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SMALL GROUP LEADERS:  Remember the C’s of Small Group Health!  Review these as key principles to keep 
our small groups healthy and fruitful. 
• CONTENT -- Biblical, intentional, and conversational. We believe that engaging the Word of God is the single 

greatest contributor to growth, life change, and experiencing life in Christ.    
• CONSISTENCY -- Regular meetings and interactions with one another. Groups must meet on a regular basis, 

as love for others can only grow if we spend time with others. 
• CARE -- Sharing life’s ups and downs with grace, love and encouragement. Group members should know 

specifically how to pray, encourage & care for one another! 
• CELEBRATION -- Celebrating God’s grace to us and having fun together. Groups should do something “fun” 

together, as this is a key way we both love God and others. 
• COMMISSION -- Participating in what God is doing during our lifetime on earth. Life in Christ means living 

sent as a missionary in the places we find ourselves.  Groups should work to multiply themselves, as well as 
reach new people and reach the community! 

• CHARACTER – The character of the Leader is paramount to a healthy group. We cannot give others what we 
do not have ourselves.  If we want others to experience life in Christ and the fullness of God’s plan, we must 
be active participants in that as well.   

 
Thanks for leading a group and helping make disciples of Jesus! 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Ice Breaker: 
a) What is something your parents made you do that you hated at that time but appreciate now? 
 
Discipleship Goal: Disciples need to know the love of God and remain in it steadfastly, rejecting 
the false, temporary and superficial love of the world. 
 
Into the Word: Read I John 4:4-13 
a) List all the ways these passages describe or articulate God's love. 
 
b) Why does John teach that assurance of salvation comes through the application of God's love in 
our lives and the presence of God's Spirit in us? 
Teaching Tip: Often assurance of salvation is merely pointing backwards to a religious action or 
experience (baptism, altar call, confirmation) rather than looking for the evidence of God's love 
actively working in our lives. 
 
c) What keeps you from appreciating and valuing the way that God has loved you in His Son? 
Teaching Tip: Propitiation is the satisfaction of God's righteous anger/wrath through the Cross. 
Understanding propitiation helps people appreciate the depth of their sinfulness, the cost of Jesus' 
sacrifice, and the height of God's love. 
 



d) Imagine you had to describe God's love to someone ... break into groups of 2-3 and assign each 
group the task of explaining God's love to the following people in less than a minute. 

--Someone who has a difficult, mistake-filled past of sin and is living in guilt & shame 
--Someone who believes they are a good person 
--Someone who believes you can just choose your own path and that if it works for you, 
great. 
 

Steps of Obedience 
e) When you do not feel God's love, or adversity causes you to question His love, what should you 
do? 
Leader Tip: All of us as Christ followers are challenged to take up the TRUTH of God’s word and 
confront things that go against that truth.  We must become believers of God’s word more than 
believers of what we see and hear.  God’s word always tells us we are loved.  Jesus is the proof of 
God’s love forevermore! 
 
f) What does it look like to "remain" in God and His love? Think in practical terms. 

--When you go to work?  
--Interact with your family? 
--Think about your identity? 

 
g) What are you specifically grateful for about God’s love?  What is one big thing that He has loved 
you through or in spite of that makes you thankful? 
 
 
Prayer Time: 
Invite everyone to pray a sentence prayer ... "God, I am thankful for Your love because 
_________." 
 


