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leader’s guide

DOCUMENT PURPOSE
Th is document is the Leader’s Guide for BIG Picture ‘Jesus our 
Saviour’. It contains a summary of the BIG Message ‘LIVE’.
Th e BIG ‘Can You Believe It?!’ User Guide document contains 
all the service element information, including the large group 
segment of your service.

Make sure you read through and prayerfully study this material 
prior to your service to be fully prepared to minister to your 
children.

USER AGREEMENT
Upon purchase of this resource, Hillsong Kids BIG gladly grants 
the buyer (Th e Licensee), or the organisation they represent, 
a free and non-exclusive license to tailor Hillsong Kids BIG 
print materials to fi t their unique leadership requirements. 
However, it is prohibited to make changes to doctrine, scripture 
references, biblical principles and concepts presented. Please 
see doctrinal guidelines we have expressed in our ‘What We 
Believe’ statement. 

Th ese resources are intended to be printed for use only by 
the buyer or the organisation they represent and may not 
be electronically transferred to or duplicated by others. Any 
unauthorised reproduction of this material or incorporation 
into a new work is a direct violation of copyright laws.

© 2018 Hillsong Church. All rights reserved.  

ourourJESUSourour
saviour

Big Picture:
JESUS OUR SAVIOUR

Big Idea:
MY BEST FRIEND

Big Point:
I BELIEVE JESUS IS MY SAVIOUR 

Big W� d:
SALVATION IS FOUND IN NO ONE ELSE, 
FOR THERE IS NO OTHER NAME UNDER 
HEAVEN GIVEN TO MANKIND BY WHICH 
WE MUST BE SAVED. ACTS 4:12 (NIV)
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  Big Me� age ‘Live’ Outline  

BIG IDEA: MY BEST FRIEND

BIG POINT: I BELIEVE JESUS IS MY SAVIOUR

BIG WORD: SALVATION IS FOUND IN NO ONE ELSE, FOR 
THERE IS NO OTHER NAME UNDER HEAVEN GIVEN TO 
MANKIND BY WHICH WE MUST BE SAVED. ACTS 4:12 
(NIV)

LEARNING OUTCOMES:
At the conclusion of this lesson children will: 
• Learn that sin has separated us from God and His purpose 

for our lives. 
• Know that it’s only through Jesus that we can be made 

right with God. 
• Discover Jesus is our saviour and friend. 

BUILD YOUR MESSAGE 
Use the outline in the following pages to construct a message that works for you and your children’s ministry. Pray, read the 
scripture references and choose which elements best suit your audience. Th en, prepare by gathering any supplies needed. 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES: Luke 15:7, John 14:6, John 15:12-15, John 15:13, 1 John 4:14, Romans 5:8,

Ephesians 2:8

MY MESSAGE PLAN: 

SUPPLIES NEEDED: 
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STORYTELLING JESUS’ FRIENDS
SUPPLIES NEEDED: Props to show as you tell the story; 
communion cup and bread, cross, fi shing rod, fi shing net. 

During one of His last days before He died on the cross, Jesus 
gathered His 12 disciples, His closest friends who had been with 
Him through thick and thin and celebrated the Passover with 
them. Th e Passover is a yearly event celebrating the Israelites 
freedom from slavery in Egypt, something still celebrated 
today. However this particular celebration would be one the 
disciples would remember forever. Th e disciples didn’t know it 
yet, but this was to be Jesus’ last supper. 

(Hold the communion cup and bread.) During this meal, Jesus 
told them how He would soon leave them, but also spoke of 
hope as He took the fi rst communion of bread and wine with 
them, explaining that His blood would be the redemption for 
the sins of the world.

Th e disciples were confused... what was going on? Th eir 
teacher, rabbi, and friend was leaving? Th ey had known Him 
only a few short years but it soon came to pass, later that 
night, Jesus was arrested. 

(Hold the cross.)  He was hung on a cross and cried out to God as 
the weight of sin crushed His shoulders. Crying, “It is fi nished,” 
as He gave up His spirit. As it says in John 15:13 (ICB), “Th e 
greatest love a person can show is to die for his friends.” Jesus 
became not only our friend, but our Saviour.

