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Dear Rock Bridge,

The Best is Yet to Come!

It’s hard for me to believe that 20 years ago this month, I left the Navy so
Beth and I could move back home and begin Rock Bridge Community
Church! We believed then—like we do now—that the local church IS the
hope of the world! Why? Because we steward the Gospel message,
represent Christ, and seek His Kingdom.

As we move toward this 20-year milestone, we believe this season
should be more about the future than the past … that while we can and
must thank God for what He has done, we know that He is not done with
Rock Bridge! Rather than a season marked by reflection and nostalgia,
we are praying this is a season of renewal and moving forward in fresh
faith AND fresh power from God.

For this season (and God-willing, the favor and momentum that comes
from it), we would aspire to the following:

● For a greater passion for the glory of God (Isaiah 26:8);
● For a fervent and fresh seeking of God (Psalm 105:3-4; Matthew

6:33);
● For the Holy Spirit to rest on us … to be at home in us … to work

through us (Luke 11:13; 1 Corinthians 3:16);
● For a greater commitment to grow as disciples and followers of

King Jesus (I Thess. 4:1);
● For salvations & conversions, for prodigals to return and for the

disconnected to connect … and for us to have a holy burden for
people far from God (Luke 19:10; Romans 9:1-3).

So here’s the game plan for our 20 Year Anniversary as we aspire to
all of the above.

Wednesday’s at 6:33 pm: Fasting & Prayer → Seeking God

● Starting with First Wednesday in August (8/3) and going through
First Wednesday in September (9/7), we will have six weekly
worship & prayer services. Each will have a slightly different
focus and theme.
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● Matthew 6:33 is our theme verse
● We’ll encourage Rock Bridgers to fast from something each

Wednesday and end that fast when we observe the Lord’s
Supper together each Wednesday night

● We’ll also have a Prayer Guide and encourage participation in
the prayer text that is sent out each day. Text RBPRAYS to
(888-744-0761) to receive it.

The Word of God: a new series going through all of First
Corinthians

● Part of any spiritual renewal is a fresh commitment to God’s
Word. We’ll kick-off a new series, “Ripple Effect”, on August 4th
(RBPM) and Sunday, August 7th.

● The structure, topics, and truth of 1 Corinthians will set the
agenda as we walk through this incredibly relevant book for our
times.

● This will be the longest series I have ever preached as we
submit ourselves afresh to the authority and sufficiency of God’s
Word!

Serve the City: living sent in the communities where we live

● Dates and projects to bless our communities will be in
September

Anniversary Weekend on September 8th & 11th: INVITE A FRIEND!

● Rock Bridge began the Sunday after Labor Day in 2002 so we’ll
use this date as a time to encourage all Rock Bridgers to bring a
guest to one of our services.

● All In: a revamped membership process to encourage spiritual
growth as we love God, love others, and live sent as followers of
Jesus

So would you please begin praying NOW for this season. Pray
personally and pray corporately for renewal. Let’s sit on the edge of
our seats for what God will do next!

-Matt
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Fasting Instructions & Helps

What is fasting?
Fasting is voluntarily going without food—or any other regularly enjoyed
gift from God (such as social media or the internet). We fast because we
want more of God and we intentionally make more room for Him in our
lives.  Fasting is always combined with prayer, and is a powerful way for
us to commune with God and grow in our relationship with Him!

Expect God to respond! When we choose to seek God, He responds
with His grace and favor.  Expect to see prayers answered, for new
insights into the Bible, and a new sense of His love for you.

How to Fast:
● First time fasting: Start with a liquid fast, drinking only water

and juices. Another option is skip one (or two) meal(s) each day
of fasting and use that time for prayer. Do a Daniel fast or modify
as you feel the need, but make intentional time for God during
the meal times. This will be a tremendously powerful time in your
life!

● Daniel Fast: Patterned after Daniel from the Bible, Daniel fasted
by eating only fruits, nuts, vegetables and drank only water. A
Daniel Fast should eliminate all meats, dairy products, breads,
caffeine, and basically anything artificial.  Fruit juices are often
added and encouraged. The Daniel Fast is a powerful spiritual
discipline, symbolically purifying the body.

● Non-food fast: If fasting food is not an option, consider staying
off television, media and internet for a time.  This can be a very
effective way to make more room for God and His presence, and
allow yourself to wait on Him and pray.

