
Rock Bridge Small Group Discussion Guide 
Ezra – Part 3 
LEADER GUIDE 

 
Leaders, remember our WIN: Making DISCIPLES 
Today you will notice a few changes to the Discussion Guide.   
These changes are designed to accomplish the following: 

1. Increase awareness for Obedience:  God calls us to obey His word, not just hear it.  If 
we love Him we obey Him! 

2. Increase accountability: We have to help each other in becoming Christ Followers.  
This only happens if we ask each other about progress and hold each other 
accountable to commitments we make to God and to ourselves. 

3. Clear Goals:  Each week we will add a discipleship goal so the intention of the 
message and the discussion guide is clear. 

4. More breaking up into smaller groups: this can facilitate greater accountability and 
vulnerability in groups that have larger attendance and participation. 

5. Occasional Homework: We will add some things that allow us to continue our journey 
outside of small group.  Encourage your group to take this seriously! 

 
Thanks for leading a group and helping make disciples of Jesus! 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ICE BREAKER 
*Share a game/event/competition that was particularly tough and grueling in your life. 
*What weapon(s) have you used (i.e.-gun, bow & arrow)?  
 
This Week's Discipleship Goal: To understand specifically how to walk in victory when we 
face the opposition of the flesh and Satan. 
 
Into the Word:  Read I Peter 5:6-12 
a) One great way to help understand biblical passages--especially the epistles (letters) such as I 
Peter--is to understand the "tone" or "attitude" of the text. Some texts read like warnings, 
others are hopeful and expectant, while others are somber and series.  What is the overall 
tone/attitude of Peter's words in these verses?  
 
b) List all the commands or imperatives found in this text. What is the goal of obeying these 
commands according to Peter? How does obedience help us stand in God's grace?  
 
c) How are you personally receiving these words today? 

--As hope giving? 
--As a warning? 



--As a promise to lean into? 
--As an explanation for something in your life? 

How then do you need to obey the Lord after this interaction with Him through His Word? 
 
 
Steps of Obedience: (Formerly Apply the Word) 
a) Before we talk about our personal obedience, think for a moment about who you need to 
share something from this message with ... who needs to hear/know/do what this 
message/passage teaches? How can you share it with them and pray for them? 
(Tip: They can email/text the web link to the sermon; they can send a quick text with the 
specific point or principle; they can also just say to the person, "Hey this weekend at church I 
heard this... and was moved to pray for you.) 
 
b) How do you typically respond to opposition, attack and discouragement?  
 
c) Why is it important for us to specifically identify the "fiery dart" aimed our faith? 
Group Leader Teaching Tip: Identifying the "dart" help us find the right promise of God to 
counter that dart. It also helps us name our opponent and by faith see it defeat in Christ. 
 
 
**Break into smaller groups of 2-4 people (by gender) for the final discussion & prayer 
time: 
d) For you to change how you face opposition to walk more in victory & hope, what needs to 
change? How can we encourage you and pray for you in this? 
 
Pray: In your prayer groups, pray against the specific fiery dart and pray for each other to 
believe and walk in the promised and provided victory in Christ. 
 
Homework: 
Encourage each group member to find one promise of God in the Bible that is specific to their 
situation and/or fiery dart. Be able to share that verse next time we get together. 
 


