wond r I k LESSON 5 LITTLE LEARNERS

LESSON 5

JOSIAH AND THE BOOK OF THE LAW

LESSON AT A GLANCE

WONDER TRUTH: God Delights in Our Obedience

SCRIPTURE: 2 Kings 22-23; 2 Chronicles 34

GOD’S BIG STORY: After many years of ungodly kings, King Josiah leads God'’s people in obeying God. God is
delighted in their obedience and protects that generation from punishment.

WORD OF WONDER: Be still, and know that | am God. —Psalm 46:10a

Object Lesson: Exploring Books

Activity: Lost and Found

God'’s Big Story

Word of Wonder

Prayer and Blessing
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Object Lesson: Exploring Books

SUPPLIES: various toddler-appropriate hardcover books (sensory books, if possible)
Greet the kids warmly and welcome them to church. Set out a variety of toddler-appropriate hardcover
books (sensory books, if available).

Welcome! I’'m so glad to see you today. Would you like to look at some books with me? Let’s
explore what they look and feel like.

Encourage kids to explore books on their own. Help them explore the pages by pointing out textures
and colors. Identify animals or shapes as they appear in the books. Let the kids choose a book for you to
read to them. Ask questions about the pictures. Ask which book they like the best.

We’re going to learn about people from the Bible who found a very important book—the Bible!
The Bible is God’s Word. We'll learn how the people made God very happy when they listened to
Him and His Word.

Activity: Lost and Found

SUPPLIES: variety of items such as a spoon, block, stuffed animal, small ball; basket or bag

Ahead of time, scatter various items on the floor.

Have kids sit on the floor and put the empty basket or bag in the middle of your group. I’ve lost some
of my favorite things! Do you think you can help me find them? Once you find something, you can
put it in the basket or bag.

Guide kids to locate the items you have scattered around your space. For younger kids, ask for each

item by name. For older kids, describe the item (bring me something soft, etc.). Encourage them to put
the items in the basket or bag.

Thanks for finding these things! In today’s part of God’s big story, we’ll hear about a time when
something very important was found, and it changed God’s people. They learned to obey God.
God was very happy! Another word for that is delighted. We’'ll learn how it makes God very happy
when we follow and obey Him. Obedience is listening to God and doing what He wants.

Our Wonder Truth today is: GOD DELIGHTS IN OUR OBEDIENCE.

Encourage the kids to do the following motions while you repeat the Wonder Truth. Older toddlers can
say the words with you as they do the motions.

GOD—Point up.

DELIGHTS—Point to your smiling mouth.

IN OUR OBEDIENCE—Give a thumbs-up.

Today we’ll learn about how God delights in our obedience. Let’s sing about obeying God in
everything that we do and thank Him for His Word.
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Play songs from the Little Learners Playlistand encourage the kids to sing and dance as they praise
God.

God’s Big Story

SUPPLIES: Bible
Our God’s big story today is a great story from the Bible about a person named Josiah. Encourage
the kids to say, “Josiah.” Let’s find out from the Bible what happened to Josiah!

Show the kids the God’s Big Story Video, read the story from the Bible, or use the script provided. You
can show the Bible Story Picture to give kids a visual depiction as you tell the story.

God’s people were not following God. It made God sad. They forgot all about God! Show a sad
face. Pause to allow kids to respond. Josiah became king when he was only eight years old. Josiah
was a good king who made good choices. Can you make a happy face? Pause to allow kids to
respond.

One day, King Josiah told some leaders to clean up the temple. The temple was where people used
to come to meet with God. When they did that, they found a scroll, or writings, that had God’s
words on it. Wow! Show a shocked face. Pause to allow kids to respond. When someone read the
words to Josiah from the scroll with God’s Word, he was upset because he knew that he and
God’s people were not obeying God. Can you make a sad face? Pause to allow kids to respond.

The words from God changed everything! Josiah changed his ways and led the people to make
good choices and obey God. They worshiped God again. They did what God wanted. God was
very happy with Josiah and the people’s obedience. God delights when we obey Him just as He
delighted in when Josiah and the Israelites obeyed God. Can you make a happy face? Encourage
kids to show a happy face. God delights in our obedience.

Instruct kids to sit in the floor. Pass out snacks and say a prayer together.
Invite kids to repeat after you:

Dear God. kids repeat

You know me, love me, and lead me too. kids repeat

Please help me follow You. kids repeat

Thank you for snacks so yummy. kids repeat

That fill my happy tummy! kids repeat

Amen
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Word of Wonder

SUPPLIES: Bible

WORD OF WONDER
Be still, and know that | am God.
—Psalm 46:10a

Our Word of Wonder for the Kings and Prophets series is from Psalm 46:10a. Let’s practice saying
the Word of Wonder together. Open a Bible to Psalm 46:10a and practice the verse with the kids.

Encourage the kids to do the motions and say the verse with you.

e BE STILL,—Open your palms, facing down. Move your palms downward at the same time.
o AND KNOW—Point to your head.
e THAT | AM GOD.—Point up.

e PSALM 46:10a—Hold your hands open in front of you, as if opening a book.

Prayer and Blessing

Let’s talk to God. Dear God, thank You for loving us no matter what. Please guide us to obey You
and help us make good choices. We love You! In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Encourage the kids to hold their hands in front of them, with palms up, as if their hands are open to
receive something. Tell them to listen and receive the blessing as you speak it over them.

Blessing: May God be delighted in your thoughts and actions this week as you seek to follow
and obey His ways.

God gives us the Bible so we can know Him and know how He wants us to live. It can help us
know what’s right and wrong. His Word helps us know what to do. Let’s play a game. You can
listen closely to my directions to know what to do.

Gather the kids together and lead them in a game of Simple Simon Says. In this simplified version,
don’t say the phrase “Simon Says.” Instead, simply give instructions for the kids to follow by using the
examples below. Give the directions in quiet or loud voices and invite the kids to obey the directions.

Use the following directions:

e Raise your hand.

e Sit down.

e Touch your toes.

e Point to your head.
e Stand up.

e Spinin a circle.

e Go touch the wall.
e Make a silly face.

e Make a happy face.



The happy face reminds us of how God is happy when we trust and follow Him. We can obey God
and do what He wants! Even if we do wrong things, God will forgive us, and He will help us obey.

Leader Many toddlers are testing boundaries and limits and may struggle to obey.
Make sure the takeaway from this lesson is that living for God is doing certain things and obeying

His rules. God loves us. He gives us grace and helps us. It's normal for toddlers to struggle with
boundaries.
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