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Sneak-a-Peek 
Ezra Reads God’s Word 
 

 

 
Have you ever felt overwhelming stress? Me too! There was a season where I needed to 

move out of my rented housing due to increasingly dangerous levels of disrepair, but couldn’t 
afford anything better. Moreover, my roommates all had slightly different priorities in the search 
for new housing. That’s not all, though. My dad had just lost his job, my brother was struggling 
because of some bad choices, my girlfriend hated her job and was struggling to understand 
what to do next, I was working overtime most days, and the deadlines were piling up. As the 
saying goes, when it rains, it pours. 
 In that season of my life, I remember a constant level of stress, no matter where I was or 
what I was doing. From the moment I woke up to the moment I laid down pretending to sleep, 
there was no joy in any activity or interaction—just survival. The only thing that got me through 
was a habit I’d picked up years in the past. At our church, we call it chair time, but other people 
call it daily devotions. Before I left for work, I’d spend about 15 minutes reading the Bible with a 
cup of coffee. I don’t remember what I read, but I do remember this: it was the only time through 
that entire month that I didn’t feel overwhelmed. It didn’t feel like anyone needed anything from 
me—there was no deadline, there were no tears, there was no worry. I could feel God’s 
presence reassuring me that things wouldn’t always be like this. And as always, He was right. 
 In the book of Nehemiah, it sounds like the Israelites went through a similar experience. 
They were carrying the weight of rebuilding a once great nation and displaying the name of God 
for all to see. It hadn’t gone well in the past, but as they read the word of God, they chose to 
celebrate. It brought joy, not stress, because God’s Word brings joy to everyone who 
understands it. It only brings joy, though, if you go to it. As you prepare this week, go get that joy 
from God’s Word. At the very least, read through Nehemiah 8 once or twice to see the joy that 
the Israelites experienced through the reading of God’s Word. But beware—it’s infectious.  
 
Patrick Thompson 
GO! Contributor 

BIG IDEA: It’s true, it’s true! The Bible is true! 

BIBLE BASIS: Nehemiah 8 

KEY VERSE: “All your words are true.” Psalm 119:160 
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The 5 “Be’s” of Being a Great Small Group Leader 
 
Sometimes we see people who lead and relate to kids with such effortless talent that we say of 
them, “They’re such a natural!” Make no mistake, though, great small group leaders aren’t 
born—they’re made! If you watch the most successful small group leaders closely, you’ll see 
that many of them have a method to their madness. And best of all, it’s something that anyone 
can learn. Follow these 5 “Be’s” to be the “bees knees” to your group of kids.  
 
Be prepared. It all starts here. When you’re flipping through papers during the lesson and trying 
to figure out what to say or do next, it’s very hard to engage your kids. Great small group 
leaders read the lesson before they arrive. This allows them to lead their group with excellence 
and to be mentally and relationally present for the kids.  
 
Be relational. For most kids, the thing that draws them back week after week isn’t the incredible 
lessons, it’s the feeling of being loved and known. It’s easy to sometimes think that your primary 
role is to teach the kids in your group, when in fact, the most important thing you could do is to 
know the kids. Not just their names, but their likes, their fears, and the silly things that make 
them laugh.  
 
Be consistent. Developing deep, life-changing relationships with kids takes time and trust. 
They need to see your face on a regular basis. They need to trust that you’ll be there for them. 
Great small group leaders make serving with kids a priority and show up consistently. The more 
your group of kids sees you, the quicker and deeper your relationship with them will grow.  
 
Be involved. Great small group leaders are involved with the kids from the time they arrive to 
the time they leave. Be a part of their world. If you have kid’s worship, stand among the kids and 
sing. If there are motions to the songs, roll up your sleeves and jump in. Instead of sitting in the 
back of the room during large group, sit with the kids. Let them see you be silly sometimes. 
They’ll notice and love you for it! Better yet, be involved even after they leave. Give them a call 
or send them a note during the week. 
 
Be quiet. Great small group leaders are great listeners. Kids have so much to say and too few 
people in their lives who take the time to listen. If kids know that you genuinely care about what 
they have to say, they’ll pour out their lives to you. Moreover, great small group leaders are 
masters at facilitating discussion. During small group time, be slow to talk and quick to listen.  
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Along with your other play time activities, present the following activity to children as they first 
arrive in the preschool room. Choose a leader to facilitate the activity. The activity is designed to 
introduce kids to the Bible story and Big Idea for the day. 
 
BOOKMARK 
Supplies: Bookmark template (1 per child), markers or crayons 
 
Directions: Give each child a bookmark template. The bookmark will have the memory verse 
on it: “All God’s words are true.” Encourage the children to color their bookmark. Explain to them 
how the bookmark can be placed in their Bible and used to remember where they stopped 
reading.  
 
Say: The Bible is the best book ever written. That’s because it’s filled with God’s words and ALL 
of God’s words are true. It’s true, it’s true! The Bible is true! Everything in the Bible really 
happened. 
 
Question: Do you have a Bible at home? When do you read it? Where do you read it? 
 
