wond r I k LESSON 1 LITTLE LEARNERS

LESSON 3

BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE

LESSON AT A GLANCE

WONDER TRUTH: God Dwells with His People

SCRIPTURE: 1 Kings 8

GOD'’S BIG STORY: Solomon fulfills the wish of his father, King David, to build God a temple. The Israelites
celebrate the completed temple—God’s presence forever dwells with His people!

WORD OF WONDER: Be still, and know that | am God. —Psalm 46:10a

Object Lesson: Putting Together Pieces

Activity: Build a Temple

God'’s Big Story

Word of Wonder

Prayer and Blessing

-
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Object Lesson: Putting Together Pieces

SUPPLIES: wooden knob puzzle, magnetic blocks (optional)

Greet the kids warmly and welcome them to church.

Welcome to church! Today we’re going to learn about a man in the Bible named Solomon.
Solomon built a big house for God. God wants to be together with His people. He wants to be
with us.

Show the kids a wooden knob puzzle. Look at this fun toy. | can take these pieces and find the right
spot for them. Try to fit a piece in the wrong place, then put it in the correct place and say, “Oh, they go
together.”

Repeat this routine with all the puzzle pieces and let the kids try putting pieces into the puzzle.
Magnetic blocks may also be used in addition to, or instead of, a puzzle. Demonstrate how the magnetic
blocks stick together and let the kids hold them and put them together. Kind of like how these pieces
go together, God wants to be together with us.

Can you say these words with me? Say, “God is with me” one word at a time and encourage the kids
to repeat each word. Repeat the phrase a few times with the kids, slowly and one word at a time.

Activity: Build a Temple

SUPPLIES: wooden, plastic, or magnetic building blocks; toy tools; construction hats and vests
(optional)

Use the supplies to build something interesting. You can make a house, a tower, a playground, a
fence—anything you want! Provide a variety of wooden, plastic, or magnetic blocks and toy tools. Add
in construction hats and vests, if available. Now let’s work together to build a big, beautiful temple.
That’s a place like a big house—where God’s people can be with God and worship Him. We're
going to learn about when God’s people built a temple so they could be with God.

Our Wonder Truth today is: GOD DWELLS WITH HIS PEOPLE. That means God is with us.
Encourage the kids to do the following motions while you repeat the Wonder Truth. Older toddlers can
say the words with you as they do the motions.

GOD—Paoint up.

DWELLS WITH—Clasp your hands together in front of chest.

HIS PEOPLE—Point to yourself.

Today we’ll learn that God dwells with His people. That means God is with us, all the time! Let’s

sing together and praise God because He is with us!

Play songs from the Little Learners Playlist and encourage the kids to sing and dance as they praise
God.
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God'’s Big Story

SUPPLIES: Bible, paper or toy crown, blocks, toy tool, Bible Story Picture (1/SG)
Our God’s big story today is a great story from the Bible. It’'s about a person named Solomon.
Encourage the kids to say, “Solomon.” Let’s find out from the Bible what happened to Solomon.

Show the kids the God’s Big Story Video, read the story from the Bible, or use the script provided. You
can also print the Bible Story Picture to give the kids a visual depiction as you tell the story.

Use the supplies to act out the story as you read it. Whenever you say, “God,” point up and encourage
kids to point up too. Whenever you say, “with,” clasp your hands together in front of your chest and
encourage kids to hold their hands together in front of them too.

God (point up) made a promise that Solomon would build a temple. A temple is a big house for
God (point up). Solomon became king of the land. Put on crown and point to it. Solomon was king
during a wonderful time.

Solomon and his people built a beautiful temple. The temple was a great, big house for God (point
up). Use a few blocks and a toy tool to build a house-like structure and point to it. People could come
to the temple and worship God (point up). Solomon and the people knew that God (point up) was
too big and too great to just live in a house. But they built Him one anyway because God (point up)
promised that He would be with (clasp hands together in front of chest) the people.

On a very special day, the people gathered at the temple. They were glad and praised God (point
up) because God (point up) is so good! Then the glory of God (point up) filled the whole temple, like
a cloud. King Solomon knew that God (point up) was with (clasp hands together in front of chest)
the people in the temple.

Many years later, Jesus came. Jesus died on the cross so we could be with (clasp hands together in
front of chest) God (point up) too! God (point up) dwells with (clasp hands together in front of chest)
us! God (point up) is with (clasp hands together in front of chest) us all the time!

Instruct kids to sit in the floor. Pass out snacks and say a prayer together.

Invite kids to repeat after you:

Dear God. kids repeat

You know me, love me, and lead me too. kids repeat
Please help me follow You. kids repeat

Thank you for snacks so yummy. kids repeat

That fill my happy tummy! kids repeat

Amen
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Word of Wonder

SUPPLIES: Bible

WORD OF WONDER
Be still, and know that | am God.
—Psalm 46:10a

Our Word of Wonder for the Kings and Prophets series is from Psalm 46:10a. Let’s practice saying
the Word of Wonder together. Open a Bible to Psalm 46:10a and practice the verse with the kids.

Encourage the kids to do the motions and say the verse with you.

e BE STILL,—Open your palms, facing down. Move your palms downward at the same time.
o AND KNOW—Point to your head.
e THAT | AM GOD.—Point up.

e PSALM 46:10a—Hold your hands open in front of you, as if opening a book.

Prayer and Blessing

Let’s pray and talk with God. Can you repeat these words after me? Say the words one or two at
a time and give time for the kids to repeat. God, thank You that You’re with us all the time. We love
You! In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Encourage the kids to hold their hands in front of them, with palms up, as if their hands are open to
receive something. Tell them to listen and receive the blessing as you speak it over them.

Blessing: May you remember that God is always with you. May you have joy because He wants
to be with you!

Solomon built the temple—a great, big house for God—so that God and His people could be
together. God wants to be together with us too! God is with us all the time! Let’s play a game
about being together.

Stand in the middle of the room and encourage the kids to spread out. When you call out, “Come
together!” invite the kids to come to the middle to be close to you. Each time they gather together,
encourage them to say the Wonder Truth with you: God dwells with His people. Then let them spread
out again and repeat the game. To make it more challenging, you move to different places and tell the
kids to race to you when you say, “Come together!”

Remember that God wants to be close with us, and He’s always with us.
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