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Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater 
Isaiah and the Burning Coal 
 

 

 

 
When Thomas Edison invented the light bulb in 1879, he had a particular purpose in mind. 

Namely, the light bulb was created to emit light. It was wired to work a certain way and perform a certain 
task. To use it for purposes other than that for which it was created would result in disaster.  

Baseball, for instance. Have you ever tried to play baseball with a light bulb? Me neither. That’s 
because we know it would end badly. The light bulb would break and no longer be able to provide light as 
it was intended. 

Imagine that you decided to go ahead and try it anyway. Chances are, it would take about one 
pitch for the light bulb to shatter to pieces. Now imagine someone came along, got down on his hands 
and knees in the dirt and began putting the light bulb back together. Imagine that when he was finished, 
after hours of diligent labor, the light bulb not only worked again, but shone even brighter than before. 
Would you ever play baseball with a light bulb again? Of course not! Lesson learned! 

The truth, though, is that we play baseball with light bulbs every day. 
In the beginning, God created man and woman in His image. We are wired to work a certain way 

and to perform a certain task. Specifically, we were made to represent God. 
When we sin, we are willfully and purposefully going against what God originally intended for our 

lives. Our sin shatters us. 
But on the cross, Jesus put the pieces back together. He restored us to our original condition, 

able to once again represent the God who made us, to shine as we were meant to shine.  
During the Christmas season, that is what we celebrate. We celebrate that God, in His infinite 

grace and mercy, gave us the Light of the World so that through His sacrifice, we could be restored in the 
fullness of His love and shine with His light. In the busyness of this season, pause for a moment and soak 
that in.  

 
 

Casey Jordan 
GO! Contributor 
  

BIG IDEA: Jesus is the greatest gift ever, so we can remember and 
celebrate His birth during Christmas. 

BIBLE BASIS: Isaiah 6, 53 

KEY VERSE: “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned 
to our own way; and the Lord has laid on him the [sin] of us 
all.” Isaiah 53:6 (NIV) 
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Helping Kids Navigate the Bible 
 
“The B-I-B-L-E, Yes that’s the book for me! Unless you don’t know how to navigate it, in which case it just 
sits on your shelf collecting dust.” I like to imagine that these were the original lyrics to the famous Bible 
song. (Whatever it lacks in sing-ability, it makes up for with raw honesty.) The Bible is the greatest book 
ever written—it’s a book that has the power to not only change our lives, but our eternities as well. But 
how can God’s Word truly plant itself in a kid’s heart if they don’t know how to read it for themselves? 
Helping kids learn how to navigate the Bible is one of the most important things we can do. Here are a 
few tips to help you do exactly that: 
 
Show them the bones: Teaching kids about the basic “bones” of the Bible will help them get around on 
their own. Show them how the Bible is broken into 2 sections (Old and New Testament) and 66 books. 
Show them how each book is broken into chapters (the big numbers) and verses (the little numbers).  
 
Teach them about the Table of Contents: Some kids are Bible whizzes and can recite the 66 books in 
order and flip to them like lightning. For the rest of the kids, though, the Table of Contents can be a 
valuable tool. Point your kids to the Table of Contents and show them how to find a book quickly. 
 
Let them see you do it: Flip through your own Bible as you explain. Let the kids see you navigate the 
Bible as you illustrate each step. 
 
Don’t be a Bible hog: Instead of just reading to the kids, challenge them to look up the verses for 
themselves. It will take more time for the kids to find it, but it’s worth the investment. 
 
Give space, give hints, give answers: When you give the kids a verse to look up, first give them space 
to find it on their own. After a moment, give them hints on where to find it. “It’s in the Old Testament.” “It’s 
close to the middle of the Bible.” “Look for the big number 28.” Finally, when enough time has passed, 
help the kids who are struggling. If there are kids who are new to the Bible or continually struggle, spend 
some extra time with them afterwards. 
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“BILLY BOB’S BANYARD THEATER” COMMUNITY BUILDER 
Say: Today is the first week of a new series called “Billy Bob’s Barnyard Theater”. Have any of you ever 
acted in a play before? What was it? (Take answers.) Well, for the next four weeks, we’re going to have a 
chance to practice our acting skills while we tell the Christmas story. 
 
Question: What is one of your favorite Christmas traditions? Why is it your favorite? 
 
Question: If you could create a new Christmas tradition, what would it be? 
 
 
 

  

THE GREAT CHRISTMAS MIX-UP (Application Activity) 
Set up: Print the separate “Great Christmas Mix-up” story on 8½ x 11 paper (see Resource Folder). Don’t 
allow kids to see the story ahead of time. 
 
Say: There are so many cool things about Christmas—the decorations, the food, the presents! In fact, 
sometimes it’s easy to forget the whole reason that we celebrate Christmas. We’re going to do an activity 
right now that will help us see how mixed up things can get when we take Christ out of Christmas. 
 
Directions: The following activity is similar to the popular word game, Mad Libs®. For each blank space 
in the “Great Christmas Mix-Up” story, ask the kids to come up with a word that fits the description (in bold 
below the blank space). Write their word in the space provided. When finished, read the mixed-up story to 
your group. 
 
Say: That story was crazy! Christmas is so much better when Jesus is at the center of it. Let’s try that 
again, but this time let’s put Jesus back into the story and see if we can get it right.  
 
