
MONDAY MEET-UPS slide 
ALL-IN slide 
RIPPLE EFFECT slide 
 
{all together; one slide} 
Have I made the right decision? 
Have I handled myself in the right way? 
Is my thinking on this right/correct? 
 
{All together on one slide if possible; keep formatting} 
Influences: 
 Past, preference, pride 
 Principle/conviction 
 Biases (confirmation bias is real!) 
 Bible / Authority 
 Conscience 
 Gut (Got a peace about it …) 
 
IMAGE OF CHRIST crucified 
 
I Corinthians 8:1a 
Now about food (meat) sacrificed to idol … 
 
Corinthian Issue: 
 What do you do with meat sold at the market that has been offered to an idol? 
  YOUR ISSUE: _______________ 
 
What about alcohol? Masks? Dress codes in church? Voting? Tattoos? Bars? 
 
 
I Corinthians 8:1 
Now about food sacrificed to idols: We know that “we all have knowledge.” Knowledge puffs 
up, but love builds up. 
 
 
I Corinthians 8:2-3 
If anyone thinks he knows anything, he does not yet know it as he ought to know it. But if 
anyone loves God, he is known by Him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



I John 4:16, 19-21 
And we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us … We love because He 
first loved us. If anyone says, “I love God,” and yet hates his brother or sister, he is a liar …  And 
we have this command from him: The one who loves God must also love his brother and sister. 
 
 
Often, we do not think deeply enough, intently enough, nor “biblically” enough about love. 
 
 
I Corinthians 8:4-6 
About eating food sacrificed to idols, then, we know that “an idol is nothing in the world,” and 
that “there is no God but one.” For even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on 
earth—as there are many “gods” and many “lords”— yet for us there is one God, the Father. All 
things are from Him, and we exist for Him. And there is one Lord, Jesus Christ. All things are 
through Him, and we exist through Him. 
 
 
(come up one at a time) 
2 Main Points Paul is Making: 

1) On the surface, there is nothing wrong with eating the meat. 
2) At a deep level (foundational and formational) Christ-followers stand upon, agree 

upon, and unify around a central truth:  
èOne God: Creator, Savior, Lord. One goal: His glory 

 
 
I Corinthians 8:7a 
However, not everyone has this knowledge.  
 
 
I Corinthians 8:7b 
Some have been so used to idolatry up until now that when they eat food sacrificed to an idol, 
their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 
 
 
{all together on one slide} 
What is our conscience? 

• Personal sense of right or wrong 
o Accuses or excuses 
o Looks back and either convicts or reassures 

 
{all together one slide} 
The Reality of our Conscience: 

• No one has a perfect conscience 
• Conscience gets set and can change 



{come up one at a time} 
2 Distinctions: 

1) We can sin against our conscience 
2) We can calibrate our conscience: Word + Spirit + Church 

 
 
I Corinthians 8:8 
Food will not bring us close to God. We are not worse off if we don’t eat, and we are not better 
if we do eat. 
 
 
Matters of conscience are not the basis of unity but could be an occasion for love. 
 
 
I Corinthians 8:9 
But be careful that this right of yours in no way becomes a stumbling block to the weak. 
 
{all together one slide} 
Not about being right … 
Not about exercising our rights … 
èIt is about being loving 
 
 
I Corinthians 8:10-13 
For if someone sees you, the one who has knowledge, dining in an idol’s temple, won’t his weak 
conscience be encouraged to eat food offered to idols? So the weak person, the brother or 
sister for whom Christ died, is ruined by your knowledge. Now when you sin like this against 
brothers and sisters and wound their weak conscience, you are sinning against 
Christ. Therefore, if food causes my brother or sister to fall, I will never again eat meat, so that I 
won’t cause my brother or sister to fall. 
 
 
We can be “right” but still be “sinning” 
 
Differences are often an occasion for love. 
 
{come up one at a time} 
3 Questions: 

1) What does the Bible—God’s Word—say? 
2) What is my conscience telling me? 
3) Will this build up others? Show love to them? 

 
 
 



Hebrews 9:14 (NIV) 
How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 
himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we 
may serve the living God! 
 
 


