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A U G U S T  2 0 2 2

TODAY’S BIBLE STORY

No Matter What
The Fall

Genesis 3
(Genesis 2:15-17; The Gospels) 

TODAY’S BOTTOM LINE

God loves us no matter what.

MONTHLY MEMORY VERSE

“Here is what love is. It is not 
that we loved God. It is that he 

loved us and sent his Son to give 
his life to pay for our sins.”

1 John 4:10, NIrV

MONTHLY VIRTUE

Love—Showing others how 
much they matter to you  

BASIC TRUTH

I can trust God no matter what.

NOTE: This version of the 
curriculum is designed especially 
for churches with fewer leaders 
and kids. You may want to use 
it if you have just one or two 
leaders and if you combine all 
your kids in both Large and  
Small Group time.

SMALL GROUP

SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Early Arriver
Opening Activity

LARGE GROUP

STORY: Communicating God’s truth in engaging ways 
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God 
Welcome/Opener
Worship 
Bible Story 
Bottom Line
Prayer 
Closer

SMALL GROUP

GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Bible Story Review: Once Upon a Time 
Application Activity: Books and Bounces
Memory Verse Activity: Back Together Again
Prayer Activity: Pray and Dismiss

25
M I N

35
M I N

15
M I N

TODAY’S  SUGGESTED SCHEDULE

S M A L L  G R O U P

K-5
S TA R T E R
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MONTHLY VIRTUE

Love—Showing others how 
much they matter to you  

BASIC TRUTH
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PROVIDING TIME FOR FUN INTERACTION
15 MINUTES

PRELUDE SOCIAL STORY WORSHIP GROUPS HOME

Before kids arrive, pray for each regular attendee by name. 
Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. 
Pray specifically for those kids who might be struggling with 
something they’ve done wrong. Ask God to help those kids 
understand that God loves them, no matter what they’ve 
done and no matter how they feel about what they’ve done. 
Pray that kids would feel the impact of that kind of love. 

EARLY ARRIVER
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  paper, pencils 

W H AT  Y O U  D O :  
• Welcome kids by name as they arrive.
• Ask them about their favorite stories in books, movies, shows, etc.
• Ask, “What makes a great story?”
• Give each kid a piece of paper and a pencil.
• Instruct the kids to make Top Five lists of the best stories, best characters, 

best villains, etc.
• Invite the kids to share and compare their lists after they finish.

M A D E  T O  C O N N E C T
an activity that invites kids to share

and collaborate with others while

growing their understanding

S M A L L  G R O U P

K-5
S TA R T E R
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OPENING ACT IV ITY
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  Letter tiles or magnets in a small bag, 
a die 

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
• Invite the group to sit in a circle.
• Give one kid the bag and the die.

• Instruct the first kid to draw a tile out of the bag and roll the die.
• Prompt the kid to name things God created that start with the letter they

drew, and to the number of things they name must be the number they 
rolled.
ú For example, if they roll a four and draw a “B,” they could say,

“Blueberries, birds, butterflies, and blue whales.”
• Instruct the kid to give the bag of tiles and die to the kid on their right.
• For older kids, consider making additional rules.
ú No word can be said more than once.
ú Kids can only use a color once during their turn.

• Play as long as time allows.

W H AT  Y O U  S AY:
“God made a lot of things during creation! And we know that God made 
people for relationship and to care for creation. [Transition] Let’s go hear 
what happens next in the story of God’s love and God’s people.” 

Lead your group to the Large Group area.

MADE TO PLAY
an activity that encourages learning 

through following guidelines and/or 

working as a group

S M A L L  G R O U P

K-5
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MADE TO PLAY
an activity that encourages learning 

through following guidelines and/or 

working as a group

CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT
25 MINUTES

ONCE UPON A T IME
[ TA L K  A B O U T  G O D  |  B I B L E  S T O R Y  R E V I E W ] 
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  “There Was a Problem Game Set” 
Activity Pages, scrap paper, pencils

W H AT  Y O U  D O :

• Invite kids to pair up.
• Give each pair a clue board from the “There Was a Problem Game Set”

Activity Page, some scrap paper, and a pencil for taking notes.
• Tell kids they get to work together to solve a mystery and every pair has a

clue.
• Read the top line out loud to the group. (“Oh No! A Precious Vase from the

Kingdom of Faraway has been broken! Who could have done it?”)
• Give each pair a clue card and choose a pair to read their clue out loud and

put it down by the game board.
• Each team can make an “X” or an “O” on their clue board, depending on

what clue was read.
• For example:
ú If the clue was “The frog wears a blue bow,” teams would put an “O” on

their clue board, where the “frog” row intersects with the “blue bow”
column.

