
Monday meet-ups (verify accuracy) 
Series logo/graphic 
 
GRAPHIC A: Half Empty or Half Full 
https://ncdalliance.org/sites/default/files/styles/feature_1800x900/public/news/Half-empty-
glass-008.jpg?itok=p8XvcPvC 
 
GRAPHIC B: Half Empty or Half Full 
https://vaumfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Glass-half-full_empty.jpg 
 
{all together on one slide} 
Framing: 
 We do not just see something; we see things as … 
 “It depends on how you look at it” 
 
 
We often focus on trying to change practices without first examining and being willing to 
change our paradigms. 
 
John 5:17, 19 
 “My Father is still working, and I am working also  …  For whatever the Father does, the Son 
likewise does these things.” 
 
Reframe: 
 God is always present and at work. 
 
{all together; one slide} 
Genesis 28 
Jacob: scheming, running, controlling 
 --Fugitive from his brother 
 --Family strife 
 --Seeking a wife 
 
Genesis 28:10-11 
Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. He reached a certain place and spent the night 
there because the sun had set. He took one of the stones from the place, put it there at his 
head, and lay down in that place. 
 
Genesis 28:12-15 
And he dreamed: A stairway was set on the ground with its top reaching the sky, and God’s 
angels were going up and down on it. The Lord (Yahweh) was standing there beside him, saying, 
“I am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and your 
offspring the land on which you are lying. Your offspring will be like the dust of the earth, and 
you will spread out toward the west, the east, the north, and the south. All the peoples on 



earth will be blessed through you and your offspring. Look, I am with you and will watch over 
you wherever you go. I will bring you back to this land, for I will not leave you until I have done 
what I have promised you.” 
 
{come up one at a time} 
• Personal name of God 
• God’s past work in Jacob’s family 
• God’s presence 
• God’s promises 
• NO NEW INFORMATION 
 
God is in the middle of the mess. 
 
God’s presence is in the everyday … the so called ordinary. 
 
In everything, there is a human component AND the spiritual reality. 
 
 
VISUAL – need to have 2 slides similar to what is drawn below 
 
 
 
 
 

I and the My 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My Everyday Life   My Spiritual Life 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



John 5:17, 19 
 “My Father is still working, and I am working also  …  For whatever the Father does, the Son 
likewise does these things.” 
 
 
Reframe: 

God is always present and at work … in purposeful ways: faithful to His Word and for 
our eternal/ultimate good. 
 

 
Genesis 28:16 
When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he said, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know 
it.”  
 
The problem was not God’s absence but Jacob’s awareness. 
 
 
èGod does not know how to be absent. 
 I know how to be inattentive and distracted. 
 
 
Genesis 28:17 
He was afraid and said, “What an awesome place this is! This is none other than the house of 
God. This is the gate of heaven.” 
 
 
What has changed? 
 
 
When awareness of God is absent … 
 Excessively frustrated … 
 Taking control … 
 Sense of futility … 
 Tempted to quit too son … 
 Sin presence … 
 
 
Genesis 28:18-22 
Early in the morning Jacob took the stone that was near his head and set it up as a marker. He 
poured oil on top of it and named the place Bethel, though previously the city was named 
Luz. Then Jacob made a vow: “If God will be with me and watch over me during this journey I’m 
making, if he provides me with food to eat and clothing to wear,  and if I return safely to my 
father’s family, then the Lord will be my God. This stone that I have set up as a marker will be 
God’s house, and I will give to you a tenth of all that you give me.” 



All of life is spiritual 
 àNo compartments! 
 
Wake up differently … 
 
 
Walk differently … 
 
Recognize who/where Bethel is now … 
 
I Corinthians 3:16 
Don’t you yourselves know that you are God’s temple and that the Spirit of God lives in you? 
 
 
Ephesians 1:4 
 Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and without 
fault in his eyes. 
 
2 Peter 3:15a 
Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation … 
 
Ephesians 3:16-18 
I pray that He may grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with 
power in your inner being through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through 
faith. I pray that you, being rooted and firmly established in love, may be able to comprehend 
with all the saints what is the length and width, height and depth of God’s love … 
 
 
 
 


