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Hip Hip Charade 
David Fights Goliath 
 

 
 
 
 

 
By definition, bullying is a form of aggressive behavior in which someone intentionally and repeatedly 
causes another person injury and discomfort. Bullying can take the form of physical contact, words, or 
more subtle actions.  
 
The bullied individual typically has trouble defending him or herself and does nothing to  
"cause" the bullying.  
 
Now let's do a word swap: bullying for fear. 
 
By definition, fear is a form of aggressive behavior in which someone (or something) intentionally 
and repeatedly causes another person injury and discomfort. Fear can take the form of physical contact, 
words, or more subtle actions.  
 
The fearful individual typically has trouble defending him or herself and does nothing to  
"cause" the fear. 
 
Do you see it, my friends? Fear is the bully. But our advocate—our hero, our Savior, always and forever—
will have our back. God says, “Fear not, for I am with you. Be not dismayed for I am your God.” (Isaiah 
41:10 ESV) He will help you. Repeat with me—"He. Will. Help. You."  
 
When the battle and all hope seems lost, He's there. When fear is quadruple your size, He's there. Fear is 
a bully, but God has experience dealing with bullies. 
 
Today when fear tries to bully you, call on the Holy Spirit to infuse you with a strength bigger than 
yourself! 
 
 
Monique Sondag 
GO! Contributor 
 
 
  

BIG IDEA: God is with us and gives us strength, so we can stand up 
to our fears. 

BIBLE BASIS: 1 Samuel 17 

KEY VERSE: “So do not be afraid, I am with you. Do not be terrified, I am 
your God. I will make you strong and help you. I will hold 
you safe in my hands.” Isaiah 41:10a (NIrV) 
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5 Steps to Becoming a Master of Group Management 
 
There’s a fine line between being a large group teacher and a zookeeper. If you make a few untimely 
missteps, it can start to feel like you’re losing control of the room and slipping into the wild kingdom. Don’t 
fret, though! We’ve all been there! And fortunately, there are a few things you can do to prevent your kids’ 
wild side from breaking out.  
 
Get some help: Hopefully you’ve got some dynamic small group leaders in the room who are willing and 
able to help you. They can be your first line of defense. Talk to them ahead of time and ask them to sit 
among the kids (as opposed to the back of the room). Encourage them to intervene any time they see 
distracting behavior. 
 
Separate the fire and gas: Some kids just make for explosive combinations. If there are two (or more) 
kids seated together that historically have trouble being around one another, don’t be afraid to separate 
them from the beginning.  

 
Involve the kids: If you’re too much of a “talking head,” kids can start to zone out and get fidgety. Be 
sure to involve the kids in as much of the lesson as you can. Bonus points if you can get the kids moving 
physically. Fortunately, the GO! lessons are chock full of these kinds of interactive opportunities! 
 
Don’t get stale: Fidgety kids can also be an indication that it’s time to move on to something different. If 
you’re overly verbose and spend too much time on the same thing, you can start to lose the room. Again, 
the GO! lessons are written with this in mind, so the more you can stick to the script, the better!  
 
Put your body and voice into it: Often times, when a communicator is beginning to lose the attention of 
the entire room, the first response is to call for quiet and “eyes up here.” There’s a better way, though. By 
changing what you do with your body and voice, you can regain the kids’ attention in a way that doesn’t 
interrupt the flow of the lesson. For example, if you’re standing, try sitting or kneeling near the kids for a 
moment. Resist the urge to talk over the kids. Instead, begin speaking in a quiet voice, just above a 
whisper. This body/voice combination can do wonders with regaining attention. 
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Did you ever think it was possible to have a room full of quiet kids? It is! And it’ll be happening during the 
incredible “Hip Hip Charade” series! (For a brief moment, anyway.) During this series, we’ll be walking 
through the fabulous life of King David and learning about some reasons we can yell “Hooray” to God, but 
we’ll be doing it by playing a power-packed version of charades. Get ready for some God-filled and fun-
soaked silent action! 
 

 

• Familiarize yourself with the “Hip Hip Charade” styles of play below. In addition to regular 
charades, “Hip Hip Charade” has 3 other styles of play: reverse, versus, and re-versus. 

• Lay a tape-line down the center of the room. This will be used for the “versus” and “re-versus” 
styles of play. 