(Hold the fi shing rod.) Th e disciples didn’t know what to do 
after Jesus had died. Th ey felt lost and confused, so they went 
back to what they knew, they went fi shing, but no matter how 
hard they tried they could not catch a single fi sh. 

Th en a mysterious man arrived at the shore, “Friends, haven’t 
you any fi sh”. 

“No”, they replied, 

(Hold the fi shing net.) “Th en throw your net out on the other 
side”. Th ey had nothing to lose, so they did what the man said, 
and instantly the net was so full they couldn’t pull it into the 
boat. Right away they knew who it was. It was Jesus. Th ey 
excitedly made their way to shore, Peter jumping into the 
water and swimming as fast as he could.

Jesus shared a meal with His disciples on the beach like old 
friends. He was back, He was alive and He came to see them. 
Everyone was overjoyed.

Th is story shows that Jesus was a friend to His disciples. And 
just as He is a friend to them, He is also a friend to us. Th rough 
Jesus, our relationship is now restored with God. We are no 
longer separated from God, but can now enjoy full friendship 
with Him! I believe Jesus is my Saviour 

BIG IDEA: MY BEST FRIEND
BIG POINT: I BELIEVE JESUS IS MY SAVIOUR 

INTRO BEST FRIEND GAME 
SUPPLIES NEEDED:  ‘Best Friends Game’ screen image supplied 
in print material fi les, two chairs.

Choose two players who are best friends, (you could even 
choose two leaders who are husband and wife or two siblings) 
and think they know each other really well. Th e aim of the 
game is to see who knows the other person the best. Players 
sit back to back and hold in one hand their own shoe and in 
the other hand hold the shoe of the other player. Players are 
asked a series of questions e.g. “Who is the better singer?” 
and they hold up the shoe of the person they think is the 
better singer, their own shoe, or their best friend’s shoe. 

Ask the players the following questions: 

- Who is the tallest? 

- Who eats the most chocolate? 

- Who is the loudest singer? 

- Who is the worse cook? 

- Who would win in a running race? 

- Who is the most patient? 

- Who likes school the most? 

- Who is the oldest? 

- Who is the best dancer? 

- Who is more likely to forget the other person’s birthday? 

Th ank your players and ask them to take their seats. 

In the best friend game, we may discover that we know our 
best friend pretty well, or maybe we discover we don’t know 
them as well as we think we did. 

Jesus is our Saviour and best friend, He knows us better 
than anyone else. Jesus shows us what friendship looks 
like, to love one another. John 15:12-15 (NIRV), “Here is my 
command. Love one another, just as I have loved you. No one 
has greater love than the one who gives their life for their 
friends. You are my friends if you do what I command. I do not 
call you slaves anymore. Slaves do not know their master’s 
business. Instead, I have called you friends. I have told you 
everything I learned from my Father.” Jesus loves His friends, 
you and I, so much He laid down His life on the cross and rose 
again so we could be saved. Today’s lesson is all about Jesus, 
my best friend, but He is so much more than that. I believe 
Jesus is my Saviour. 

Reminder: This is a great time to play the 
‘Big Story’ video to your group. We find it breaks 
up your Big Message Live really well and keeps 
the children focussed.
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BIG IDEA: MY BEST FRIEND
BIG POINT: I BELIEVE JESUS IS MY SAVIOUR 

OBJECT LESSON RESCUE
SUPPLIES NEEDED: Screen image supplied with print 
material fi les, A rescue ring/lifebouy (If you can’t fi nd one to 
use as a prop, make a cardboard one), wetsuit (or board shorts 
and a t-shirt), coloured zinc cream, a chair or stool. 

(Dress as a swimmer in a wetsuit or board shorts and t-shirt 
with coloured zinc cream lines on your face.)

One of the most famous beaches in Australia is called Bondi 
beach. Tourists who visit Australia from all over the world 
love to come and swim at Bondi beach. 

