
1st WED slide 
Ripple Effect slide 
 
{same slide} 
All people thank … 
Will we as Christ-followers thank differently than most? 
 
{Come up one at a time} 
Christ-Followers Thank Differently: 

a) We are thankful for more 
 
Matthew 5:45b 
For [God] causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and 
the unrighteous. 
 
 

b) We are thankful with great joy & hope 
 

c) We are thankful for the best … not just good things 
 
 
5 Things We Could be “Too Thankful” For: 

Control 
Success 
Acceptance 
Comfort/pleasure 
Material Things 

 
 
1 Corinthians 1:4 
I always thank my God for you because of the grace of God given to you in Christ Jesus … 
 
IMAGE OF CHRIST ON THE CROSS 
 
When the achievement of the Cross is minimized, the blessings released by the Cross will be 
unrealized. 
 
“Do you feel as if Christ died only yesterday?” 
      {Martin Luther} 
 
 
 
 
 



1 Corinthians 1:2,9,24 
To the church of God at Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called as saints, with all 
those in every place who call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord … God is faithful; you were 
called by Him into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord … to those who are called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God … 
 
1) Christ-followers are thankful for the calling God has placed on our lives. 
 
We are CALLED OUT 
 
I Corinthians 1:18 
For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but it is the power of God to 
us who are being saved. 
 
We are CALLED UP 
 
I Corinthians 6:19-20 
Don’t you know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit Who is in you, Whom you have 
from God? You are not your own, for you were bought at a price. So glorify God with your body. 
 
We are CALLED INTO 
 
I Corinthians 10:16-17 
The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a sharing in the blood of Christ? The bread that we 
break, is it not a sharing in the body of Christ?  Because there is one bread, we who are many 
are one body, since all of us share the one bread. 
 
 
We are CALLED TO 
 
1 Corinthians 1:9 
God is faithful; you were called by Him into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
 
God is both the SOURCE and the SUBSTANCE of the blessing of being called 
 
Let’s be thankful not just when we have more from God but that we can have more OF God. 
 
 
I Corinthians 2:14-16 
But the person without the Spirit does not receive what comes from God’s Spirit, because it is 
foolishness to him; he is not able to understand it since it is evaluated spiritually. The spiritual 
person, however, can evaluate everything … we have the mind of Christ. 
 



 
2) Christ-followers are thankful for the mind of Christ. 
 
 
1 Corinthians 1:30 
It is from Him that you are in Christ Jesus, who became wisdom from God for us—our 
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption— 
 
 
IMAGE OF CHRIST ON CROSS 
 
I Corinthians 9:24 
 Don’t you know that the runners in a stadium all race, but only one receives the prize? Run in 
such a way to win the prize. 
 
 
3) Christ-followers are thankful that we know how to live the best life. 
 
The best life is defined (called) and driven by the Gospel. 
 èThe Gospel is my why! 
 
I Corinthians 9:12b 
Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right; instead, we endure everything so that we will 
not hinder the gospel of Christ. 
 
 
The best life runs from idols (God substitutes). 
 
1 Corinthians 10:14 
… my dear friends, flee from idolatry. 
 
 
The best life seeks to get love right … not insist on one’s rights. 
 
1 Corinthians 10:23-24 
“Everything is permissible,” but not everything is beneficial. “Everything is permissible,” but not 
everything builds up. No one is to seek his own good, but the good of the other person. 
 
The best life enjoys God. 
 
I Corinthian 10:31 
 … whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for the glory of God. 
 
 



1 Corinthian 9:25b 
They do it to receive a perishable crown, but we an imperishable crown. 
 
 
4) Christ-followers are thankful that the best is yet to come. 
 
 
Romans 1:18-21 
But God shows His anger from heaven against all sinful, wicked people who suppress the truth 
by their wickedness.  They know the truth about God because He has made it obvious to 
them.  For ever since the world was created, people have seen the earth and sky. Through 
everything God made, they can clearly see His invisible qualities—His eternal power and divine 
nature. So they have no excuse for not knowing God. 
Yes, they knew God, but they would not glorify Him as God or even give Him thanks. 
 
 
IMAGE OF CHRIST on the CROSS 
 
 
Ephesians 2:7 
… in the coming ages He might show the immeasurable riches of His grace in kindness toward 
us in Christ Jesus. 
 
 


