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leader’s guide

DOCUMENT PURPOSE
Th is document is the Leader’s Guide for BIG Picture ‘God and 
His Word’. It contains a summary of the BIG Message ‘LIVE’. 
Th e BIG ‘Can You Believe It!?’ User Guide document contains 
all the service element information, including the large group 
segment of your service.

Make sure you read through and prayerfully study this material 
prior to your service to be fully prepared to minister to your 
children.

USER AGREEMENT
Upon purchase of this resource, Hillsong Kids BIG gladly grants 
the buyer (Th e Licensee), or the organisation they represent, 
a free and non-exclusive license to tailor Hillsong Kids BIG 
print materials to fi t their unique leadership requirements. 
However, it is prohibited to make changes to doctrine, scripture 
references, biblical principles and concepts presented. Please 
see doctrinal guidelines we have expressed in our ‘What We 
Believe’ statement. 

Th ese resources are intended to be printed for use only by 
the buyer or the organisation they represent and may not 
be electronically transferred to or duplicated by others. Any 
unauthorised reproduction of this material or incorporation 
into a new work is a direct violation of copyright laws.

© 2018 Hillsong Church. All rights reserved.  

Younger ChildrenYounger Children

GODGODand

HIS W
ORD

HIS W
ORD

Big Picture:
GOD AND HIS WORD  

Big Idea:
THIS IS WHAT IT SAYS

Big Point:
I BELIEVE GOD’S WORD IS TRUE

Big W� d:
IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, AND 
THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, AND THE 
WORD WAS GOD. HE WAS WITH GOD 
IN THE BEGINNING. THROUGH HIM ALL 
THINGS WERE MADE; WITHOUT HIM 
NOTHING WAS MADE THAT HAS BEEN 
MADE. JOHN 1:1-3 (NIV)
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  Big Me� age ‘Live’ Outline  Big Me� age ‘Live’ Outline

BIG IDEA: THIS IS WHAT IT SAYS

BIG POINT: I BELIEVE GOD'S WORD IS TRUE

BIG WORD: IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, AND 
THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, AND THE WORD WAS GOD. 
HE WAS WITH GOD IN THE BEGINNING. THROUGH HIM 
ALL THINGS WERE MADE; WITHOUT HIM NOTHING WAS 
MADE THAT HAS BEEN MADE. JOHN 1:1-3 (NIV)

LEARNING OUTCOMES:
At the conclusion of this lesson children will: 
• Know that the Bible is God’s Word.
• Learn that God’s Word is true.  
• Discover that God’s Word is applicable to our everyday 

lives.  

BUILD YOUR MESSAGE 
Use the outline in the following pages to construct a message that works for you and your children’s ministry. Pray, read the 
scripture references and choose which elements best suit your audience. Th en prepare by gathering any supplies needed. 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES: Exodus 31:18, Deuteronomy 8:3, 2 Kings 23:25, Psalm 33:4, 

Psalm 119:105, Matthew 4:4, Luke 8:15, John 1:1, John 3:16, 2 Timothy 3:16, Hebrews 4:12, James 1:23-25 

MY MESSAGE PLAN: 

SUPPLIES NEEDED: 
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STORYTELLING THE BIBLE
SUPPLIES NEEDED: Make your own Bible props: cardboard 
tablets - using cardboard or foam; scrolls - using paper and 
rolling pins, letters - using large paper and large envelopes, 
your Bible, a smartphone or tablet. 

Th is is the story of God’s Word. Not the story that’s in God’s 
word, but the story of how God’s word came to be. God’s word 
didn’t start out as one big leather bound book like we have 
today. It started nearly 3500 years ago with Moses who wrote 
the fi rst fi ve books of the Bible.

(Show stone tablet prop.) Moses writes in the book of Exodus 
about God giving him the 10 Commandments, Exodus 31:18 
(NIV), “When the Lord fi nished speaking to Moses on Mount 
Sinai, he gave him the two tablets of the covenant law, the 
tablets of stone inscribed by the fi nger of God.” Imagine what 
God’s handwriting would have looked like! So we could say that 
God Himself was the fi rst person to write the words of the 
Bible. Moses wrote about creation, Adam and Eve, Noah and 
the fl ood. He wrote about Abraham and the Israelite people. 

