
Rock Bridge Small Group Discussion Guide 
Be Like Jesus – Part 6 
PARTICIPANT GUIDE 
 

 
ICE BREAKER (Optional):  
• What’s the most daring or risky thing you’ve done? Some examples: hang-gliding, skydiving, rappelling, 

bungee-jumping, etc. 
   
MAIN POINT: 
• When I die to myself, I become my best/true self. 
 
INTO THE WORD: 
Before reading this passage as a group, consider the following Core Questions.  Read these questions aloud 
to frame up your discussion. 
1. What does this passage reveal about what Jesus is like? I.e. Obvious statements, attributes of His 

character, ability, etc. 
2. What are some key words or phrases and how do they help us understand what is being said? 
3. Is there some kind of action that we are called to?  A sin to confess?  Something to thank God for?  

Someone I need to pray for or encourage?  A behavior I need to change? 
 
Passage Summary: Much of Luke 9 centers around Jesus’ identity as well as dying to our own wills.  Jesus’ 
disciples are faced with the question of who He is and the implications of following Him. Embracing Jesus’ 
true identity is foundational, because in embracing Him as Lord we can become who God made US to be. 
 
Passage to Read: Luke 9:18-27, 44-48 and 57-62.  
 
DISCUSSION:  
1. Discuss your thoughts from the core questions listed above. 
2. The crowds of the day (v. 19) obviously saw Jesus as a powerful man sent from God.  Why do you think it 

was so hard for them to recognize who He truly was: The Messiah?   
3. In Luke 9:23, do think Jesus was trying to "step on toes" or present a challenge? Now read Luke 9:25.  

We could say that Jesus in "love" wanted His disciples to consider the costs of not following Him, not 
denying self for Him. What are some of the costs of non-discipleship? 

4. Jesus was completely clear that He was going to die and had to die.  He said this in the midst of 
conversations about what it meant to follow Him.  Why do you think He did that? 

5. Why is being childlike also related to dying to ourselves?  What’s the connection? 
6. Why is greatness to God being the least of all?   
 
APPLICATION: 
1. Based on what we have read today how do you want to be more like Jesus? 
2. As a group, brainstorm some of the "paradoxes" of Jesus. How does this help you worship Him more 

accurately and/or passionately? 
3. In the message, Matt listed 5 paradoxes disciples need to embrace. Which one do you believe might be a 

discipleship priority for you? What will you do to obey in this area? 
4. As we close out the Be Like Jesus campaign, discuss as a group how to support one another going 

forward in being more like Jesus.  How can we help one another?   



 
 
STEPS OF OBEDIENCE 
• Read aloud 1 John 2:6 on final time: 

Anyone who says he is a Christian should live as Christ did. - 1 John 2:6 (Living Bible) 
• Talk about the COMPASSION EXPERIENCE coming up at our Calhoun Campus, and make plans to 

attend.  Information is available at https://rockbridge.cc/compassion 
 
PRAYER TIME 
• If anyone in the group has a special prayer request, make sure that is shared with the group. 