A few Notes:
● Expect it to be hard. Whether from your aching belly or simply

because it’s new, fasting will not be easy.
● Have a plan. Determine what spiritual activity you will engage in

during the time you would normally eat. Replace the desire for
food (or whatever you are abstaining from) by feeding on God’s
Word or listening to worship music or praying. Remember that
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the point of fasting is not to just go hungry, but to more
intentionally pursue God.

A Simple Way to PRAY

From the Lord’s Prayer – Matthew 6:9-13

As we enter into the six weeks of focused prayer and fasting for our
church, it’s a good reminder to look at the basics of prayer as Jesus
taught us. He did not give us a prayer to pray, but a set of principles that
help us grasp the privilege we have to pray to our Father, and help us
develop a meaningful prayer life. Prayer is communication with our good,
good Father!

P – PRAISE
“Our Father in heaven, Your name be honored as holy.”
Start prayer with gratitude for who God is. Thank Him for being a good
Father. Reflect on His love demonstrated in Christ. Reflect on His
faithfulness and mercy.

R - REPENT
“And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And do
not bring us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.”
Take sin seriously. It hurts our relationship with God, because
disobedience is a lack of trust. Jesus wants us to pray to stay far away
from even the temptation to sin.

A – ASK
“Give us today our daily bread.”
Ask for your needs! God wants us to depend on Him for everything. He
desires that all our concerns are brought to Him in prayer, so that our
trust is totally on Him.

Y – YIELD
“Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”
Yield to God’s will. His will is loving and perfect, and He is for our good,
not against us!
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Week 1, Day 1 - More of the Holy Spirit

As we start off our season of prayer and fasting, we recognize we
need more of God’s Spirit and power. He alone can rescue our
world and he alone can empower us to live for him!

“If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit to those who ask him? ” - Luke 11:13

Prayer: Father, thank you that you love us so much that you
have chosen to dwell inside us through the Holy Spirit. We
are in awe that you desire to walk each day with us, and are
willing to guide and direct our steps. We ask you for more of
your Holy Spirit! As a church we need you, and we want to
bear witness to the good news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
We can’t do it apart from you! Send us a fresh filling of your
Spirit so that we can live victoriously and fruitfully for you!

Make it personal: Ask God today to help you be more aware of his
leading and his presence. Ask him to guide you more, to direct
you more, and even correct you if you make a misstep! Be willing
to surrender everything to him, so that he can have more of you.
Ask him for more of the Holy Spirit in your own life!

Notes:
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Week 1, Day 2 - More of the Holy Spirit

We are dearly loved children with God-given purposes and gifts,
but God is the source of our power! Let’s keep that truth front and
center and lean on him daily.

So he answered me, “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel:
‘Not by strength or by might, but by my Spirit,’ says the LORD of
Armies. - Zechariah 4:6

Prayer: Father, thank you that you love us and are with us.
We are loved and created in your image to reflect your glory
on the earth! Help us today to remember that it’s your power
and your Spirit that accomplish eternal results, and you alone
bring salvation. Help us lean on you and not put our trust in
ourselves or the things we can see around us. We want to be
instruments of your kingdom, Father!

Make it personal: Ask God to show you what you might be trusting
in other than him. Ask him to help you fix your eyes on him and
learn to better trust in his Spirit working through you. Thank him
that he is willing to work powerfully through his children, if we stay
humbly dependent on him!

Notes:
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Week 1, Day 3 - More of the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is a gift for all of God’s children! He equips us to
follow God and have greater intimacy and communication with
him. He desires to help us be fruitful every day!

After this, will pour out my Spirit on all humanity; then your sons
and your daughters will prophesy, your old men will have dreams,
and your young men will see visions. I will even pour out my Spirit
on the male and female slaves in those days. - Joel 2:28-29

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we come to you eager for more of
you. Throughout history you have guided and directed your
children. You are a communicating God! Help us seek your
leadership, and be ready to yield to it. Help us follow your
promptings, however they come, and be expectant that you
want to use us to bring glory to Jesus today!

Make it personal: Ask God to help you be more perceptive to his
leading as you go about your day. Ask him to help you see him
more clearly and direct you, and ask him for open doors and
opportunities to share the love of Jesus Christ with others in both
word and deed.

Notes:
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Week 1 - Day 4 - More of the Holy Spirit

As a church, we want to see God do what only he can do! Our
confidence needs to be in him alone, and we need to be seeking
his greater works!

My speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of
wisdom but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that your
faith might not be based on human wisdom but on God’s power. -
1 Corinthians 2:4-5

Prayer: Father, as a church, we know that you are the answer
the world needs. You have given us your King, Jesus, and in
him we have hope. We ask you Father, to demonstrate the
power of your Spirit in our midst so that people will see and
know you are among us. We ask you to do what only you can
do in our churches, communities, neighborhoods, schools
and workplaces. Come and reveal yourself and use us to
bring glory to Jesus!

