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Sneak-a-Peek 
King Josiah Finds God’s Word 
 

 

 

 
During my late teens and early twenties I had one of the most challenging, albeit best, 

jobs on earth—I was a camp counselor. The pay was miniscule. (One year we calculated that 
the counselors earned less than a dollar an hour.) Moreover, the hours were long. And by 
“long,” I mean that we only got two nights off a week, for four hours each night. So when our 
nights off rolled around, you can imagine all of the things we needed and wanted to 
accomplish—laundry, shopping, relaxation, recreation. But most of all, we just wanted to spend 
every possible moment hanging out and building friendships with the other counselors who had 
the night off. 

One summer, though, I felt convicted to approach my nights off differently. Although they 
were preciously few, I was compelled to devote the first of my two nights off every week to God. 
For those four hours, I would spend time reading the Bible, praying, journaling, and meditating. 
As I wrestled with the thought of giving up half of my free time, I couldn’t imagine how I was 
going to accomplish everything I needed in the four remaining hours of the week. Moreover, I 
was afraid of missing out on all of the fun that the other counselors would be having together. 
Nevertheless, I gave it shot. 

Predictably, my time each week with God was life-giving. I saw more spiritual growth 
during that summer than I ever had before. And simply put, I fell more deeply in love with God 
than I could have imagined. What I didn’t anticipate, though, is that by giving God the first 
portion of my time, the remainder of my time seemed multiplied. Not only did I have enough time 
to do everything I wanted and needed, I had an abundance of time. And best of all, there was a 
divine sweetness that permeated it all. Although I had essentially cut my time of community in 
half, my connection with the other counselors was twice as deep. Not only was my time with 
God having a profound impact on me, it was also profoundly impacting those around me. 

 

BIG IDEA: It’s true, it’s true! The Bible is true! 

BIBLE BASIS: 2 Kings 22:1-23:30 

KEY VERSE: “All your words are true.” Psalm 119:160 
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If you’re like me, you might think you’re too busy to give that much time to God. But in 
fact, the opposite is true. We’re too busy not to give that much time to God. God created us first 
and foremost to have fellowship with Him, and when that’s missing, everything else suffers. So 
try something wonderfully dangerous this week—give God the first portion of your day. And not 
just your spare time. Instead, be radically generous with the time you give Him. You’ll be 
amazed at how faithful God is when you put Him first. 
 
 
David Rausch 
Mooblio President 
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The 5 “Be’s” of Being a Great Small Group Leader 
 
Sometimes we see people who lead and relate to kids with such effortless talent that we say of 
them, “They’re such a natural!” Make no mistake, though, great small group leaders aren’t 
born—they’re made! If you watch the most successful small group leaders closely, you’ll see 
that many of them have a method to their madness. And best of all, it’s something that anyone 
can learn. Follow these 5 “Be’s” to be the “bees knees” to your group of kids.  
 
Be prepared. It all starts here. When you’re flipping through papers during the lesson and trying 
to figure out what to say or do next, it’s very hard to engage your kids. Great small group 
leaders read the lesson before they arrive. This allows them to lead their group with excellence 
and to be mentally and relationally present for the kids.  
 
Be relational. For most kids, the thing that draws them back week after week isn’t the incredible 
lessons, it’s the feeling of being loved and known. It’s easy to sometimes think that your primary 
role is to teach the kids in your group, when in fact, the most important thing you could do is to 
know the kids. Not just their names, but their likes, their fears and the silly things that make 
them laugh.  
 
Be consistent. Developing deep, life-changing relationships with kids takes time and trust. 
They need to see your face on a regular basis. They need to trust that you’ll be there for them. 
Great small group leaders make serving with kids a priority and show up consistently. The more 
your group of kids sees you, the quicker and deeper your relationship with them will grow.  
 
Be involved. Great small group leaders are involved with the kids from the time they arrive to 
the time they leave. Be a part of their world. If you have kid’s worship, stand among the kids and 
sing. If there are motions to the songs, roll up your sleeves and jump in. Instead of sitting in the 
back of the room during large group, sit with the kids. Let them see you be silly sometimes. 
They’ll notice and love you for it! Better yet, be involved even after they leave. Give them a call 
or send them a note during the week. 
 
Be quiet. Great small group leaders are great listeners. Kids have so much to say and too few 
people in their lives who take the time to listen. If kids know that you genuinely care about what 
they have to say, they’ll pour out their lives to you. Moreover, great small group leaders are 
masters at facilitating discussion. During small group time, be slow to talk and quick to listen.  
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Along with your other play time activities, present the following activity to children as they first 
arrive in the preschool room. Choose a leader to facilitate the activity. The activity is designed to 
introduce kids to the Bible story and Big Idea for the day. 
 
BOOK NOOK 
Supplies: Fictional children’s picture book (1), Bible (1) 
 
Directions: Gather children around and read them a story from a fictional children’s picture 
book. When finished, ask the children if the story was true or not true. Next, ask them how they 
know that. 
 
Say: The story we read is NOT true! That means it didn’t really happen. In a little bit, we’re 
going to read a story from another book called the Bible. (Hold up Bible.) Are the stories in the 
Bible true or not true? (Children answer.) That’s right! It’s true, it’s true! The Bible is true! 
Everything in the Bible really happened. 
 