• Place the “Hip Hip Charade Button” on a small table (or something similar) where kids can press 
it. When the “Hip Hip Charade Button” is hit, it should appear to set the video spinner in motion. 
Practice advancing the media ahead of time so that it looks like the button set it in motion. 

• Print the “Charade Action” signs on 8½ x 11 cardstock. (See Resource Folder.) Put the signs in 
the order they’ll be used and place them in the teaching area. 

• Place an A-Frame ladder somewhere near the teaching area. Be sure the ladder is tall enough for 
you to climb safely so that you stand approximately between 9–10 feet (3 meters) tall. 

• Place a crown, an oversized coat, a sports helmet, a broom, and a trash can lid out of sight in the 
teaching area. 

• Place a ping pong ball, marker, and hair dryer in the teaching area. Keep separate from other 
props. Use an extension cord to bring power to the hair dryer.  

 
“Hip Hip Charade” Styles of Play: 
 

• Regular: Show the selected kid the charade sign with the secret charade word(s) written on it. 
Encourage them to silently act the word(s) out until the audience has guessed it correctly. 

• Reverse: Show the audience the charade sign with the secret charade word(s) written on it. Do 
not show it to the selected kid. Encourage the entire audience to act the word(s) out 
simultaneously until the selected kid has guessed it correctly. 

• Versus: Split the room into two sides. In addition to the selected kid, invite another kid from the 
other team. Show both kids the charade sign with the secret charade word(s) written on it. 
Encourage both kids to silently act the word(s) out until one of the teams has guessed it correctly. 

• Re-Versus: This is a combination of “Reverse” and “Versus.” Split the room into two sides. In 
addition to the selected kid, invite another kid from the other team. Show the audience the 
charade sign with the secret charade word(s) written on it. Do not show it to the selected kids. 
Encourage the entire audience to act the word(s) out simultaneously until one of the selected kids 
has guessed it correctly. 

 
Note: For younger kids who are just learning to read, be prepared to whisper the word(s) to them without 
the guessing participants hearing it. 
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CG:  “Hip Hip Charade” title graphic 
Sound:  Play upbeat music as kids move to large group area 
 
HIP HIP CHARADE INTRO 
Large Group Leader: Hello everybody and welcome back to another week of “Hip Hip Charade!” You 
know what? I think we need to try that again, but this time I need your help. I’ll yell “Hip Hip” and when I 
point to you, you yell “Charade.” Got it? (Kids respond. Yell “Hip Hip” and point to kids. Repeat three 
times in rapid succession.) Nice job! During “Hip Hip Charade” we’re walking through the life of King 
David and discovering a bunch of reasons to praise and applaud God, but we’re doing it in a really fun 
way—we’re playing a super cool game of charades. In fact, I think we should do a little warm-up! 
 
Last week we discovered a really great reason to praise God. Here—let me show you! I’ll do a charade 
and let’s see if you can guess it. (Perform a charade for “God can see in my heart.”) That’s it! God looks 
at people differently. He doesn’t look at our outward appearance; He sees what’s in our heart. This week, 
we’re going to discover another reason to praise God through one of the most famous stories in the Bible. 
See if you can guess what story I’m talking about. (Perform a charade for “David and Goliath.”) You got it! 
Now it’s your turn—let’s see how good you are at silently acting out today’s story.  
 

During the Big Bible Story, when indicated, invite a kid to the teaching area and have 
them press the “Hip Hip Charade” button. When the button is hit, advance your media to 
the “Video Spinner” cue. Upon stopping, the spinner will reveal one of the following styles 
of play: Regular, Reverse, Versus, or Re-versus. See the “Set-up Instructions” above for 
a description of how each style is played. Depending on the style of play, the selected kid 
will be either the actor or the guesser. 
 

CG:  “The Big Bible Story” graphic 
 
THE BIG BIBLE STORY—DAVID FIGHTS GOLIATH 
Although God had anointed David as the future King of Israel, he wasn’t King just yet. Instead, David was 
busy doing something else. Let’s see what it was. (Invite a kid to hit the “Hip, Hip, Charade” button.) VDO: 
Play “Video Spinner: Regular style.” (Show the selected kid the charade sign with “Herding sheep” 
written on it. When ready, begin the charade. When finished, dismiss kid.) You got it! As a young boy, 
David spent his time caring for and protecting his dad’s sheep. With just his sling shot and a few stones, 
David could fight off anything that tried to attack his sheep. 
 