ú If the clue was, “The giant does not like the color blue,” teams would
put an “X” on their clue board, where the “frog” row intersects with the
“blue bow” column.

• Continue letting teams read a clue.
• After each pair’s turn reading a clue, let them have a moment to discuss and

then make a guess as to who broke the vase.
• Help kids think through the puzzle - if the villain never wears blue, it can’t

be the frog who wears a blue bow, etc.
• Continue to play the game until all of the clues have been shared and/or

kids figure out who broke the vase. (Spoiler alert: it was Grandma!)
• If you have mostly older kids, choose a pair to choose a new “villain” and

write clues on the scrap paper to play another round with the rest of the 
group.

• If you have a mix of younger and older kids, encourage the older kids to
support the younger ones and not talk over them. (And not to reveal the
answer immediately if they figure it out quickly.)

W H AT  Y O U  S AY:
“It was kind of fun to work out our own mystery, but in the Bible story we 
heard today, there wasn’t a lot of mystery. It was pretty obvious that something 
had gone really wrong in the Garden of Eden. There wasn’t even a big list of 
suspects—just two people!

S M A L L  G R O U P

K-5
S TA R T E R
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CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT
25 MINUTES

PRELUDE SOCIAL STORY WORSHIP GROUPS HOME

(ONCE  UPON A T IME,  CONTINUED)
“Adam and Eve broke God’s rule. They ended up with a big consequence. Have you ever broken a rule and had a 
consequence? (Invite kids to share and help them keep their stories somewhat brief.) 

“There are always consequences to broken rules. Sometimes they’re big, and sometimes they’re small. Hopefully, 
after the consequences, we can make things right with the people we’ve hurt. Sometimes friendships are ruined, 
and you can’t take back what you’ve said or done. That’s how it could have been for people and God.

“God loved people, all people, too much to let our friendship be ruined forever. God sent Jesus to pay for the 
consequences of sin. Jesus rescued people from having a broken friendship with God. Jesus died so that we can 
be friends with God forever no matter what. See, God loves us no matter what—no matter what you’ve done or 
will do. No matter what bad decisions you’ve made, God still sent Jesus for you. And for me. That kind of epic love 
makes me feel so important and special to God.”

S M A L L  G R O U P

K-5
S TA R T E R
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M A D E  T O  E X P L O R E
an activity that extends learning

through hands-on experimentation

and discovery

S M A L L  G R O U P

K-5
S TA R T E R

BIBLE  STORY EXTENSION
[ TA L  K  A B O U T  G O D  |  B I  B L  E  S  T O R Y  R E V  I E W ]  
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  Dinner plate, penny, clear water bottle 
with the label removed OR a clear plastic cup filled with 
water, food coloring, spoon, small candle, matches or 
lighter, clear drinking glass OR glass jar, 

W H AT  Y O U  D O :
• Before group time: Check out this video to see exactly how this experiment

works: https://bit.ly/37mVjgF
• Ask kids what the setting of our story was from Genesis today. (The Garden

of Eden)
• Ask kids to describe the Garden before Adam and Eve messed up. (Perfect,

no sin, beautiful, plentiful, etc.)
ú As kids are describing the perfect garden, place a plate the middle of the

group where everyone can see it.
ú Place a penny on the plate, just off center. Explain that the penny

represents people.
ú Ask for volunteers to share with the group about a time when they

messed up. It can something small, like eating a cookie when you were
told not to or something bigger like betraying a friend’s trust when they
told you something and asked you not to tell others.

ú Each time someone gives an example, let them put a drop of food
coloring in the cup of water.
• Kids may share anything from lying about doing their homework to

calling their brother or sister a name.
• Some may choose to give heavier examples.
• Create a safe place for that, assuring them that everyone messes up

and we have all done things that we regret.
ú After everyone has had a chance to share, use a spoon to stir the water,

making it all one dark color.
ú Explain that this is what sin did. It clouded our relationship with God.

God still loved us, but our relationship with God was no longer perfect.
ú

ú

Slowly pour the colored water onto the plate; just enough to barely cover
the penny.
Place a small candle in the very center of the plate. Light the candle, and
explain that it represents Jesus, as He was sent out of God’s love for us
so that He could be the light of the world.

ú Next, take a drinking glass or jar, and set it upside down on the plate,
placing it over the candle.

