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Decisions … 
 
Am I making decisions God can bless? 
 
 
Genesis 12:1-8 
The Lord said to Abram: “Go from your land, your relatives and your father’s house to the land 
that I will show you. I will make you into a great nation, I will bless you, I will make your name 
great, and you will be a blessing … all the peoples on earth will be blessed through you. 
So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years 
old when he left … He took his wife, Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had 
accumulated … and they set out for the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan 
… The Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.”  
So he built an altar there to the Lord who had appeared to him. From there he moved on to the 
hill country east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. He 
built an altar to the Lord there, and he called on the name of the Lord.  
 
 
Genesis 12:10-20 
There was a famine in the land, so Abram went down to Egypt to stay there for a while because 
the famine in the land was severe. When he was about to enter Egypt, he said to his wife, Sarai, 
“Look, I know what a beautiful woman you are. When the Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This 
is his wife.’ They will kill me but let you live. Please say you’re my sister so it will go well for me 
because of you, and my life will be spared on your account.” When Abram entered Egypt, the 
Egyptians saw that the woman was very beautiful. Pharaoh’s officials saw her and praised her 
to Pharaoh, so the woman was taken to Pharaoh’s household …  
But the Lord struck Pharaoh and his household with severe plagues because of Abram’s wife, 
Sarai.  So Pharaoh sent for Abram and said, “What have you done to me? Why didn’t you tell 
me she was your wife? Why did you say, ‘She’s my sister,’ so that I took her as my wife? Now, 
here is your wife. Take her and go!”  
 
 
We are all one decision away from stupid. 
 
 
We need a consistent way to make good decisions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In both decisions, everything “worked out” … 
 
 
Decision A (leave Ur): not “normal” 
Decision B (scheme to self-protect/self-promote): typical 
 
 
Decision A: 

“So Abram went as the Lord had told him …” 
 
 
Decision B: 

“Look, I know … they will kill me … Please say you’re my sister so it will go well for me 
… and my life will be spared …” 

 
{same slide} 
Abram’s focus:  God vs. himself 
Abram’s posture:  Trusting vs. scheming 
 
 
THE WOW! 
 Focus less on the “what” and more on the “how” of the decision 
 
 
Genesis 13:1-4 
Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev—he, his wife, and all he had, and Lot with him. Abram 
was very rich in livestock, silver, and gold. He went by stages from the Negev to Bethel … to the 
site where he had built the altar. And Abram called on the name of the Lord there … 
 
 
Genesis 13:5-7 
Now Lot, who was traveling with Abram, also had flocks, herds, and tents. But the land was 
unable to support them as long as they stayed together, for they had so many possessions that 
they could not stay together, and there was quarreling between the herdsmen of Abram’s 
livestock and the herdsmen of Lot’s livestock.  
 
Genesis 13:8-9 
So Abram said to Lot, “Please, let’s not have quarreling between you and me, or between your 
herdsmen and my herdsmen, since we are relatives. Isn’t the whole land before you? Separate 
from me: if you go to the left, I will go to the right; if you go to the right, I will go to the left.” 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Genesis 13:10-12 
Lot looked out and saw that the entire plain of the Jordan … was well watered everywhere like 
the Lord’s Garden and the land of Egypt. (This was before the Lord destroyed Sodom and 
Gomorrah.)  So Lot chose the entire plain of the Jordan for himself. Then Lot journeyed 
eastward, and they separated from each other. Abram lived in the land of Canaan, but Lot lived 
in the cities on the plain and set up his tent near Sodom. 
 
 
Abram:  not scheming, not controlling, not self-seeking 
Lot:  common sense, materialism 
 
 
The difference: 
 Lot:   what he sees 
 Abram:  who he trusts 
 
What happens next: 
 Abram: reassured by God’s Word & promises 
 Lot:  evil of Sodom and then taken captive (Ch. 14) 
 
 
When making decisions, we need to ask: “How am I making this decision?” 
 
 
Does “how” I arrived at this decision reflect that I know and trust God? 
 
 

1) Activate faith. 
 
2) Minimize emotions 

 
3) Defy normal & typical à deny “self” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 