Directions: Read the story to the kids one more time, but when you get to the blank space, ask them 
what the real answer is. (The real answer is included below the blank space in italics.) Optional: for added 
fun, award kids who give the right answer with a piece of holiday candy. When finished, ask your group 
the following question: 
 
Question for older kids: What can you and your family do this year to make sure that Jesus is at the 
center of your Christmas celebration? 
 
Question for younger kids: What can you and your family do this year to remember Jesus and 
celebrate his birthday? 
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PASS THE CANDY CANE (Bible Memorization Activity) 
Directions: Place the Bible verse sign in the middle of the group and read it carefully with your kids 
several times so they can begin to memorize it. Today’s Bible verse says: 
 

“We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and 
the Lord has laid on him the [sin] of us all.” Isaiah 53:6 (NIV) 

 
(For younger kids, consider shortening the verse to the first half.) Begin the game by passing a candy 
cane around the circle. As the candy cane is being passed, have the kids read or recite the Bible verse 
from the card in the middle. When the group has finished reading the verse, the candy cane can no 
longer be passed (just like in the game “Hot Potato”). Next, flip the Bible verse card over so that the verse 
is no longer visible. Have the kid who is holding the candy cane recite the verse from memory along with 
the kids sitting to their left and right. If the kid holding the candy cane successfully recites the verse, they 
can keep the candy cane. Otherwise, they have to give it back. Finally, flip the Bible verse card back over 
so the verse is visible again, begin passing another candy cane around the circle and repeat the previous 
instructions. Continue until the kids have confidently memorized the verse. When finished, consider giving 
a candy cane to any kid who didn’t get one. 
 
Question: What do you think it means when the verse says we’ve all gone astray and turned to our own 
way? (Answer: We’ve turned away from doing things God’s way and chosen to sin instead.) 
 
Question: In what ways have you gone astray or turned to your own way? 
 
 
BITE-SIZED PRAYERS (Group Prayer Activity) 
Directions: Open a large bag of Christmas M&Ms®, but leave the candy inside. Pass a napkin to each 
person. One at a time, allow each kid to use the spoon to scoop as many M&Ms® as they can or want out 
of the bag with one scoop. Tell them that for each piece of candy they get, they’ll have to answer a 
question, so the more they get, the more they have to share. Tell the kids not to eat the candy until you 
instruct them. Once everyone has a scoop of candy on their napkin, choose someone to go first. Have 
that kid hold up one of their pieces of candy. Depending on the color of the candy, have them answer the 
corresponding question: 
 
For each Red: God, I praise you for… 
For each Green: God, I need your help for… 
For each White: God, I’m sorry for…  
 
When they’ve shared, allow them to eat that piece of candy. Continue around the circle until all of the 
candy is gone or enough prayer requests have been shared. 
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THE GREAT CHRISTMAS MIX-UP 
 
One day, a man named ____________ placed his wife,  
           (silly name/Joseph) 

Mary, who was pregnant, on a ____________ and  
          (animal/donkey) 

traveled to the town of ____________ to be counted for  
      (name of city/Bethlehem) 

the census. When they got there, the time came for the  
 

child to be born. Mary gave birth to a baby boy and named  
 

him _________.  She wrapped him in __________ and  
     (character from book/Jesus)             (Christmas decoration/cloth) 

placed him in a ___________.  That’s because there was  
        (Christmas treat/manger) 

no room left in the ____________.  There were shepherds  
          (favorite store/inn) 

living out in the field nearby.  It was night and they were  
 

watching ____________.  Suddenly an ____________ of  
          (Christmas movie/their sheep)                    (mysterious creature/angel) 

the Lord appeared to them and said, “Do not be afraid.   
 

I bring you  ____________.  Today in the town of David  
                                (cool toy/good news)  
a baby has been born to you.”  Suddenly a large group of  
 

angels appeared and said, “Glory to God in the heavens!   
 

Peace on ____________ to those he is pleased with.”   
                           (distant planet/earth) 

After seeing the baby for themselves, the shepherds  
 

____________ to tell everyone about what happened.          
 (fun way of moving/ran)   
 



draw it!

Lesson 5.1

Name:

HomeGuide

This week we learned

Draw a picture of the angel with 6 wings from 
today’s story.  Give the angel a speech bubble that 
says, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord God Almighty.”

Make a list of things you could do this 
Christmas to help you remember and 
celebrate the birth of Jesus.

Isaiah and the Burning Coal
BIG IDEA:  Jesus is the greatest gift ever, so we can 
remember and celebrate His birth during Christmas.
BIBLE BASIS:  Isaiah 6, 53
KEY VERSE:  “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our 
own way; and the Lord has laid on him the [sin] of us all.”  Isaiah 53:6 (NIV)

Journal it!



Write a prayer telling God about 
the cool gift of Jesus’ birth.

Isaiah 6.  Draw a picture of the story or write to God your favor-
ite part of the story. Tell Him why you liked it.

Next week’s
 lesson

READ it!

Pray it!

An Angel Announces the Coming Birth
BIG IDEA:  God blesses those who believe His promises.
BIBLE BASIS:  Luke 1:26-56; Matthew 1:18-25
KEY VERSE:  “You are a woman God has blessed. You 
have believed that the Lord would keep his promises to 
you!” Luke 1:45 (NIrV)
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