ú With your group, watch as the flame goes out pretty quickly.
ú As it does, explain that Jesus gave up His life for us. Because we aren’t

perfect, we needed help to restore our relationship with God, who is
perfect. When Jesus died, He made a way for us to have a relationship
with God now and forever. Jesus did this because He loves us.
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CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT
25 MINUTES

PRELUDE SOCIAL STORY WORSHIP GROUPS HOME

[Make It Personal] (Share an age-appropriate story about a time you did something wrong and felt like God 
didn’t love you or it was hard to pray because you felt shame about what you did. It can be something small 
like losing your temper in traffic or bigger like saying something unkind when you were angry and messing up 
a friendship. Help kids see that even grown-ups mess things up and God still loves us.)

Discussion Questions for 2nd-5th grade

• It’s reassuring to know that God loves us no matter what, and is always listening to our prayers. But sometimes
it’s hard to talk to God. What can you say to God when you’re worried about having done something wrong?

• How can God’s no-matter-what love help you face consequences when you’ve done something wrong?

S M A L L  G R O U P

K-5
S TA R T E R

ú In addition to the flame going out, the colored water will slowly be sucked up into the jar or glass, removing it 
from the penny and the rest of the plate, making it clean again.

ú Tell kids that it was truly epic, what God did for us. God loves us no matter what, in spite of our failures. The 
truth is, we all have conflict because we sin. And we are all in need of Someone to fix our relationship with 
God. Only Jesus can truly do that for us.

ú Make space for a place to say something like, “If you would like to talk more about what it looks like to have a 
relationship with God, I will be available after our group time is over.” 
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M A D E  T O  M O V E
an activity that increases the oxygen

in the brain and taps into the energy

in the body

BACK TOGETHER AGAIN
[ H E A R  F R O M  G O D  |  M E M O R Y  V E R S E  A C T I V I T Y ] 
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D : “Verse Cards” Activity Pages, colored 
paper plates, scissors, tape, Bible, (optional) wrapped snacks 

W H AT  Y O U  D O :

• Give each kid a plate and a pair of scissors.
• Instruct the kids to cut the plates into three or four large pieces and put the

pieces in a pile in the middle of the room.
• Mix the pieces up in the pile.
• Direct the kids to stand along the walls on the edge of the room.
• Instruct the kids to race from the edges of the room into the middle, grab a

piece of plate, and run back to where they were standing.
• Once the entire group has returned to the perimeter of the room, instruct

the kids to run to the pile again and get a piece of a different color.
• Repeat until each kid has three four plate pieces.
• Set out rolls of tape for kids to share.
• Direct the kids to tape their plates together as best they can.
• Give each kid a card from the “Verse Cards” Activity Page.
• Instruct the kids to tape the card on their “repaired” plates.
• If your environment allows, place a wrapped treat on each plate.
• Look up 1 John 4:10 in the Bible.
• Read it out loud to the group.

W H AT  Y O U  S AY:
“Life gets broken and messy sometimes. We can’t always fix it the way we 
want, but even when the edges look a little rough, remember that God loves 
us no matter what. 

“In this verse, John tells us that God loved us so much that Jesus was sent to 
pay the ultimate consequence of sin. When we follow Jesus, we are saying 
that we trust God to love and forgive us and that we know God loves us no 
matter what.”

NOTE: This is a great time to talk about trusting Jesus for the first time, and 
how to become a follower of Christ. If a kid wants to talk more but you’re not 
sure what to say or the rest of the group is not interested, make sure to 
follow up with child and parents after service.

S M A L L  G R O U P

K-5
S TA R T E R
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MADE TO REFLECT
an activity that creates space

for personal processing

and application

CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT
25 MINUTES

PRAY AND DISMISS
[ P R AY  T O  G O D  |  P R AY E R  A C T I V I T Y ]  
W H AT  Y O U  N E E D :  Slinkies® from “Books and Bounces” 
Activity

W H AT  Y O U  D O :  
• Set out the Slinkies.

• Invite the kids to play with the Slinkies, moving them around wherever they
can in your Small Group environment.

• Ask, “How do Slinkies remind us that God loves us no matter what?”
• After a few moments of discussion and playing, set the Slinkies aside.
• Close your group time in prayer.

W H AT  Y O U  S AY:
“Dear God, thank You for Your love that is unstoppable. When we are being 
unlovable, please help us remember that You love us anyway, and may Your 
unstoppable love turn us back to You. Help us love and trust You more every 
day. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”

As adults arrive to pick up, send home the repaired plates from “Back Together 
Again” Activity and encourage kids to use it as a centerpiece at their family 
table that week.
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