THEME: God’s Calling

God Speaks
to Samuel

November
1 Samuel 3 Week 1

N o)
f Point
God speaks.

Teacher Background

What Happens: Samuel is a young boy who lives in the Tabernacle.
One night, he wakes up to someone calling his name. He thinks it’s Eli, I
the priest, but it's not. The third time Samuel hears his name, Eli realizes

it's God. Samuel listens to God’s message and passes it along. God

Key Verse
speaks, so we listen for him. Y

“So don’t be afraid; you are

Why It Matters: Kids have busier schedules than ever. Without a e vElvelele 1 el iz @
break in their activities, it can be hard for kids to have room to listen whole flock of sparrows.
for God. Use this lesson to encourage kids to pause for at least a few Matthew 10:31

minutes each day, allowing space for God to speak.

Think About: Have you ever felt like God was speaking to you? How QUICK TIP

did you respond?

Two or More has built-in discussion
that gives kids a chance to speak
and listen! With a smaller group,
there should be time for everyone
to share. What a great chance

to build community! Listen well
and without judgment, and don’t
pressure kids to share if they don’t
feel comfortable.

Pray that your kids will hear God speaking to them.

Date: 7




This Leson at a Glance
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WHAT HAPPENS &

CHECK IN
Connect about the week.

KIDS DISCOVER

The importance of friendships at church.

SET THE STAGE
Share about a topic related to the lesson.

The connection between their world and the Bible.

EXPERIENCE THE BIBLE
Play a listening game to learn how
Samuel listened.

That Samuel heard from God.

HANDS-ON DISCOVERY
Make and listen to simple
stringed instruments.

How God speaks in different ways.

PLAY A GAME
Listen to changing directions
despite distractions.

How to tune out distractions and listen to God.

PRAY TOGETHER
Think with and listen for God.

That God wants to think with us.

Bible

rubber bands (1 per child)
markers (2 per child)

sheets of construction paper in 4
different colors (10 of each, plus
2 sheets per color per child)
painter’s tape

o upbeat music
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EASY SUPPLIES
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cereal or tissue boxes (1 per child)



O

CHECK IN (s minuTES)

- Thank kids for coming and
have kids double high-five
a friend.

. Make announcements and
collect offering.

Celebrate any birthdays by
having kids say, “Three cheers
for our birthday friends!

Hip, hip, hooray! Hip, hip,
hooray! Hip, hip, hooray! It’s
your birthday!”

ASK: What do you want to tell
everyone today? Share your own
quick story first, and then let
everyone share! For groups of more
than six, have kids share in pairs so
everyone has a turn to talk.

EXPERIENCE THE BIBLE (10 minuTES) @

SUPPLIES
- Bible

DISCUSS

&)

SET THE STAGE (5 minuTES)

SAY: Today we’re going to learn
that ® God speaks, so we listen
for him! We hear noises all the
time without even thinking about
it. Let’s think about sounds we’d
enjoy hearing.

ASK: Tell about a sound you’d
want to play on a sound machine
to help you sleep. Share your
own quick story first, and then let
everyone share!

SAY: We talked about sounds that
would help us sleep. In the Bible, a
boy named Samuel heard a sound
while he was already sleeping. It
was God!

ASK: Since our story is about Samuel sleeping, I’d like you to tell about
what color your bedroom is. Share your own quick answer first, and then let

everyone share!

SAY: We don’t know what color Samuel’s bedroom was in the Bible. We do
know he was 12 years old and he lived in the Tabernacle—a special tent
that was God’s house. It was kind of like a church today! Samuel helped
the church leader there, named Eli. And we know what happened one night

when Samuel was sleeping!

WHISPER AND LISTEN

Open your Bible to 1 Samuel 3, and show kids the words.

Read 1 Samuel 3:3-4.

SAY: Samuel thought Eli was calling him. But Eli told Samuel to go back

to bed.

Two more times, Samuel heard his name. Samuel! Samuel! Finally, Eli
realized God was trying to speak to Samuel. ® God speaks. And Samuel
listened to God’s message. Let’s pause our story for a minute. | want to see

how well you listen to a message.



Have kids sit in a small circle with you.

SAY: We’'re going to play a game that requires careful listening! First, you’ll
have to listen for gour name. If you hear your name, go stand across the
room from me.

- Whisper a child’s name. If you have just one or two kids, you might
whisper the name of a child who's not there just to keep kids listening.

- When a child has been called and is standing across the room,
whisper to the child a command, such as “Touch your nose while
spinning in a circle”

- The kids who are sitting closest to you should be able to hear the
message, but the child across the room may struggle.

Everyone will act out what they heard at the same time. Kids may be
doing different things if it was difficult for the child across the room to
hear you.

Repeat several times with new commands.

End with this command, “Say, ‘Eli, your sons are in big trouble!” ” Make
sure kids hear the correct message in the end.

SAY: That last one was God’s message to Samvuel. Eli’s sons had been doing
bad things, and God wanted Samuel to tell Eli that they were in trouble.
That’s not a very fun message to share!

ASK: How would you feel if gou had to tell Eli that God said his sons were in
trouble? Let kids call out their answers.

SAY: It wasn’t a happy message, but Samuel listened and obeyed. And do
you know what? God kept on speaking to Samuel when he was an adult!
Samuel became a prophet—someone who hears from God and passes on
his messages.

Our messages got a little confused, but Samuel had no trouble hearing
God’s messages. ® God speaks, and Samuel learned to listen to God and
pass on his messages just as God said them. And God didn’t speak only to
Samvuel. ® God speaks to us today, too! So we can listen for him.