Make it Personal: Ask the Lord for bigger faith today. Ask him to
help you believe him for bigger things, things that show his
presence. Ask him for breakthroughs in the lives of others around
you and for loved ones to come to know Jesus. Ask him for
breakthroughs that catch the eye of those who don’t know him so
that they might call on Jesus and be saved.

Notes:
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Week 1 - Day 5 - More of the Holy Spirit

God loves us and chooses to live inside of us! Let us take that
seriously and realize the privilege and the seriousness and live
holy lives surrendered to him!

Don’t you yourselves know that you are God’s temple and that the
Spirit of God lives in you? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God
will destroy him; for God’s temple is holy, and that is what you are.
- 1 Corinthians 3:16-17

Prayer: Father, what an honor and privilege to be your
children and to be your temple! You live inside of us and
desire to fill us every day! Help us live with this reality and
also with this responsibility. Help us take up the burden of
your heart to see the world redeemed through Jesus Christ,
your son. Let us be ambassadors today for you wherever we
go.

Make it Personal: Ask God to help you give every area of your life
to him so that nothing holds you back from following him. Ask him
to take all fear and anxiety, all control and people-pleasing and
remove it. Ask him to help you live today fully for him and for no
one else.

Notes:
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Week 2, Day 1 - Breakthrough

We need breakthroughs, the kind that only God can bring! We
have an enemy, and we are called to advance against him! We
pray for courage and power to be instruments of freedom.

The one who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil
has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God
appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. - 1 John 3:8

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we thank you for your power that
raised Jesus from the dead. He is alive, and in his name you
are calling the church to pray and believe for breakthroughs.
The whole world is in the power of the evil one, but you have
called us to bring the captives out. Fill us with your spirit and
with the grace we need today to be instruments of freedom.
Use us King Jesus to destroy the works of the devil, as you
did!

Make it Personal: Ask God to help you realize that our call is to
bring life and healing, and see people set free from the lies of the
enemy. His works are always based in deception, and the truth
spoken in love is our weapon. Ask God to help you see how you
can be an instrument for him. Ask him for opportunities to speak
truth and love and be an instrument of freedom.

Notes:
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Week 2, Day 2 - Breakthrough

Many are sick and need healing. Healing is a ministry of the body
of Christ, and today we pray for healing of our brothers and
sisters, as well as the lost.

Is anyone among you sick? He should call for the elders of the
church, and they are to pray over him, anointing him with oil in the
name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick person,
and the Lord will raise him up; if he has committed sins, he will be
forgiven. - James 5:14-15

Prayer: Father, thank you that healing is a part of your plan.
We know that all who trust in Jesus will be healed one day,
and never be sick again! But we also thank you for your
willingness to heal now, allowing us to live full lives that bear
fruit for the kingdom. We pray for the many who are sick with
cancer, COVID, and other diseases. We ask you to restore
them and restore their life. Bring your power, and bring
restoration, and use this to draw them closer to you.

Make it Personal: Ask God to help you pray for the sick. Pray for
people that you know right now that need a healing touch. God is
bigger than cancer and bigger than COVID or any other sickness.
God would not tell us to pray for healing if he was not willing to
answer that prayer!

Notes:
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Week 2, Day 3 - Breakthrough

Many are trapped in addictions and patterns of deception that
require prayer for breakthrough. They need the Holy Spirit to move
in power upon them for freedom. We pray for those breakthroughs
today.

And he told them, “This kind can come out by nothing but prayer.”
- Mark 9:29

Prayer: Father, we thank you that all power and authority has
been given to Jesus Christ your son, who is our reigning
King! Thank you that we can come boldly before your throne
and ask for your help. We do that right now and ask for
breakthroughs with addictions and strongholds in the people
around us. We pray for the epidemic of drug use to be
broken, the epidemic of pornography to be broke, and other
addictions would fall as well.  We ask for your power to come
and change lives and set people free. Give them new life in
your son, Jesus!

Make it Personal: Ask God to help you know who to pray for by
name who needs a breakthrough in the area of addiction, whether
drugs or pornography or any other crippling pattern. Ask God to
have mercy on them and set them free. Pray that you also stay
free from these strongholds. If you need help, ask God for his
power to help you right now! He loves you!