 

  

After the large group story time is over, help the children transition into the small group activity 
time. There are multiple activity options designed to help kids remember the Bible story and Big 
Idea, discover personal application, and to respond to God through art, prayer, and Bible 
reading. Offer as many activities as your time and space allows. 
 
BIBLE BROAD JUMP (Application Activity) 
Supplies: Roll of masking or painters tape (1) 
 
Preparation: Place 5–6 short lines of tape on the floor like rungs on a ladder. There should be 
about 8 inches between each “rung.” 
 
Directions: Have the children line up at the first line of tape. Beginning from a standing position, 
challenge the children to jump as far as they can. (This is also known as the standing broad 
jump.) Count how many lines each child was able to jump across and have them repeat the 
Bible verse below that number of times. You can play additional rounds by have the children 
jump backwards, jump sideways, or jump like a frog. 
 
Bible Verse: “All God’s words are true.” 
 
Say: The words in the Bible were written down by people, but God told them what to say. The 
Bible is filled with God’s words and all God’s words are true. It’s true, it’s true! The Bible is 
true! Everything in the Bible really happened. 
 
Question: Why do you think it’s so important to read the Bible?  
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SCRIPTURE PICTURE 
Supplies: Marker board or pad of paper (1 per group), marker (1 per group) 
 
Directions: The following activity is just like Bible Pictionary. Choose a child to draw first. Using 
the list below, whisper to them what to draw. As the child draws the picture, encourage the other 
children to guess what it is. Help only if necessary. When a child has guessed correctly, read 
the Bible story description that goes with the picture, then ask the group if that story is true or 
not true. After they answer true, have the whole group say, “It’s true, it’s true! The Bible is 
true!” Repeat for each of the pictures listed. 
 
Story Pictures: 

• Snake: A sneaky snake told Adam and Eve to disobey God and eat the special fruit.  
• Boat: God told Noah to build a big, big boat and to put 2 of every animal on it. 
• Lion: God saved Daniel by shutting closed the mouths of the lions. 
• Whale: God protected Jonah while he sat in the belly of a whale for 3 days. 
• Baby: Baby Jesus was born and laid in a manger in the little town of Bethlehem.  
• Cross: Jesus died on a cross, but He came back to life 3 days later.  

 
Say:  Some books are not true—they have stories that are made up. But not the Bible! The 
Bible is filled with God’s words and ALL God’s words are true. Everything in the Bible really 
happened. It’s true, it’s true! The Bible is true! 
 
Question: Do you have a favorite story from the Bible? What is it? Why do you like it? 
 
 
WADDLE WALK (Bible Memorization Activity) 
Supplies: Hula hoop (1 per group), Inflated Balloon (1 per group) 
 
Today’s Bible verse: 
“All (fan hands outward with palms up) your words (with palms still facing up, put hands together 
like you’re holding a book) are true (two thumbs up).” Psalm 119:160 (extend hands like you’re 
holding a book). 
 
Directions: Practice the verse together until the children can remember it. When ready, place a 
hula hoop on the floor. Choose a child to place the inflated balloon between their knees and 
walk around the hula hoop while saying the Bible verse. They must say the entire verse without 
dropping the balloon or touching it with their hands. Continue until every child has had a turn. 
Play additional rounds by challenging the children to walk backwards, hop on two feet, or skip. 
 
 
THROW BACK (Bible Story Review Activity) 
Supplies: Stuffed animal (1 per group) 
 
Directions: Have the children stand in a cluster while you stand about 6 feet away with your 
back to the group. Toss the stuffed animal over your shoulder toward the group of children. Ask 
the child who catches it, “What happened first in today’s Bible story?” Only allow them to tell a 
small part of the story. Allow the other children to help answer if needed. Next, have the child 
who caught the stuffed animal toss it over their shoulder so another child can catch it. Ask the 
next child to catch the animal, “What happened next in the story?” Repeat this until the whole 
story has been told. 
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MY FAVORITE STORY (Response to God Activity) 
Supplies: GO! Home Guide (1 per child), crayons. 
 
Directions: Give each child a GO! Home Guide and some crayons or markers. The sheet will 
have a space for children to draw. Tell the children to draw a picture of their favorite Bible story. 
If they need help, you can suggest the birth of baby Jesus. When finished, ask the children to 
show their picture to the group and to tell about it. 
 
Say: All of the stories in the Bible are true—they really happened. It’s true, it’s true! The Bible 
is true! Let’s say a prayer to God and thank Him for giving us the Bible. We can say “thanks” for 
each of the stories we drew. 
 
Prayer: Begin by asking if any of the children would like to pray. Allow any children who want to 
pray the opportunity to do so. When they’re finished, close the prayer by thanking God for all of 
the true stories in the Bible. 
 
 
COLORING SHEET AND SNACK TIME (GO! Deeper Activity) 
Supplies: Bible story coloring sheet (1 per child), markers or crayons, snack of your choice, 
napkins. 
 
Directions: Give each child a Bible story coloring sheet and some crayons or markers. While 
the children are coloring, give them a snack to eat and ask the following questions to help them 
go deeper into the story: 
 
Question: Why do you think the people listened so carefully when Ezra read the Bible to them? 
 
Question: Is it easy or hard for you to listen carefully when the Bible is being read to you? 
Why? 
 
. 