(Show scroll prop.) Th ese stories were told from one generation 
to the next before being written on papyrus scrolls, known as 
‘Th e Scriptures’ or ‘Th e Book of the Law’. After Moses, God’s 
people didn’t always value and obey God’s word, they were led 
by a series of kings who didn’t live according to God’s rules. 
Until, along came king Josiah. He was the youngest person 
in the history of the Bible to become king at the age of eight, 
but he valued the words God had left Israel and understood 
how important it was to follow what He had said. His nation 
had forgotten the Word of God and how He wanted them to 
live. But after fi nding the Book of Th e Law Josiah changed 
everything! 2 Kings 23:25 (Th e Message), “Th ere was no king 
to compare with Josiah—neither before nor after—a king who 
turned in total and repentant obedience to God, heart and 
mind and strength, following the instructions revealed to and 
written by Moses. Th e world would never again see a king like 
Josiah.”

Th ere were many other writers of the Old Testament over a 
thousand years. Th ey tell of Moses’ successor Joshua and 
they share the history of God’s people, the judges, kings and 
prophets.  

Th en we have the New Testament which includes Th e Gospels, 
written by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John that tell all about 
Jesus’ life and teaching. 

(Show letters prop.) Much of the New Testament was actually 
letters written by the Apostle Paul to the earliest Christian 
churches and his helpers Timothy and Titus. 

As the Good News of Jesus spread around the world and 
the church grew, these letters were vital in teaching and 
instructing believers in how to follow Jesus, honour God and 
live in community with one another. 2 Timothy 3:16 (Th e 
Message), “Every part of Scripture is God-breathed and useful 
one way or another—showing us truth, exposing our rebellion, 
correcting our mistakes, training us to live God’s way. Th rough 
the Word we are put together and shaped up for the tasks God 
has for us.” 

BIG IDEA: THIS IS WHAT IT SAYS
BIG POINT: I BELIEVE GOD'S WORD IS TRUE

INTRO TRUE OR FALSE GAME 
SUPPLIES NEEDED: Screen images supplied with print material 
fi les. 

Let’s play a game called “True or False.” We’re going to look at 
some statements; if you think it’s TRUE you can stand up, and 
if you think it’s FALSE you can sit down. 

(Show the screen images and give children only fi ve seconds or 
so to sit or stand before you reveal the correct answer.) 

Q1 Th ere are 66 books in the Bible. True or False? (TRUE)

Q2 Cats spend an average of 13 to 14 hours a day sleeping. 
True or false? (TRUE)

Q3 Earth could fi t more than one million times into the Sun. 
True or false? (TRUE)

Q4 Th ere are more bones in the foot than in the hand. True or 
false? (FALSE)

Q5 Th e Great Barrier Reef is visible from space. True or false? 
(TRUE)

Q6 Piranhas don’t eat each other. True or false? (FALSE)

Q7 Humans have about the same number of hairs on their 
bodies as chimpanzees. True or false? (TRUE)

Q8 A man’s beard grows about 1.5m (5 ft.) long during a 
lifetime. True or false? (FALSE)

Q9 Funny Man Dan used to be a bank manager. True or False? 
(TRUE)

Q10 Unicorns are the fastest land animals. True or False?  
(FALSE)

Great job playing our “True or False” game today. Anyone who 
is still standing that thinks that unicorns are fast runners, 
you can take your seat now. 

Th ere’s lots of information we can learn about the world, 
about people, and about God. How do we know what is true? 
When it comes to God and His Word, we can know that it is 
TRUE. 

We have been given the the Bible, the most amazing book 
ever, that tells us what is true. Th e Bible isn’t just a book of 
knowledge. It’s God’s words to us and for us. Psalm 33:4 (NIV), 
“For the word of the Lord is right and true; he is faithful in all 
he does.”I believe God’s Word is true. 