Notes:
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Week 2, Day 4 - Breakthrough

Many marriages and relationships and families need a
breakthrough. As Saul was on the road to Damascus and had the
truth revealed to him, we ask God to do the same for others.

As he traveled and was nearing Damascus, a light from heaven
suddenly flashed around him. Falling to the ground, he heard a
voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” -
Acts 9:3-4

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we thank you that you are a faithful
father who loves us and loves the lost. You care about each
one of us and desire we come to know you and your son,
Jesus Christ. Father, we pray for marriages and families and
relationships. Many are strained or even failing. Lord, we ask
that you open their eyes and hearts to the truth, and to your
power to help them. Help them see what they need to see,
and turn from selfishness to selflessness, and turn to you.
You can fix anything, and you are the one who shows us the
way forward. We ask you to move in our communities and
cities on families and marriages today.

Make it Personal: Pray for families and children that you know.
Children need fathers and mothers and need healthy families!
Pray for the foster crisis in our communities and that God would
bring healing to families all around us. Pray that we as a church
would come alongside families and help them succeed and live in
the grace of Jesus!

Notes:
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Week 2, Day 5 - Breakthrough

Many just need a miracle! There are job situations, financial
situations, etc. in which many can’t seem to find hope. We pray to
be a church of miracles and breakthroughs that bring glory to King
Jesus!

So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was praying fervently
to God for him… As soon as he realized [that he had been
freed], he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John who
was called Mark, where many had assembled and were
praying. - Acts 12:5, Acts 12:12

Prayer: Father, thank you that you hear our prayers and are
willing to answer them! You delight in your children crying
out to you for help. Our cries are proof that we are seeking
you and believe you love us! We ask you today for miracles.
We ask you on behalf of those around us and for ourselves
that you would bring breakthroughs where they are needed.
Many feel hopeless and trapped, but that is not true. Show
them your great power, and bring deliverance! Help them
see that you are for them and not against them!

Make it Personal: Who do you know that is hopeless or feels
like they have no way out? Pray for them right now as the
church prayed for Peter. Ask God to give you bigger faith to
see him move, and to see him do big things so that people
will trust in him. Let your faith rise, and let your prayers rise
for those around you.

Notes:
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Week 3, Day 1 - Our Cities & Communities

We are called to be salt and light right where we are! Let's resolve
to seek God’s help so we can shine brightly and be instruments of
the Gospel!

“You are the light of the world. A city situated on a hill cannot be
hidden. No one lights a lamp and puts it under a basket, but rather
on a lampstand, and it gives light for all who are in the house. In
the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may
see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” -
Matthew 5:14-16

Prayer: Father, you have graciously given us life, and you
have now given us eternal life in your son Jesus! We ask you
for the grace to look and act more like Jesus each day. We
want the world to see you in us, and to see the image of
Christ in our churches. We know your love changes
everything, and we ask for the power and grace to
communicate your love today.

Make it Personal: Ask God to help you see everywhere you are
called to shine. Your school, workplace, neighborhood, grocery
store, etc. Ask him to give you a burden for each of these places,
and a burden to bear witness to Jesus wherever you go. You are
being watched! Ask God to help you shine!

Notes:
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Week 3, Day 2 - Our Cities & Communities

We need to see that our God loves our cities and communities,
because he loves people! Let’s take up the call to be real
instruments of blessing today.

“Pursue the well-being of the city I have deported you to. Pray to
the Lord on its behalf, for when it thrives, you will thrive.” -
Jeremiah 29:7

Prayer: Father, you are sovereign and in control, and we trust
you with our lives today. Help us see your desire to bless our
communities and cities. We pray for them now, because we
know your desire is for goodness and righteousness to thrive
and evil and wickedness to fall.  We pray now for our cities
and communities and we ask you to bring healing to our land.
We ask that you raise up the church as an instrument of
blessing wherever we are. Thank you that we get to
participate in your plan of redemption!

Make it Personal: Ask God today for fresh eyes to see your
community and city, and where you can play a part for its healing.
Ask him for opportunities to be a blessing and ask him for the
grace to demonstrate Jesus. Pray for someone in leadership in the
community and thank God for them!

Notes:
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Week 3, Day 3 - Our Cities & Communities

We lift up our leaders specifically today, recognizing God has
given them a special role to bring good or to bring harm, and we
are called to pray for them.