QUICK TIP

If you were surprised by a bigger
group today, tweak this game and
play it like Telephone so kids pass on
the message and it gets distorted.
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/HANDS-ON DISCOVERY (10 MinuTES) @

SUPPLIES
+ cereal or tissue boxes (1 per child)

+ rubber bands (1 per child)
+ markers (2 per child)

CELEBRATE SMALL

One of the best parts of mixed-
age groups is giving older kids
the chance to take leadership
roles and help young kids. You're
raising leaders!

12 Two or More: All Kids Together

WRAP A RUBBER BAND AROUND A BOX

SAY: It’s fun to listen to God, and it’s also fun to listen to music! Let’s make
instruments to play.

. Give each child a box, a rubber band, and two markers.

- Show kids how to wrap the rubber band around the perimeter of the
box. It should stretch tightly around the box. Older kids can guide
younger kids in setting up their boxes and rubber bands.

- Turn the box on its side so a long side is facing up.

PLACE MARKERS UNDER THE RUBBER BAND
. Place one marker under the rubber band at the far left side of the box.
. Place the other marker under the rubber band, too.

- Slide the second marker along the side of the box as you pluck the
rubber band with your finger between the two markers.

- Have kids listen carefully to the sound the rubber band makes as it’s
plucked when the marker is at different places.

TALK ABOUT IT

SAY: The rubber band acts like a guitar string, and the moving marker
causes the rubber band to make different pitches along the box. It sounded
different each time we moved the marker. ® God speaks, but he doesn’t
always sound the same.

ASK: How does God’s voice change like the pitches changed on the box?

SAY: Sometimes God speaks quietly. In 1 Kings 19, God spoke to Elijah in a
gentle whisper. And in Psalm 68, David says God’s mighty voice thunders
from the sky. The prophet Zephaniah told God’s people that God will rejoice
over them with singing.

ASK: What do his different “voices” tell us about God?

SAY: ® God speaks, so we listen for him. And his voice reveals his
closeness, his power, and his love for us.




(‘LAY A GAME (10 minuTES) @

THROW PAPER WADS AND LISTEN FOR A

CHANGE IN DIRECTIONS SUPPLIES

- sheets of construction paper in 4
different colors (10 of each, plus

SAY: Earlier we got to hear about Samuel’s experience with hearing from 1-2 sheets per color per child)

God. Poor Samuel was confused at first when a voice kept waking him up,
but he finally discovered it was God’s voice! * painter’s tape

Like it was for Samuel, it can be hard for us to know if we’re hearing God, * upbeat music

even if we’re trying to listen for him. This game will show you what | mean.

Split kids between the two sides of the room. Have only one child? No EASY PREP

problem! Leaders play too! - Ball up the sheets of paper.

Mix up all the colors of paper wads, and place an equal amountin a - Use tape lines to split your room
pile on the floor on each side. in half.

- Youll call out a color, and each side’s goal will be to get rid of the paper
wads of that color from their side. Kids will quickly throw the paper
wads to the other side—even the new paper wads that are thrown
onto their side.

- After you've called out the first color and kids are throwing paper
wads, play the music in the background for added noise.

.- Allow aminute or so, and then say a different color in a normal voice.

Continue to switch the color, altering how loud you say it. Sometimes
kids may miss the change, and that’s OK.

- When time’s up, turn off the music to signal the end of the game.

TALK ABOUT IT
ASK: What made it hard to hear me in the game?

ASK: What are busy, noisy things in your life that might make it hard to
hear what God is saying to you? Share an example of your own, such as
staying busy with your job, housework, and paying bills. Then have kids share
in pairs.

SAY: There’s a lot going on in our lives, and that can keep us distracted
when ® God speaks.

Sometimes God will get our attention through other people who have heard
him—kind of like in our game when someone might have heard me say a
new color and you didn’t. You might’ve seen them throwing the new color,
so you switched, too.

God can get our attention in a lot of ways, but we can also choose to take
a timeout each day from all the noise and listen for God. Let’s do that by
looking for words from the Bible.

God’s Calling Lesson 1 13
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PRAY TOGETHER (s minuTeS) @

QUICK TIP

Age this prayer time up or down

by challenging a group of mostly
preteens to sit in silence for longer,
or keeping it brief for a mostly
younger group.

—~ =~
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Two or More: All Kids Together

SAY: Sometimes it’s hard to keep our minds and hearts focused on talking
with and listening to God. We try to pray and listen, but we start to think
about what we want for supper, we spot a fly buzzing around, or we notice
an itch on our nose. We start to think about friends or homework or our
favorite TV show. Then we remember that we’re supposed to be listening
for God! Oops!

Here’s the good news: Prayer isn’t just about talking to God. Prayer
happens when we simply spend time with God and remember God is there
with us. So don’t feel bad when your thoughts wander when you pray—our
loving God will wander right along with you! Let’s practice spending quiet
time with God right now.

Have everyone move so they can have some space around them and
sit comfortably.

Now let’s spend time thinking about God and welcoming God into our
thoughts. And if your thoughts start to wander? Simply talk with God about
whatever you’re thinking. Ask him if there’s something he wants to tell you
about that. We’'ll have two minutes of quiet, then I’'IL pray aloud.

Estimate two minutes by counting silently in your head. When time is up,
close with this prayer.

PRAY: Dear God, may we always remember that you are with us and that
you speak to us. Thanks for thinking with us and spending time with us
today. We love you. Amen.

SAY: ® God speaks. So let’s always remember to listen for him!





