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Issues in 1 Corinthians 6-7 

• Prostitutes 
• Celibacy in marriage 
• Divorce 
• Hedonism, Ascetism, Dualism 

 
 
Why not just give us a list?  

Do this and don’t do this. 
 
Because God wants us to be able to think. 
 
Our thinking shapes the direction of our living. 
 
God wants us to be or to bring about the will of God in our living. 
 
I Corinthians 14:20 
Brothers and sisters, don’t be childish in your thinking, but be infants in regard to evil and adult 
in your thinking. 
 
Romans 12:2 
Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you 
may discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God. 
 
God’s goal: compliance with instructions OR conformity to His Son (Christ-likeness)? 
 
I John 2:6 
Anyone who says he is a Christian should live as Christ did. 
 
 
I Corinthians 6:12-13 
“Everything is permissible for me,” but not everything is beneficial. “Everything is permissible for 
me,” but I will not be mastered by anything. “Food is for the stomach and the stomach for 
food,” and God will do away with both of them. However, the body is not for sexual 
immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 
 
Cultural slogans but no real thinking. 
 àWithout even thinking about it … 
 
4 Ingredients of Christian Thinking: 

• The purpose of love (“beneficial …”) 



• The problem of authority (“being mastered …”) 
• The promise of the Kingdom of Christ (verse 14) 

 
1 Corinthians 6:14 
God raised up the Lord and will also raise us up by His power.  
 
Live now in light of then … 
Live here in light of there … 
 
 
I Corinthians 6:15-17 
Don’t you know that your bodies are a part of Christ’s body? So should I take a part of Christ’s 
body and make it part of a prostitute? Absolutely not! Don’t you know that anyone joined to a 
prostitute is one body with her? For Scripture says, The two will become one flesh. But anyone 
joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him. 
 

 

I Corinthians 6:18 
Flee sexual immorality! Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the person 
who is sexually immoral sins against his own body. 
 
 
I Corinthians 6:19-20 
Don’t you know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit Who is in you, Whom you have 
from God? You are not your own, for you were bought at a price. So glorify God with your body. 
 
4th Ingredient: The prize of the Gospel 
 
 
Marriage: a picture of the Gospel 
 
Ephesians 5:32 
 This mystery is profound, but I am talking about Christ and the church. 
 
I Corinthians 7:1-5 
Now in response to the matters you wrote about: “It is good for a man not to have sexual 
relations with a woman.” But because sexual immorality is so common, each man should have 
sexual relations with his own wife, and each woman should have sexual relations with her own 
husband. A husband should fulfill his marital duty to his wife, and likewise a wife to her 
husband. A wife does not have the right over her own body, but her husband does. In the same 
way, a husband does not have the right over his own body, but his wife does.  Do not 
deprive one another—except when you agree for a time, to devote yourselves to prayer. Then 
come together again; otherwise, Satan may tempt you because of your lack of self-control.  
 



The prize of the Gospel = God & oneness/union with Him. 
 Marriage = portrays oneness 
  Sex = demonstrates oneness 
 
I Corinthians 7:6-9 
I say this as a concession, not as a command. I wish that all people were as I am. But each has 
his own gift from God, one person has this gift, another has that. I say to the unmarried and to 
widows: It is good for them if they remain as I am. But if they do not have self-control, they 
should marry, since it is better to marry than to burn with desire. 
 
 
Singleness is special and should not be devalued nor wasted but rather stewarded. 
 
Marriage is not ultimate. Sex is not necessary to happiness. 
 
God is both ultimate and necessary to ultimate happiness. 
 
 
I Corinthians 7:10-11 
To the married I give this command—not I, but the Lord—a wife is not to leave her 
husband. But if she does leave, she must remain unmarried or be reconciled to her husband—
and a husband is not to divorce his wife.  
 
We can’t just “un-one” what God has made “one.” 
 
 
I Corinthians 7:12- 
But I (not the Lord) say to the rest: If any brother has an unbelieving wife and she is willing to 
live with him, he must not divorce her. Also, if any woman has an unbelieving husband and he is 
willing to live with her, she must not divorce her husband.  For the unbelieving husband is made 
holy by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is made holy by the husband. Otherwise your 
children would be unclean, but as it is they are holy.  But if the unbeliever leaves, let him leave. 
A brother or a sister is not bound in such cases. God has called you to live in peace. Wife, for all 
you know, you might save your husband. Husband, for all you know, you might save your wife. 
 
 
THINK for a WEEK … è1 Corinthians 6:19-20 
 
I Corinthians 6:19-20 
Don’t you know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit Who is in you, Whom you have 
from God? You are not your own, for you were bought at a price. So glorify God with your body. 
 
 


