wond r I k LESSON 4 LITTLE LEARNERS

LESSON 4

THE BRONZE SNAKE

LESSON AT A GLANCE

 WONDER TRUTH: Only God Saves h
SCRIPTURE: Numbers 21
GOD'’S BIG STORY: Even after God provides for His people in the wilderness, they complain and are struck
by venomous snakes. To save the people, God instructs Moses to put a bronze snake on a pole; anyone who
looks at the snake will live.

WORD OF WONDER: God is faithful. That's who He is. —from 2 Timothy 2:13
. J

Activity: Sand Sensory Bin

Activity: Wiggling Snakes

God'’s Big Story

Word of Wonder

Prayer and Blessing
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Activity: Sand Sensory Bin

SUPPLIES: sand, bin
Fill a bin with sand.

Greet the kids warmly and welcome them to church.

Welcome! Today we’re going to talk about people who walked in the desert for a long time.
Deserts have lots of sand. Let’s have fun using our fingers to draw in the sand. We can even
pretend our fingers are walking in the desert, like the people in our story. Let’s find out more and
get curious!

Set out a bin filled with sand. Give kids time to explore the sand. Show them how they can use their
fingers to draw pictures in the sand and how they can pretend to walk their fingers through the sand.

Activity: Wiggling Snakes
SUPPLIES: gummy worms or snakes

Can you show me how snakes move? Allow kids to respond. Yes, snakes slither and wiggle! Let’s
see if we can make these gummy snakes wiggle!
Hold up the gummy worms or snakes and pretend to make them wiggle. Toss them into the air and let

them fall onto the ground around the kids. Encourage the kids to avoid touching the pretend snakes as
the kids run around the room. Watch closely to make sure the kids don’t eat the gummy candies.

In God’s big story today, we’re going to hear about some snakes that wiggled and slithered all
over the place. The people in the story turned from God and started to complain, and God used
the snakes to remind the people of something very important: that only He can save!

Our Wonder Truth today is: ONLY GOD SAVES.

Encourage the kids to do the following motions while you repeat the Wonder Truth. Older toddlers can
say the words with you as they do the motions.

ONLY GOD—Point up.

SAVES—Wrap your arms around yourself as if hugging yourself.

Today we’ll learn that only God saves. Let’s sing and worship God together as we remember that
only He can save!

Play songs from the Little Learners Playlist and encourage the kids to sing and dance as they praise
God.
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God'’s Big Story

SUPPLIES: Bible
Wonder Ink RESOURCES: Bible Story Picture (1/SG)
Gather the kids together and have them sit down. Tell them today’s part of God’s big story comes from

the book of Numbers in the Bible. Show them a Bible and point out where the story is in the Bible.

Our part of God’s big story today is about a man named Moses. Can you say, “Moses”? Pause to allow
the kids to respond. Moses and God’s people, the Israelites, were in the desert. Let’s hear the story!

Show the kids the God'’s Big Story Video, or read the story from the Bible, or use the script provided. You
can print the Bible Story Picture to give kids a visual depiction as you tell the story.

We’re going to wander around the room as we listen to the story because the people in the story
were wandering in the desert. Invite the kids to follow you and listen as you wander and tell the story.

God saved His people, the Israelites, and took care of them. He told them how to live and
promised to lead them to a special land that would be their home. But the people didn’t always
listen to God and obey Him.

They forgot all the amazing things God had done for them and how He had taken care of them.
They had to walk in the desert for a long time. Pretend to walk a long time and get hot and tired.
They complained and didn’t want to listen to Him anymore. Can you say, “Waa, waa, waa”? Allow
kids to do so. So God sent snakes. Pretend to slither like a snake! Allow the kids to slither like snakes.

The people cried out and asked God to save them. Can you say, “Save us”? Allow kids to respond.
God told Moses to put a fake snake on a pole, and when the people looked at it, they would be
saved from the snakes.

God still continues to look out for us today! Say “Yay!” with me. Allow kids to respond. God saves
us through Jesus, and He is the only one with the power to help us because only God saves!

Instruct kids to sit in the floor. Pass out snacks and say a prayer together.
Invite kids to repeat after you:

Dear God. kids repeat

You know me, love me, and lead me too. kids repeat

Please help me follow You. kids repeat

Thank you for snacks so yummy. kids repeat

That fill my happy tummy! kids repeat

Amen
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Word of Wonder

SUPPLIES: Bible

WORD OF WONDER

God is faithful. That’s who He is.
—from 2 Timothy 2:13

Our Word of Wonder for the Think Again series is from 2 Timothy 2:13. Let’s practice saying the
Word of Wonder together. Open a Bible to 2 Timothy 2:13 and practice the verse with the kids.

Encourage the kids to do the motions and say the verse with you.

e GOD—Point up.

¢ IS FAITHFUL.—Give two thumbs-up (one on each word).

e THAT’S WHO—Put your arms out in front of you, palms up (one on each word).
e HE IS.—Point up (once on each word).

e FROM 2 TIMOTHY 2:13—Hold your hands open in front of you, as if holding a book.

Prayer and Blessing

After the kids finish their activity, pray with them and thank God for saving us.
Let’s pray and talk to God.

God, thank You for reminding the Israelites that You could save them, and thank You for saving us
too! We love You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Encourage the kids to hold their hands out in front of them, with palms up, as if their hands are open to
receive something. Tell them to listen and receive the blessing as you speak it over them.

Blessing: May you remember that just as God saved the Israelites, He has the power to save you
as well! Always remember that Jesus is the only way to eternal life. May you remember that only
God saves!

SUPPLIES: yarn, scissors (prep only)
Ahead of time, cut a handful of pieces of yarn at various lengths. These will be the pretend snakes.
This game is similar to The Floor Is Lava. Have the kids spread out around the room.

The Israelites wandered around the desert for many years. We’re going to pretend we’re the
Israelites wandering in the desert. When | say, “Go,” you’re going to walk and wander all around
the room. But you have to stay away from the snakes. When | shout “snakes,” I'll toss some
pretend snakes (hold up the yarn pieces) onto the ground, and you must get really far away from
them.

Allow kids to walk around the room while you periodically call out “snakes” and toss the yarn pieces
onto the floor. Play several rounds.

Today we learned from God’s big story that only God saves! He saved His people from the snakes,
and He saves us through Jesus!
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https://vimeo.com/1135517237/ccdb2f95f8?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci



