
Christmas Eve slide 
 
Most of us have plans and seek to live according to them. 
 
 
Many of us believe God has plans for us à Jeremiah 29:7 
 
 
Yet, plans can change and often encounter problems. 
 
 
“Everyone has a plan until they get punched in the mouth.” 
       {Mike Tyson} 
 
 
Biblically speaking: God seems very much okay with interrupting people’s plans. 
 
 
 
Is there a better way to live than by our plans? 
 
 
Luke 2:25 
There was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. This man was righteous and 
devout, looking forward to Israel’s consolation, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 
 
 
Luke 2:26 
It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he saw the 
Lord’s Messiah 
 
God makes promises (Promise-maker). 
 
{come up one at a time} 
Simeon trusts God’s promise (promise pursuers) 

• Not in a general, vague, or generic way 
• Specific and controlling à Hopeful & expectant 

 
Galatians 5:25 
If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit.  
 
Ephesians 6:17 
 Take … the sword of the Spirit—which is the word of God. 
 



Luke 2:27 
Guided by the Spirit, he entered the temple. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to 
perform for him what was customary under the law … 
 
God keeps promises (Promise-keeper). 
 
The path of God’s promise à the path of Simeon’s life. 
 
{one slide; all together} 
__________ does not keep promises. 
__________ over promises and under delivers. 
 
“Empty promise makers” -- not necessarily wrong unless they become life to us. 
 
 
Luke 2:28-32 
Simeon took Him up in his arms, praised God, and said, 
“Now, Master, you can dismiss your servant in peace, as you promised. For my eyes have seen 
your salvation. You have prepared it in the presence of all peoples—a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles and glory to your people Israel.” 
 
Jesus is better than anything this life can offer. 
 
Jesus is better … and He’s available to all. 
 
Luke 2:33-35 
His father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed 
them and told his mother Mary, “Indeed, this child is destined to cause the fall and rise of many 
in Israel and to be a sign that will be opposed—and a sword will pierce your own soul—that the  
thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” 
 
… Not everyone will trust that Jesus is better/superior … 
 
… Not always easy but eternally worth it! 
 
 
Luke 2:36-37a 
There was also a prophetess, Anna, a daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was well 
along in years, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, and was a widow 
for eighty-four years.  
 
When things do not go as planned, we tend to trust our perceptions more than God’s 
promises. 
 



 
God is not obligated to bless our plans; however, He is always going to keep His promises. 
 
 
Luke 2:37b-38 
She did not leave the temple, serving God night and day with fasting and prayers. At that very 
moment, she came up and began to thank God and to speak about Him to all who were looking 
forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. 
 
Anna:  God’s promises are better than my plans. 
 
 
God’s greatest and best promise is a Person—Jesus. 
 
 
Romans 8:31-32 
What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He 
who did not spare His own Son, but gave Him up for us all—how will He not also, along with 
Him, graciously give us all things? 
 
 
(one at a time) 
Invitations: 
Identify … let go 
See & receive à Hope & peace 
Vague to specific 
 
 
 