Reminder: This is a great time to play the 
‘Big Story’ video to your group. We find it breaks 
up your Big Message Live really well and keeps 
the children focussed.
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BIG IDEA: THIS IS WHAT IT SAYS
BIG POINT: I BELIEVE GOD'S WORD IS TRUE

STORYTELLING CONTINUED...
(Show Bible prop or your own Bible.) We have all of these 
writings gathered together in one book. Th e Bible came into 
existence by the hand, breath and voice of God. My Bible is so 
special to me, I love to read it and spend time with God. Every 
time I open this book, I learn something new and wonderful 
about our amazing God. 

(Show smart phone or tablet prop.) Th ink about where the 
Bible started, stone tablets and scrolls, now we can have God’s 
Word on a phone or a different kind of tablet than Moses, a 
digital one! Th ere has never been a time in history when God’s 
Word was so easily accessible. It’s the most important book 
in the whole world. Truth right here at our fi ngertips. God’s 
Word for you! I can even send a verse from God’s Word to 
someone else’s phone to encourage them! Let’s send a verse 
to someone right now and see who gets it. Let’s send this 
verse; Joshua 1:9 (NIV), “Be strong and courageous.” (Type 
the message into your phone and send it to another leader in 
the room.) Ding! (Have the leader who got the message read 
it out.) 

Can you believe it!? I believe God’s Word is true.

OBJECT LESSON 
SWORD MIRROR BREAD LIGHT SEED 
SUPPLIES NEEDED: Screen images supplied with print 
material fi les. 

Th e Bible is a book that tells us about itself. What does it say? 
To help us understand the importance and power of God’s 
word, the Bible describes itself as a few different objects. Th is 
is what it says: 

(Show screen image 1.) First, a sword. Hebrews 4:12 (NIV), “For 
the Word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-
edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, 
joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of 
the heart.” God’s Word is alive for us today, it has the power to 
cut through to our innermost thoughts and feelings. 

(Show screen image 2) Th e Bible describes itself as a mirror. 
James 1:23-25 (NIV), “Anyone who listens to the word but 
does not do what it says is like a man, who looks at his face 
in the mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and 
immediately forgets what he looks like. But the man who 
looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and 
continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but 
doing it-he will be blessed in what he does” 

When we listen to the Word of God and then walk away and 
forget what we’ve heard we are like someone who looks in a 
mirror and can’t even remember what they look like. Instead, 
we can learn from God’s Word and put it into practice, like 
looking into a mirror. We see God’s standard set out in His 
word, it shows us a refl ection of ourselves. 

(Show screen image 3.) In Matthew chapter 4 we can read that 
just after Jesus was baptised He was tempted in the wilderness 
by the devil. For forty days and forty nights Jesus fasted and 
was very hungry. Th en the devil said, “If you are really the Son 
of God tell the stones to turn into loaves of bread.” Matthew 
4:4 (NIV), Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on 
bread alone.’” 

Jesus read the scriptures and here He was quoting from 
scripture that He had read and that He knew very well. He 
was quoting from Deuteronomy 8:3 (NIV), “He humbled you, 
causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, 
which neither you, or your fathers had known, to teach you 
that man does not live on bread alone but from every word 
that comes from the mouth of the Lord.” Th ere is a food that 
is more important than bread. We cannot live on just physical 
food, we need spiritual food too! Th e Word of God is food for our 
spirit and sustenance for our soul. Th e Word of God sustains us 
and gives us what we need to grow. 

(Show screen image 4.) God’s Word is described as a light. 
Psalm 119:105 (NIV), “Your word is a lamp unto my feet and 
a light to my path.” Our lives can sometimes seem a bit like 
walking in the dark, we don’t always know what’s ahead or what 
path to take. When we don’t know where we’re going or what’s 
up ahead we can trust God and trust His Word. It’s a lamp unto 
our feet and a light to our path. God’s Word illuminates the 
dark parts of our life, the things about our self that we need to 
change and grow to be more like Jesus. 

(Show screen image 5.) Jesus tells a story about seed which we 
can read in Luke chapter 8. He tells of a farmer who goes out to 
sow some seed. Some of the seed falls onto the path where it 
then gets trampled on and birds come and eat it. Some of the 
seed falls onto rocky soil where once the seeds grew, they died 
quickly because they didn’t receive enough moisture. 

