the children are coloring, give them a snack to eat and ask the following questions to help them 
go deeper into the story: 
 
Question: What was your favorite part of today’s story? Why did you like that part so much? 
 
Question: How do you think Mary felt about being Jesus’ mommy? Why do you think she felt 
that way? 
 
 
 


