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The Big Build 
God’s Story in Our Life 
 

 

 
 

 
My husband and I recently had lunch with some dear friends. We had just come from church and 

we were talking about the thought-provoking service on the Bible’s credibility. Our conversation soon 
turned to some of our mutual friends who are not Christ-followers. We talked about our struggles with how 
to openly share our faith with these people we care about. What if we mess up? What if we miss an 
opportunity? What if what we say is a turn off? 

As we ate more nachos and wrestled through this, we realized a few things. First, we can relax! 
The Holy Spirit is with us. If we ask for guidance, we’ll find it. We can also relax knowing that we have 
built trust and a relational bond with our friends. That goes a long way! 

Second, we need to create opportunities for faith conversations to happen. The environment 
matters! My friend might not ask me a question about Jesus while we’re at a party, but she might if just 
the two of us are on a walk. 

Third, we need to be prepared to answer the big questions. Why do I believe in God? Why do I 
believe Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life? At one church I worked at, the staff was told (on the spot) 
to share the 2-minute version of their faith stories. What a great exercise! Our stories help to answer 
those big questions. If you are a Christ follower, then God has invited you to be a part of His big story of 
love and redemption. Not only are you a part of His story, His story is a part of you. And you are the one 
who must own telling the story of God’s love and redemption in your life.  

As you prepare to lead the kids this week, practice your 2-minute faith story. Say it out loud or 
write it down. Be ready to share it because you never know when a kid (or an adult for that matter) might 
need to hear why you believe in God. 
 

 
Rebecca Crews 
GO! Team Member

BIG IDEA: God’s story of love and redemption continues today 
through the lives of His children. 

BIBLE BASIS: 1 John 3:1-10 

KEY VERSE: “How great is the love the Father has given us so freely! 
Now we can be called children of God.” 1 John 3:1a (NIrV) 
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Managing Small Group Materials 
 
As you’re probably aware, GO! small group activities often utilize a variety of materials. From paper to 
ping pong balls, there’s any number of items that you might have to juggle while keeping your kids 
engaged. Here are some tips to help keep you from dropping the ball: 
 
Be prepared. If you’re reading the small group lesson for the first time while seated with a group of wide-
eyed kids, you might be in for a wild ride. Always read the lesson before arriving and have a plan for 
when and how you’ll incorporate the accompanying materials.  
 
Take inventory of your materials when you arrive. No one’s perfect and occasionally you might be 
missing a material or there might not be enough materials for the number of kids you have. Take 
inventory as soon as you arrive so that you can catch mistakes early.  
 
Familiarize yourself with the materials. Sometimes the materials might look slightly different from how 
you imagined when you were reading the lesson at home. Take a look at the materials when you first 
arrive so there are no surprises during group time.  
 
Don’t reveal the materials too early. Kids can be easily distracted. Often times, if you reveal or hand out 
materials too soon, the kids will become more interested in the material and miss your instructions. Fully 
deliver your instructions before handing out the materials. If necessary, pull out just one set of materials 
for demonstration purposes.  
 
Let the kids help you. If there are papers or other materials that need to be given to each kid in the 
group, put the kids to work. They love helping! Choose one or two kids and let them hand materials to the 
rest of the group.  
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THAT’S BONKERS COMMUNITY BUILDER 
Say: Today we’ll be playing a game called “That’s Bonkers!” that will help us review the entire Big Bible 
Story. But there’s more! We’ll also get to have a really cool story sharing time and a celebration.   
 
Question: If you could create the world’s greatest celebration, what would it be like? 
 
Question: Who would you invite to your celebration? 
 
Question: During our game today, we’ll have to perform a made-up “Bonkers Action”—something a little 
crazy. What do you think the “Bonkers Action” should be?  
 
 
ADDITIONAL TIME ACTIVITY—THUMBS UP, THUMBS DOWN 
If you have additional time before Large Group begins, play “Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down.” Simply ask the 
kids in your group to share one good thing that happened this week (thumbs up) and one not-so-good 
thing (thumbs down). This is a great way for your group to share celebrations and struggles with one 
another. 
 