First of all, then, I urge that petitions, prayers, intercessions, and
thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings and all those who
are in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all
godliness and dignity. This is good, and it pleases God our Savior,
who wants everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of
the truth. - 1 Timothy 2:1-4

Prayer: Father, we thank you for your lordship over our world
and that King Jesus is on the throne! We have nothing to
fear! We pray today for our leaders here in our communities
and cities. We pray for school principals, board members,
city council members, leaders in our healthcare and in law
enforcement, for judges and teachers and all those with
authority over us. We lift them up and ask you to bless them
and give them wisdom. Bless our communities and cities
Father, so that godliness and righteousness are encouraged
and not resisted. Bless them Father and bring them to the
knowledge of Jesus Christ!

Make it Personal: Ask God to give you the specific names of
leaders in your community that you can pray for today.  Keep
lifting them up and if you know them or have a way to contact
them, tell them you are praying for them. Ask God to help you be a
blessing to the leaders around you so that their job is easier rather
than more difficult. Resolve to be a blessing to them.

Notes:
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Week 3, Day 4 - Our Cities & Communities

A big part of our communities is our churches. We ask that God
would give all our church leaders and pastors wisdom and grace
to help the church become who she is called to become!

And he himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the
work of ministry, to build up the body of Christ - Ephesians 4:11-12

Prayer: Father, we know that you have given us unique gifts
and talents and that we are all precious to you. But you have
assigned some to lead and we recognize that role can be
challenging. Father, we ask your blessing on our pastors and
leaders at Rock Bridge, and over all our church staff. Give
them grace today to love you and to love others with joy. Help
them equip and build up the body, so we can all grow into the
likeness of your son and bring glory to you!

Make it Personal: Name some of the names of your church
leaders. Pray for them and their families right now, for God’s grace
and blessings to be upon them. Ask God for ways to show them
they are appreciated and ways to encourage them. Ask God’s
peace to sustain them in these trying times!

Notes:
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Week 3, Day 5 - Our Cities & Communities

Our business leaders and healthcare leaders have dealt with
incredible challenges that require wisdom and God’s leading. Let’s
remember them today and bless them.

Now the one who provides seed for the sower and bread for food
will also provide and multiply your seed and increase the harvest
of your righteousness. - 2 Corinthians 9:10

Prayer: Father, you are the source of wealth and financial
blessings. You are the one who supplies food and seed and
you are the one who directs our courses. You are the one we
look to! Father, we recognize the need for your favor on our
businesses and on our hospitals and healthcare providers.
We ask your blessing on them, and ask that you give them
wisdom and discernment in these days. Help them because
we know their blessing brings blessings to many others.
Thank you for your grace Father!

Make it Personal: Thank God right now for the blessings in our
community. Pray for a business and/or your workplace and ask
God to help the leaders lead well. Pray for the local hospitals and
for the healthcare providers. Ask God to help them bring healing
and restoration.

Notes:
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Week 4, Day 1 - Loving One Another & Small Groups

Our witness depends on how we treat and love each other as a
church family. Love can only be seen when given and received in
relationships!

“I give you a new command: Love one another. Just as I have
loved you, you are also to love one another. By this everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” - John
13:34-35

Prayer: Father, your love is greater than we can ever know.
You have loved us with the very life of your son, so that we
can have eternal life with you. Help us share your love. Help
us see every relationship around us, every encounter with
another as an opportunity to show your love. Help us also
love our brothers and sisters at Rock Bridge well, so the
world will see you in our midst. Let our fellowship and
gatherings be filled with love and grace and mercy. Help us
reflect you, Father!

Make it Personal: Ask God now to show you a friend or someone
who needs encouragement today. Ask for wisdom to be a blessing
to that person and to others today.  Ask God to give you grace to
have patience with people that could be hard for you to be around.
Ask him to help you love people with his love, not your own! Ask
him to help you see loving others as a key way we show Christ to
the world!

Notes:
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Week 4, Day 2 - Loving One Another & Small Groups

We pray that our church reflects the love of God in our meetings
and gatherings. When we come together in groups and services,
there should be life and joy!

Every day they devoted themselves to meeting together in the
temple, and broke bread from house to house. They ate their food
with joyful and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor
of all the people. Every day the Lord added to their number those
who were being saved. - Acts 2:46-47

Prayer: Father, we need you to help us reflect your love! We
thank you for the grace of your Holy Spirit, and we ask you to
meet us in all our meetings and gatherings. Father, we bring
all our small group meetings before you, both adults,
students, and children. We ask you to bless them and let
them be places of joy and sincerity and freedom. Let us be a
family that reflects the love of our great Father demonstrated
in Jesus Christ!