Early one morning, David took a break from herding sheep so he could take some bread to his older 
brothers in the army. When he got there, the Israelite army was in a tense face-off with their enemy—the 
Philistines. Let’s see what happened next. (Invite a kid to hit the “Hip, Hip, Charade” button.) VDO: Play 
“Video Spinner: Reverse style.” (Show audience the charade sign with “Angry giant” written on it. When 
ready, begin the charade.) Little did David know, the Philistines had a secret weapon—a 9-foot 9-inch (3 
meter) tall giant dude named Goliath. (Climb up a ladder until you are about 9 to 10 feet or 3 meters tall.) 
That’s about this tall! But Goliath wasn’t just tall—he was thick as an oak tree, strong as a big rig, and 
covered from head to toe with a heavy metal armor. 
 
When David got to the front lines, Goliath began shouting at the Israelite army. Listen to what he yelled. 
(While still on the ladder, open your Bible and read Goliath’s rant from 1 Samuel 17:8-9. Shout it in an 
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angry giant voice. Be careful managing your Bible while still on the ladder.) What do you think the 
Israelites did when Goliath finished yelling? (Come down ladder. Take answers.) Great thoughts! Let me 
show you what happened. (Invite a kid to hit the “Hip, Hip, Charade” button.) VDO: Play “Video Spinner: 
Versus style.” (Invite a second kid to the teaching area. Show selected kids the charade sign with 
“Running away scared” written on it. When ready, begin the charade.) Can you believe it?! When Goliath 
finished yelling, the Israelites ran away in fear! (Run away and hide behind something. Peek head out.) 
Not David, though. (Come out of hiding.) He looked at the Israelites who were shaking in their boots and 
said, “Who does this punk think he is to challenge the armies of the living God?” If the Israelite army 
wasn’t going to do something about this loud-mouthed mega-man, David was! 
 
When David asked King Saul to fight Goliath, Saul wasn’t too sure. (Place crown on your head.) King 
Saul told David, (give a kingly chuckle) “How cute, but…um…no! You’re just a little squirt and Goliath has 
been a warrior since he was in diapers.” (Take off crown.) Let’s see how David responded. (Invite kid to 
hit the “Hip, Hip, Charade” button.) VDO: Play “Video Spinner: Re-versus style.” (Invite a second kid to 
the teaching area. Show audience the charade sign with “Lion attack” written on it. When ready, begin the 
charade.) David told King Saul, “Whenever a lion or bear attacked one of my sheep, I struck it down and 
killed it. I’ll do the same thing to Goliath.” (Read 1 Sam. 17:37 from Bible.) “The Lord who rescued me 
from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from the hand of this Philistine.” (NIV)  
 
Amazingly, King Saul was convinced! (Choose a rather small kid and invite them to stand.) So, he 
dressed David up with all of his own fighting equipment. He put a coat of armor on David (put giant, 
oversized coat on kid). He gave David his bronze helmet (put sports helmet on kid). He gave David his 
sword and shield (give kid a broom handle and trashcan lid). But when David tried to walk around, he 
said, “No way, I’m not used to all this stuff!” (Take items off of kid.) So instead, David went to battle in just 
his regular clothes with just his regular old sling shot by his side. 
 
When David approached the battlefield, Goliath saw him coming and started to laugh. Let me hear you do 
your best giant laugh. (Do giant laugh with kids.) Let’s see what Goliath thought was so funny. (Invite a 
kid to hit the “Hip, Hip, Charade” button.) VDO: Play “Video Spinner: Regular style.” (Show the 
selected kid the charade sign with “Playing fetch with a dog” written on it. When ready, begin the 
charade.) Goliath shouted to the Israelites, (shout in giant voice) “Who do you think I am? A puppy dog? 
Is that why you send me this itty-bitty chew toy?” David wasn’t laughing, though. He shouted back, (read 
1 Samuel 17:45 from Bible) “You come against me with a sword and spear and javelin, but I come against 
you in the name of the Lord Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.” (NIV) 
(Pretend to swing sling in circles.) CG: “David and Goliath” illustration. With that, David put a stone in 
his sling shot and slung it at Goliath as hard as he could. And guess where it landed? (Kids respond. 
Climb up ladder and illustrate.) The stone struck Goliath in the one spot that wasn’t covered with armor—
right in the middle of his forehead. The stone sank into his forehead and he fell dead, flat on his face. 
Goliath might have been as big as a tank, but David had God on his side. 
 