  

BIBLE STORY CHARADE (Application Activity) 
Directions: Tell the kids in your group to think about all of the “little” stories that make up God’s Big Bible 
Story. Tell them to think about which of those “little” stories is their favorite. Choose a kid to go first. 
Instruct them to act out their favorite story without speaking. As they act it out, allow the rest of the group 
to guess which story it is. When someone has guessed correctly, ask the actor why that’s their favorite 
story. For older kids, consider asking the group what that story taught them about God. Continue playing 
until everyone has had a turn acting a story out. When finished, ask the following question: 
 
Question: God is writing a brand-new story in your life right now! It’s a story of love and forgiveness. Who 
in your life might need to hear your story the most? Why do you think they need to hear it? 
 
 
 
BIBLE VERSE TIC-TAC-TOE (Bible Memorization Activity) 
Set up: Using tape, create a tic-tac-toe board on the floor in the middle of the group. The squares should 
be large enough to fit an 8½ x 11 sheet of paper. 
 
Directions: Place the Bible verse sign in the middle of the group and read it carefully with your kids 
several times so they can begin to memorize it. When everyone is ready, turn the sign over so they can 
no longer read it. Today’s Bible verse says: 
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“How great is the love the Father has given us so freely! Now we can be called 
children of God.” 1 John 3:1a 

 
Divide your group into two teams. Give one team the “X” papers and the other team the “O” papers. 
Decide which team will go first. Choose one kid from that team to recite the verse. If she does so 
successfully, allow her to place her team’s letter on any open square. If she is unable to recite the verse, 
her team may not place their letter on the board. Next, give the other team a turn. Continue playing until 
one team has filled three spaces in a row (horizontal, vertical, or diagonal) with their letters or until every 
space on the board has been filled. If there are still kids who haven’t had a turn, play another round.  
 
 
PRAYER KNOT (Group Prayer Activity) 
Directions: Tell your group to get in a tight circle, standing shoulder to shoulder. Tell everyone to reach 
into the circle with their right hand and grab the hand of someone across the circle. Next, tell everyone to 
reach into the circle with their left hand and grab a different person’s hand. It’s important that everyone is 
holding the hands of two different people. Challenge your group to untangle themselves and make a 
circle without breaking the chain of hands. Consider the age and abilities of your group when determining 
how much help to give them.  
 
Once your group is in a circle and holding hands, have them take a seat. Choose a kid in the circle to 
share their name and a prayer request. Everyone should listen carefully to the request, but encourage the 
two kids on either side of her to pay special attention. Those two kids should remember her request and 
pray for her over the coming week. Continue around the circle sharing requests. Finish by closing in a 
group prayer.  

 



“How great is the love the Father 

has given us so freely! Now we 

can be called children of God.”  

         1 John 3:1a 

“How great is the love the Father 

has given us so freely! Now we 

can be called children of God.”  

         1 John 3:1a 























UNDER CONSTRUCTION

Home Guide

Draw it!

Journal it!

Lesson 10.5

GOD’S STORY IN OUR LIFE
BIG IDEA:  God’s story of love and redemption continues today through the 
lives of His children.    
BIBLE BASIS:  1 John 3:1-10
KEY VERSE:  “How great is the love the Father has given us so freely! Now 
we can be called children of God.” 1 John 3:1a (NIrV)

Imagine you had a time machine and could travel to Bible times. 
What part of the Big Bible Story would you travel to? What 
would you do? Write about it.

Name Date

Draw a picture of your favorite story from the Bible. 

This Week We Learned



CAUTION CAUTION CAUTION CAUTION CAUTION CAUTION

WARNING

1 John 3:1-10. What do you want to say to God after reading 
those verses? Write it down.

Write a prayer thanking God for inviting you to be His child.Pray it!

Read it!

Next Week’s Lesson
BOOK OF PROVERBS: SEEKING WISDOM
BIG IDEA:  God is the source of all understanding, so we 
can go to Him for wisdom.   
BIBLE BASIS:  Proverbs 4:1-7; 1 Kings 3
KEY VERSE:  “It is much better to get wisdom than gold. 
It is much better to choose understanding than silver.” 
Proverbs 16:16 (NIrV)
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