Make it Personal: Are you in a small group or team? Ask God for
his blessing on your gatherings and meetings. Ask him to help you
and those you gather with to demonstrate his love and be a
reflection of his grace in Jesus. Spend time praying for those in
your group or team, and for God’s blessing on them today.

Notes:
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Week 4, Day 3 - Loving One Another & Small Groups

As we pray to show God’s love to one another, we remind
ourselves what love looks like, and challenge ourselves to apply it!

Love is patient, love is kind. Love does not envy, is not boastful, is
not arrogant, is not rude, is not self-seeking, is not irritable, and
does not keep a record of wrongs. - 1 Corinthians 13:4-5

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we thank you that we can receive
your love through the work of Jesus Christ. He is our
example, and he is the perfect expression of your love. Help
us remember his life and put it into practice today. Help us to
be kind and patient, humble and selfless. Help us not to be
irritable but to be graceful and ready to help. Help us look like
Jesus!

Make it Personal: Which aspect of love do you need to work on?
Ask God to help you put love into practice and ask him for his
power to change. He will help you! Ask him also to help you see
who needs your love today. Who needs an act of kindness or extra
patience? Ask him to help you be fruitful in loving others today.

Notes:
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Week 4, Day 4 - Loving One Another & Small Groups

As we pray to love one another well, and be a church of healthy
community, let us remember that on the night of his death, our
savior King Jesus chose to wash feet. May we never forget.

So he got up from supper, laid aside his outer clothing, took a
towel, and tied it around himself. Next, he poured water into a
basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet and to dry them with
the towel tied around him. - John 13:4-5

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you that the example we have
from our king is one of incredible love and humility. Even
though he is fully God, he chose on this night to humble
himself and wash the feet of his disciples. Help us at Rock
Bridge to be willing to see others as better than ourselves
and be ready to serve one another. Help us love radically and
serve wholeheartedly. Help us be selfless, and generous in
how we love. Your love in us will change the world, Father!

Make it Personal: Ask God to show you what it might be like to
wash someone’s feet. What act of service and love would
compare in this day and age? Ask God to show you who needs
your love and service, and ask him for the opportunity to give that
service! Ask for bold love to serve the needs of others around you!

Notes:
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Week 4, Day 5 - Loving One Another & Small Groups

We want to be a church that reflects the love of God, and helps
people connect to life in Christ. Many people need help finding
that connection, and we pray to be effective in helping people find
their way.

Barnabas, however, took him and brought him to the apostles and
explained to them how Saul had seen the Lord on the road and
that the Lord had talked to him, and how in Damascus he had
spoken boldly in the name of Jesus. - Acts 9:27

Prayer: Father, thank you that we get to be your children and
a part of your family. We ask you for the grace to help others
find hope and love in our midst. There are many that are
misunderstood or have trouble connecting, and we ask you
for the wisdom and effectiveness to help them. Help us be
ambassadors for King Jesus and quickly help people find a
place in the family. Help us connect people and show them
the love of Jesus.

Make it Personal: Ask God to help you and our church grow in this
area. Pray for more small groups and areas of connection and
discipleship. Ask God for wisdom on how you can help others
connect and how you can be a more active part of the family. We
need each other! Ask God to help you understand your place in
that call!

Notes:
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Week 5, Day 1 - The Lost

Living out the great commandment means loving God with all your
heart. This love relationship should naturally produce love for
others, as we realize how much God loves us and how much he
treasures each and every one of us. We ask God to energize us
with his love today.

For God loved the world in this way: He gave his one and only
Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have
eternal life. - John 3:16

Prayer: Father, we thank you for your incredible love that we
will spend eternity trying to grasp! You love us as dearly
loved children, and you loved us before we ever knew you!
Help us realize your love for each one, especially those who
do not know you, and help us be filled with love and
compassion for them. Help us to reach the lost, Father, and
help us, even in our weakness, to convey your love and
mercy. Help us share the good news of Jesus Christ with our
lives and our words. Enable us to reach the lost, Father!

Make it Personal: Ask God for a new burden for the lost in your life
right now. Ask him for new opportunities and new connections that
could bear fruit for the Gospel of Jesus. Ask him to help you see
what might be in the way of you helping others come to know
Jesus. Pray for some specific names to reach and to invite to
church with you!

Notes:
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Week 5, Day 2 - The Lost
Salvation in Jesus Christ is a work of the Holy Spirit. God must
open eyes and hearts and by grace help people understand the
work of Jesus. Lets pray for God to move, and make sure we are
cooperating with him in this great task!

