Christmas & “peace” go together

Isaiah 9:6 (ESV)

Forto us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his
shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Luke 2:14 (ESV)
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

What if the peace we have or the peace we seek is not the peace God gives?
e The Jews: political-military leader
e Herod: massacre of children
e Mary & Joseph: slander; disruption; refugees

John 14:27 (NIV)
Peace | leave with you; My peace | give you. | do not give to you as the world gives.

Matthew 10:34 (ESV)
“Do not think that | have come to bring peace to the earth. | have not come to bring peace,
but a sword ...”

We carry the baggage of FALSE PEACE.
e The life we are living
e The hopes we are carrying
e The lack we are experiencing
e The “religion” we are practicing

Jeremiah 6:14 (ESV)
They have healed the wound of my people lightly, saying, ‘Peace, peace, when there is ho
peace.

Luke 2:25-28 (ESV)

Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous
and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 2 And it
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had
seen the Lord's Christ. 2 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 22 he took him
up in his arms and blessed God and said ...

Simeon:
e Living by God’s revelation (Word)



e Sensitive to God’s presence
e Waiting on God’s timing
e Captivated by Jesus

Luke 2:29-32 (ESV)

“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word;

% for my eyes have seen your salvation *'that you have prepared in the presence of all
peoples, %2a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.”

Luke 2:33-35 (ESV)

And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 3 And Simeon blessed
them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of
many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed * (and a sword will pierce through your own
soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”

Our hearts (CEO center) is set to look for and have peace.

The peace the heart has or seeks may not be true peace.

Jeremiah 17:9 (ESV)
The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it?

Examples of False Peace:
Peace of relief
Peace of escape
Peace of the external
Peace of ighorance/deception

True peace is centered upon and found in the Prince of Peace~Jesus.

We may not know we have (or seek) false peace until it is disrupted (or proves elusive).

Matthew 2:1-3a (ESV)
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise
men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the
Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” *When Herod the
king heard this, he was troubled ...
Our Path to True Peace:
1) Suspect worldly consolations

Human control

Human creation

Human comparison




Romans 8:6 (ESV)
For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.

2) Acceptdisturbances—even so called “defeats” as steps to true peace, not
setbacks.

3 Defeats/Disturbances to Accept & Embrace:
a) The insufficiency of “me”
b) The depth of sorrow for my sins & sinfulhess
c) The costly sight of Jesus’ blood

| Peter 1:18-19 (TLB)
God paid a ransom to save you ... the ransom he paid was not mere gold or silver ... ®*But he
paid for you with the precious lifeblood of Christ, the sinless, spotless Lamb of God.

3) The gaze of the heart toward the fullness of God in Christ.

Hebrews 12:1b-2 (ESV)

... let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2looking to Jesus, the founder
and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.