(Show the screen image of the beach scene and lay face down 
on the chair/stool and make swimming actions as you continue 
with the object lesson.) Th ey might be good swimmers and 
swim all the time in a pool or calm waters, but when they 
get into the surf at Bondi beach, especially if they don’t stay 
between the fl ags, they may soon discover the waves are too 
strong for them.

(Swim faster and faster.) Th ere could be an ocean rip, a 
current of water which is hard to swim against and takes the 
swimmer out further than they can swim back. Th ere may 
even be sharks! Soon their strength runs out and they could 
fi nd themselves in big trouble. (Stop swimming and pick up 
the rescue ring/lifebouy.) 

A swimmer in trouble needs to be rescued, they cannot save 
themselves. It’s a bit like sin, we choose to go our own way 
and soon we fi nd ourselves out to sea with no way to get back 
to shore. A rescuer throws out a rescue ring for the swimmer 
to grab onto so their life can be saved. Jesus is our Saviour, 
He came to rescue us from sin so we can be made right with 
God. 1 John 4:14 (NIRV), “Th e Father has sent his Son to be 
the Saviour of the world.” I believe Jesus is my Saviour. Can 
you believe it!?

POINTS
1. SEPARATED.

Today’s Big Point is all about Jesus our Saviour and Best 
Friend. Jesus saves us from sin, a problem we are all born 
with which separates us from God. 

When I was a kid, I loved helping my parents go grocery 
shopping. Riding on the trolley, getting things from the 
shelves, sneaking a chocolate bar in, I loved it! It was usually 
pretty fun, except that a few times something went wrong, 
a few times I got lost! I was separated from my parents and 
couldn’t fi nd my way back to them! 

Sin separates us from God and His purposes for our lives. Sin 
causes us to go our own way and make choices that take us 
away from the plans God has for us. Because of sin, we are 
lost and separated from God. We can’t fi nd our own way back, 
we need to be rescued! God had the ultimate rescue plan, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Romans 5:8 (NIRV), “But here is how God 
has shown his love for us. While we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us.” We can’t make our own way back to God, we can’t 
be good enough, smart enough or do it in our own strength, 
only the Saviour can rescue us. 

2. MADE RIGHT. 

God made a way for us to be forgiven from sin and made right 
with God. John 14:6 (NLT), “I am the way, the truth, and the life. 
No one can come to the Father except through me.” Th ere is 
only one way to God the Father and that’s through our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. He is the way, the truth and the life. 

Ephesians 2:8 (NLT), “God saved you by his grace when you 
believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. 
Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so 
none of us can boast about it.” We can’t make our own way to 
God, forgiveness is a gift from God, not something we earn. We 
can be made right because of Jesus. 

God is love. He wasn’t sitting in heaven lonely and needed to 
create us to have something to love. Before He created us, God 
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit had perfect relationship and 
community. God has shown us what His love is like through 
Jesus. 1 John 4:16 (NLT), “We know how much God loves us, 
and we have put our trust in his love. God is love, and all who 
live in love live in God, and God lives in them.” 

God is love, His love is expressed through each person of the 
Trinity. God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Each 
person of the Trinity is not higher or more important than the 
others, each are God, completely loving and completely holy. 

3. BEST FRIEND AND SO MUCH MORE!

If you’ve ever been lost and separated from those you’re with, 
you’ll know the feeling of relief, joy and excitement when you’re 
reunited. In fact that’s a great word. REUNITED. It’s like that 
when someone returns to God and and accepts Jesus as their 
Saviour. Th e Bible says there’s a party in heaven! Luke 15:7 
(NLT), “In the same way, there is more joy in heaven over one 
lost sinner who repents and returns to God than over ninety-
nine others who are righteous and haven’t strayed away!” 

Heaven has a party when we believe!  When anyone accepts 
this gift, heaven goes wild! All we need to do is accept Jesus as 
our Saviour. Accepting Jesus into your heart and believing He 
has brought us back into right relationship with God is just the 
beginning! Being best friends with Him means we now begin 
an amazing journey knowing Him more, He is the best friend 
we will ever have. I believe Jesus is my Saviour.  
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