No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws
him, and I will raise him up on the last day. - John 6:44

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we thank you for salvation in Jesus
Christ! In Christ our sins are forgiven and we are brought into
a right relationship with you. It is a free gift of God! We ask
Father, that you work in our midst and draw even more to
you. Father, each of us has a list of people we are praying for
that need your love and need salvation. We ask that you work
in their hearts and soften them so that they might find Jesus.
We also ask that you help us be instruments of this work,
through loving them and inviting them to discover more
about you. Help us partner with you in this great task Father!

Make it Personal: Ask God again today to work in the lives of the
people you are burdened for. Ask him also to show you any others
around you that he wants you to be praying to know Jesus. Ask
him to help you see your part in reaching them, but pray hard for
the lost, believing he wouldn’t ask us to do it if it didn’t matter!
Pray for the ones you are trying to invite to church!

Notes:
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Week 5, Day 3 - The Lost

As we cooperate with the Lord in reaching the lost and
disconnected, we ask for patience and endurance to be faithful in
the task, even if the fruit is hard to see.

The Lord does not delay his promise, as some understand delay,
but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish but all to come to
repentance. - 2 Peter 3:9

Prayer: Father, as we press in and pray for the lost to come to
know you, we recognize it is a work that you must do in our
hearts. While it requires our cooperation to speak and to
serve and love people, we know we must be faithful and
patient, and trust you to do things in your time. You are
demonstrating patience with us, and constantly showing
compassion and mercy. You stand at the door and knock,
offering your love. Help us not to rush things, and to
persevere in this great task. Help us not get discouraged, but
be faithful, and know you are pleased when we do!

Make it Personal: Ask God to show you anyone that you may have
given up on, and that he wants you to pray for again. Ask him for a
new boldness and a new passion to help others find him. Ask him
for patience and endurance for the call of sharing the gospel with
others! Ask him for opportunities to invite people to Rock
Bridge with you to hear about Jesus!

Notes:
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Week 5, Day 4 - The Lost

Reaching the lost is about sowing seeds that will mature in time,
and understanding when it is time to reap what has already been
planted. We ask for wisdom to know the difference, and
discernment to be up to the task!

Listen to what I’m telling you: Open your eyes and look at the
fields, because they are ready for harvest. The reaper is already
receiving pay and gathering fruit for eternal life, so that the sower
and reaper can rejoice together. For in this case the saying is true:
‘One sows and another reaps.’ - John 4:35-37

Prayer: Father, help us see the harvest! Help us have wise
and discerning hearts to see the opportunities all around us
to love people and speak the truth of Jesus Christ! Help us be
on mission, ready to represent Jesus wherever we go. And
we ask that you use us to plant seeds, and use us to reap
when the time has come. Make us a people eager to help
people find Jesus. And we ask you to work in hearts and
soften them so that the truth will take root and bring
salvation!

Make it Personal: Ask God to show you how you can plant seeds
today in people. Who is he putting on your heart right now? Ask
him for creative ideas to be a blessing and speak the truth of
Jesus Christ. Pray for opportunities to speak and
opportunities to invite people to church to hear about him!

Notes:
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Week 5, Day 5 - The Lost

There is great joy in one sinner that repents! Is there that same joy
in us? We ask for God’s heart and his joy in salvation. Each life
saved is an eternal destiny changed!

I tell you, in the same way, there will be more joy in heaven over
one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous people
who don’t need repentance. - Luke 15:7

Prayer: Father, your love for us is beyond our
comprehension! You call us dearly loved children, and you
sent Jesus to save us even while we were sinners and far
from you. None of us have pursued you on our own, instead
you have drawn us and set us free. Father help us feel your
burden and your love for those who need you. Help us be
driven by the joy of heaven when even one turns to you! Help
us be a church dedicated to filling your house and bringing
joy to your heart! Use us to reach the lost, Father!

Make it Personal: Ask God to help you be burdened for what he is
burdened for. Ask him to help you see where you are distracted
and off focus from what really matters, and ask him for the grace
to seek what really matters, his kingdom! As we approach the
weekend of the Rock Bridge 20th anniversary, who are you
inviting? Pray for them right now!

Notes:
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Week 6, Day 1 - Rock Bridge

As we approach the 20th Anniversary of our church, we remind
ourselves of the great commandment and ask that we are found
faithful in both loving our great God and being a place of his
presence in our communities.

He answered, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all
your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind,” and “your
neighbor as yourself.” - Luke 10:27

Prayer: Father, we thank you for your faithfulness specifically
shown to Rock Bridge Community Church. You have blessed
us abundantly and allowed us to reach our communities with
your love. But we ask for more Father! We want to show the
world how wonderful you are, and we want to be a church
that loves our God with all that we have! Help us love you
more, worship you more, and help us display your glory to
the nations!