CG:   “Big Bible Story Questions” graphic 
 
BIG BIBLE STORY QUESTIONS 

At the end of the Bible story have the kids turn briefly to their small groups or neighbors 
and discuss the following questions: What do you think this story teaches us about 
God? Why do you think David wasn’t afraid of Goliath even though the other 
Israelites were? After a few minutes, draw attention back to the teaching area. 

 
CG:  “Hip Hip Charade” title graphic 
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GOD IS WITH US 
Whoa! Can you imagine what it would have been like to stand on the front lines of the battle and to have 
a 9-foot-tall, armor-covered giant shouting at you? On the count of 3, I want you to do a quick charade—
show me with your face and body how you would have reacted to Goliath. (Count to 3. Show your 
reaction along with kids.) Wow—it looks like a lot of you would have been pretty terrified. (Adjust line 
according to responses.) Me too! And we wouldn’t have been the only ones shaking in our boots. Do you 
remember how the Israelite army reacted when Goliath shouted his challenge at them? (Take answer.) 
That’s right—they ran away in fear. Have you ever felt scared like that before? I have!  
 

Share a short personal story about a time when you were afraid. Choose a story where 
God gave you the strength to stand up to your fear, but save that part of the story for 
later. End the story by talking about how scared you were. 

 
That’s kind of how the Israelites felt when they faced Goliath, but not David! On the count of 3, show me 
with your face and body what David must have looked like when he faced Goliath. (Count to 3. Show a 
brave reaction along with kids.) You got it! Even though Goliath could have crushed David with his little 
toe, David stood up to him. How in the world do you think David had the strength to do that? (Take 
answers.) Great answer! In our story, David shouted to Goliath, “You might be big and strong and have 
tons of weapons, but I have God on my side!” David knew that God was right there with him. He knew 
that God would give him the strength and help him defeat Goliath. In fact, that’s what our Bible verse for 
today reminds us of. Let’s take a look. (Encourage kids to open their Bibles to Isaiah 41:10. Be prepared 
to assist the younger kids. When ready, choose a kid to read the verse aloud or read it aloud yourself 
while the kids follow along.) 
 
CG: “So do not be afraid. I am with you. Do not be terrified. I am your God. I will make 

you strong and help you. I will hold you safe in my hands.” Isaiah 41:10a 
 
When we remember that God is with us and that He makes us strong and helps us, we can stand up to 
the things that scare us—just like David did! Let me show you what I mean. 
 
STANDING UP TO FEAR 
(Hold up a ping pong ball.) Imagine that you are this ping pong ball. I’ll even draw a face on it to help you 
imagine it. (Quickly draw a silly face on the ball. Show it to the kids.) How does that look? (Kids respond.) 
Now imagine that you’re facing something really scary. What are some of the things that scare you? 
(Take answers.) If you’re not a Christian and you don’t have God in your life, it’s hard to stand up to those 
fears. (Drop ping pong ball so that it bounces on the ground. After a few bounces, pick it back up.) But 
when you follow Jesus and have God in your life, He gives you the strength to stand up to those fears—
just like this… 
 

Turn on hair dryer and face it straight up. Carefully place the ping pong ball in the center 
of the air stream. The ping pong ball should float above the hair dryer. For the fun of it, 
you can even tilt the hair dryer up to a 45º angle. Speak the next lines loudly enough to 
be heard over the hair dryer.  

 
God is just like the air coming out of this hair dryer. Even though you can’t see Him, He’s right there with 
you, giving you strength and helping you stand up to your fears. God holds you safely in His hands. (Grab 
the ping pong ball and turn hair dryer off.) In fact, that’s exactly what God did for me when I was afraid. 
(Share the conclusion to your personal story. Talk about how God gave you the strength to stand up to 
your fear.) God is with us and gives us strength, so we can stand up to our fears. He helped David stand 
up to his fears, He helped me stand up to my fears, and He can help you stand up to your fears too! Let’s 
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pray to God right now and ask Him to help us do that. 
 

Close the Large Group time by praying for the kids in whatever way the Holy Spirit 
prompts you. Don’t forget to offer a time of worship through giving during the last worship 
song. After the last worship song, dismiss kids quietly to Small Groups.   
 

CG:  “Hip Hip Charade” title graphic 
 
 
 