Question: Do you have a favorite true story from the Bible? What is it? 
 
 

  

After the large group story time is over, help the children transition into the small group activity 
time. There are multiple activity options designed to help kids remember the Bible story and Big 
Idea, discover personal application, and to respond to God through art, prayer, and Bible 
reading. Offer as many activities as your time and space allows. 
 
MIXED-UP MARVIN (Application Activity) 
Supplies: “Mixed-Up Marvin” story sheet (1 per group), pen or pencil (1 per group) 
 
Directions: “Mixed-Up Marvin” is a Mad Libs™ style game. Ask the children to help you fill in 
the blanks by providing the requested words. For example, “favorite food” or “silly sound.” When 
all of the blanks have been completed, read the story aloud to the children and prepare to laugh!  
 
Question: Was that story about Marvin true or not true? How do you know? 
 
Say: Today we heard a story from the Bible about King Josiah. Was that story true or not true? 
(Children answer.) It’s true, it’s true! The Bible is true! The Bible is filled with words from God 
and ALL of God’s words are true. Everything in the Bible really happened. 
 
 
TRUTH OR TALE 
Supplies: Hula hoop (1 per group), “Truth or Tale—Thumbs Up/Down” pictures (1 set/group) 
 
Directions: Place the green thumbs up and red thumbs down pictures on the floor with about 
12 feet in-between. In the middle of the signs, hold a hula hoop vertically so that children can 
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crawl through it from one sign to the other. Read the story descriptions below one at a time. If 
the children hear a true Bible story, they must crawl through the hula hoop to the green thumbs 
up. If the children hear an untrue fairytale, they must crawl through the hula hoop to the red 
thumbs down. Continue playing until all of the story descriptions have been read. 
 
Story Descriptions: 

• Noah builds a big boat and puts two of every animal on it. (True) 
• Sleeping Beauty falls asleep and can’t wake up until a prince gives her a kiss. (Not True) 
• Moses and the Israelites cross through the middle of the Red Sea. (True) 
• Snow White lives with Seven Dwarves who have silly names. (Not True) 
• Adam and Eve disobey God by eating special fruit in the Garden of Eden. (True) 
• Cinderella finds her Prince Charming by trying on a glass slipper. (Not True) 
• Jesus dies on a cross and comes back to life 3 days later. (True) 

 
Say:  All of the TRUE stories we heard come from the Bible. The Bible is filled with God’s words 
and ALL of God’s words are true. It’s true, it’s true! The Bible is true! 
 
Question: Can you think of some other true stories from the Bible? 
 
 
WADDLE WALK (Bible Memorization Activity) 
Supplies: Hula hoop (1 per group), Inflated Balloon (1 per group) 
 
Today’s Bible verse: 
“All (fan hands outward with palms up) your words (with palms still facing up, put hands together 
like you’re holding a book) are true (two thumbs up).” Psalm 119:160 (extend hands like you’re 
holding a book). 
 
Directions: Practice the verse together until the children can remember it. When ready, place a 
hula hoop on the floor. Choose a child to place the inflated balloon between their knees and 
walk around the hula hoop while saying the Bible verse. They must say the entire verse without 
dropping the balloon or touching it with their hands. Continue until every child has had a turn. 
Play additional rounds by challenging the children to walk backwards, hop on two feet or skip. 
 
 
THROW BACK (Bible Story Review Activity) 
Supplies: Stuffed animal (1 per group) 
 
Directions: Have the children stand in a cluster while you stand about 6 feet away with your 
back to the group. Toss the stuffed animal over your shoulder toward the group of children. Ask 
the child who catches it, “What happened first in today’s Bible story?” Only allow them to tell a 
small part of the story. Allow the other children to help answer if needed. Next, have the child 
who caught the stuffed animal toss it over their shoulder so another child can catch it. Ask the 
next child to catch the animal, “What happened next in the story?” Repeat this until the whole 
story has been told. 
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IT’S TRUE (Response to God Activity) 
Supplies: GO! Home Guide (1 per child), crayons. 
 
Directions: Give each child a GO! Home Guide and some crayons or markers. The sheet will 
have a space for children to draw. Ask the children where they like to read the Bible. Tell the 
children to draw a picture of themselves reading their Bible in that place. When finished, ask the 
children to show their picture to the group and to tell about it. 
 
Say: The Bible is filled with God’s words and ALL of God’s words are true. It’s true, it’s true! 
The Bible is true! Let’s say a prayer to God and thank Him for giving us the Bible. 
 
Prayer: Begin by asking if any of the children would like to pray. Allow any children who want to 
pray the opportunity to do so. When they’re finished, close the prayer by thanking God for all of 
the true stories in the Bible. 
 
 
COLORING SHEET AND SNACK TIME (GO! Deeper Activity) 
Supplies: Bible story coloring sheet (1 per child), markers or crayons, snack of your choice, 
napkins. 
 
Directions: Give each child a Bible story coloring sheet and some crayons or markers. While 
the children are coloring, give them a snack to eat and ask the following questions to help them 
go deeper into the story: 
 
Question: How do you think the people felt when they heard God’s words from the Bible for the 
very first time? Why do you think they felt that way? 
 
Question: Why do you think it’s so important that we read the Bible? 
 
. 