Make it Personal: Ask God to help you love him more. Loving him
is our great call, and he will help you see how to draw closer to
him in love. Ask him to reveal more of himself to you and think
about how you can worship him throughout your life. Pray for
those you are inviting this weekend as well!

Notes:
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Week 6, Day 2 - Rock Bridge

As we prayed yesterday for the focus on the great commandment
- Loving God, today we focus on the great commission given by
our savior. We ask to be faithful in this noble call!

Jesus came near and said to them, “All authority has been given
to me in heaven and on earth. Go, therefore, and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe everything I
have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to
the end of the age.” - Matthew 28:18-20

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we thank you that King Jesus is
alive and at your right hand interceding for us. All authority
has been given to him to empower the church and enable us
to spread the Gospel to the ends of the earth. We have all we
need in Christ! Help us make disciples! Help us teach people
your life-giving ways. Help us bear fruit and empower us to
see the lost brought to salvation in Jesus Christ. Our eyes are
on you and we need your grace today!

Make it Personal: Ask God for his blessing on our church. As we
approach our anniversary weekend and our Serve the City
initiatives, ask him for more grace for us to bear fruit for the
kingdom. Pray for your campus staff and ask God’s blessings on
their leadership. Pray for those you are inviting to church this
weekend!

Notes:
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Week 6, Day 3 - Rock Bridge

The church is God’s chosen instrument to reach the lost, and we
pray to be faithful in and effective in that task!

‘I will rescue you from your people and from the Gentiles. I am
sending you to them to open their eyes so that they may turn from
darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that they
may receive forgiveness of sins and a share among those who are
sanctified by faith in me.’ - Acts 26:17-18

Prayer: Father, it is your great joy to allow us to participate in
your mission to reach the world. The message of Jesus
Christ is the greatest news of all! We ask that you send us as
you sent your disciples, and help us in our workplaces,
schools, neighborhoods, and wherever we go to live boldly
for you and be full of love and grace. Help us bear witness to
our King Jesus. Enable Rock Bridge to be a church of great
fruitfulness!

Make it Personal: Who can you bless today through acts of love
and kindness? Ask God to show you who needs a touch from him
today through you. Who are you inviting to church this
weekend? Pray for them and ask God to make us fruitful as a
church in reaching the lost!

Notes:
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Week 6, Day 4 - Rock Bridge

We ask to shine brightly in the world, and excel in being
ambassadors of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We ask to be a
church that bears fruit for our most worthy King!

The point is this: The person who sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and the person who sows generously will also reap
generously. Each person should do as he has decided in his
heart—not reluctantly or out of compulsion, since God loves a
cheerful giver. And God is able to make every grace overflow to
you, so that in every way, always having everything you need, you
may excel in every good work. - 2 Corinthians 9:6-8

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we know that you are the power we
need to accomplish what you have asked of us. You desire
that we excel in reaching our communities and you desire
that we sow generously in how we give our lives away. You
are calling us to serve the needs of others around us and
showing them the love of Jesus. Help us to be generous in
how we live our lives for you. Help us spend ourselves in how
we give our time and our resources, so that we will reap
much! Let us be a church seeking your kingdom with all our
hearts!

Make it Personal: Ask God to show you how to give your life away.
What gifts and talents do you have that could be used to help
others find Jesus? Ask him to reveal anything you are holding
back. Pray also for the people you are inviting this weekend
and for God to prepare their hearts!

Notes:

35



Week 6, Day 5 - Rock Bridge

As we conclude our six weeks of fasting and prayer together, we
remind ourselves of our central focus of seeking first the Kingdom
of God and his righteousness given in Jesus Christ. His reign is
our hope, and his kingdom is our desire!

But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all
these things will be provided for you. - Matthew 6:33

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we are grateful for your grace given to
us in Jesus Christ. We thank you for saving us and drawing us
together to form the church. You have called us to victory, and
you have called us to seek your kingdom manifest here on earth
as it is fully manifested in heaven. We ask for your will to be done
here! We ask that you work through us, and that you allow your
church to advance for the glory of our King Jesus!

Make it Personal: Ask God today to help you see any distractions
from seeking his kingdom first. Ask him to help you walk in new
focus and commitment to him! Ask him to help you reach people,
and pray for all those who are invited this weekend to our
services. Ask for salvation and for many to give their lives to
Jesus!

Notes:
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