
I wonder if God is really listening to my prayers. 
I wish answers would come easier. 
Prayer seems like 50-50 … maybe He will, maybe He won’t. 
  

1 John 5:13-15 
I have written these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you 
may know that you have eternal life. This is the confidence we have before Him: If we 
ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears whatever 
we ask, we know that we have what we have asked of Him. 

The Tension: Will God do or give what I want vs. Will I let God be God? 

**God has promised to answer prayer but with conditions. 

1) Why ! God has ordained prayer for missional and relational purposes. 
  

2) Who? 
I John 5:13-14a 
I have written these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you 
may know that you have eternal life. This is the confidence we have before Him … [in 
prayer] 

God answers the prayers of His children. 

Hebrews 4:14, 16 
Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens—
Jesus the Son of God—let us hold fast to our confession …let us approach the throne of 
grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in time of 
need. 

Romans 8:15-16; 26-27 
For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear. Instead, you received the 
Spirit of adoption, by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father!” The Spirit himself testifies 
together with our spirit that we are God’s children … And the Holy Spirit helps us in our 
weakness. For example, we don’t know what God wants us to pray for. But the Holy 
Spirit prays for us with groanings that cannot be expressed in words. And the Father 
who knows all hearts knows what the Spirit is saying, for the Spirit pleads for us 
believers in harmony with God’s own will. 



the Spirit also helps us in our weakness, because we do not know what to pray for as 
we should, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with unspoken groanings. And he who 
searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because he intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God. 

3) How? 
I John 5:15 
If we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 

God answers prayers that align with His will/agenda. 

Prayer is not a tool of manipulation but a habit of submission. 

2 Areas of Focus: 
a) Our character ! Look in the mirror 
b) The outcome/result ! Look in the Word of God 

4 Character Areas: 
Knowing but not fighting sin 
Unaddressed marital/relational strife 
Failure to care for the poor (Isaiah 58) 
Wrong motives 

Outcomes: 2 Options 
Pray for … our predetermined positive outcome. 

Pray for … what God has promised (Word + Spirit) 

What Has God Promised? 
Save those who call on Him in faith (Rom. 10:13) 
Give us more of Himself (Luke 11:13; Eph. 5:18) 
Make us more like Christ (Romans 8:29) 
Give us what we need if we seek Him first (Matt. 6:33) 
To spread Gospel globally & ethnically (Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 1:8) 



4) When? 
I John 5:15 
And if we know that He hears whatever we ask, we know that we have what we have 
asked of Him. 

God never does nothing (with prayer). 

The promise of persistence (Luke 18:1-10) 

George Mueller 
I am now, in 1864, waiting upon God for certain blessings, for which I have daily 
besought Him for 19 years and 6 months, without one day’s intermission. Still the 
full answer is not yet given concerning the conversion of certain individuals, 
though, in the meantime, I have received many thousands of answers to prayer. I 
have also prayed daily, without intermission, for the conversion of other 
individuals about ten years, for others six or seven years, for others four, three 
and two years, for others about eighteen months; and still the answer is not yet 
granted. 

Strange packaging 

Matthew 7:8-11 
For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who 
knocks, the door will be opened. Who among you, if his son asks him for bread, will give 
him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? If you then, who are evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven 
give good things to those who ask him. 

Genesis 17:18-20 
So Abraham said to God, “If only Ishmael were acceptable to you!” 
But God said, “No. Your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will name him Isaac. I 
will confirm my covenant with him as a permanent covenant for his future offspring. As 
for Ishmael, I have heard you. I will certainly bless him; I will make him fruitful and will 
multiply him greatly. He will father twelve tribal leaders, and I will make him into a great 
nation. 

Different timelines (earth v. eternal) 