Some more of the seed fell where there were thorns growing. 
Here, the thorns choked the plants when they grew. But, some 
of the seed fell on good soil. Th e seed that fell onto good soil 
grew and grew and grew until it produced a crop a hundred 
times more than what was sown.

Jesus says that the seed is the Word of God. Luke 8:15 (NIV) 
“But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and 
good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering 
produce a crop.” When the seed falls on good soil it doesn’t get 
taken away, its roots grow deep and it’s not choked by troubles 
and worries. When the seed falls on good soil it grows and 
produces life. 

God’s Word makes a difference to our everyday life. Th e Bible is 
like a sword, living, active and sharp. Th e Bible is like a mirror, 
refl ecting truth that brings freedom. Th e Bible is like bread, 
nourishing us and helping us grow strong. Th e Bible is like 
light, shining a path for our feet to tread. Th e Bible is like a 
seed, sown into good soil it can produce life. I believe God’s 
Word is true. 
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BIG IDEA: THIS IS WHAT IT SAYS
BIG POINT: I BELIEVE GOD'S WORD IS TRUE

POINTS
1. WRITTEN BY GOD.

Have you got a favourite author? Whenever a new book 
comes out that they’ve written, you just can’t wait to get your 
hands on it. On the front cover it says the title of the book 
then “Written by…” and that person’s name. Th e Bible has over 
40 different authors, but it’s God’s words. Th e Bible is called 
“Th e Word of God” because it’s His words, He wrote it! God 
used faithful people, who He inspired, to write the different 
books of the Bible. 2 Timothy 3:16 (NIV), “All Scripture is God-
breathed.” 

Th e Bible as we know it, came to be over a span of thousands 
of years, but God’s Word has existed from before the beginning 
of time. John 1:1 (NLT), “In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with 
God in the beginning. Th rough him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made.” With 
His words God spoke the universe into being. God’s Word is 
more powerful than any popular book on the best seller list. 
It’s not a made up story written to entertain us, God’s Word 
is true. His words can change each one of our lives and it can 
change the world. 

2. WRITTEN IN TRUTH.

God’s Word is true. It is our foundation for what we believe. 
What God says in His Word about you is true. God’s promises 
for you in His Word are true. God’s forgiveness for us through 
Jesus, is true. Psalm 33:4 (NIV), “For the word of the Lord is 
right and true; he is faithful in all he does.” 

God’s Word is truth that gives us a strong foundation for us 
to build our lives on. When we know what IS true, we can 
easily see what’s NOT true. Th ink about one of the most 
famous verses in the Bible. John 3:16 (NIV), “For God so loved 
the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” Th is 
is the truth, God loves you and through Jesus we can have 
eternal life. If anyone tries to tell you differently, you know 
what they’re saying isn’t true! I believe God’s Word is true.

3. WRITTEN FOR US.

Th e Bible was written for YOU. 2 Timothy 3:16 (Th e Message), 
“Every part of Scripture is God-breathed and useful one way or 
another—showing us truth, exposing our rebellion, correcting 
our mistakes, training us to live God’s way. Th rough the word 
we are put together and shaped up for the tasks God has for 
us.” Some people describe the Bible as a love letter, written by 
God to you, to show you how much He loves you. If someone 
wrote me a love letter, I would want to read it ALL THE TIME! 

Th e Bible gives us wisdom for everyday life and it applies to 
every part of our life. Just like we need to eat food everyday 
to be nourished and sustained, we need to eat God’s Word 
everyday. Jesus knew the power of God’s Word, Matthew 4:4 
(NIV), “Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on 
bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of 
God.” Bread is something people eat every day. You don’t eat 
a meal just once at the start of your life and never again. You 
need to eat every day! You know it’s time to eat when you get 
hungry, so you stop what you’re doing and you have a meal or 
you have a snack. We can get hungry for God’s word too. We 
need to eat and fi ll up on it more than once. Every day we can 
be nourished and we can grow from the truth of God’s Word. 
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