
WOW! graphic + email 
 
PROBLEMS 
 
Today’s WOW! 
 àNOT the problems we face but the PERSPECTIVE with which we face our problems. 
 
 
Esther 4:1,3 
When Mordecai learned all that had occurred, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and 
ashes, went into the middle of the city, and cried loudly and bitterly … There was great 
mourning among the Jewish people in every province where the king’s command and 
edict reached. They fasted, wept, and lamented, and many lay in sackcloth and ashes. 
 
We can “feel” our problems without losing faith because of them. 
 
Avoid at all costs: resentment & bitterness 
 
Esther 4:8-12 
Mordecai also gave him a copy of the written decree issued in Susa ordering their destruction, 
so that Hathach might show it to Esther, explain it to her, and command her to approach the 
king, implore his favor, and plead with him personally for her people. Hathach came and 
repeated Mordecai’s response to Esther. 
Esther spoke to Hathach and commanded him to tell Mordecai, “All the royal officials and the 
people of the royal provinces know that one law applies to every man or woman who 
approaches the king in the inner courtyard and who has not been summoned—the death 
penalty—unless the king extends the gold scepter, allowing that person to live. I have not been 
summoned to appear before the king for the last thirty days.” Esther’s response was reported 
to Mordecai. 
 
{all on one slide} 
Esther’s Perspective: 

• Powerless-? 
• Selfish-? 
• Fearful-? 
èSomething is missing from her perspective. 

 
 
Esther 4:13-14a 
 Mordecai told the messenger to reply to Esther, “Don’t think that you will escape the fate of all 
the Jews because you are in the king’s palace. If you keep silent at this time, relief and 
deliverance will come to the Jewish people from another place, but you and your father’s family 
will be destroyed …” 
 



 
Mordecai to Esther: 
 Your perspective is a problem. 
 
 
{come up one at a time} 
2 Things Missing From Esther’s Perspective: 

1) God’s Word à His promises 
2) God’s Character à His sovereignty & providence 

 
 
WOW! Truth: 
 Before we face a problem, God has a plan. 
 
 
Ephesians 1:4 
For He chose us in Him, before the foundation of the world, to be holy and blameless in love 
before Him. 
 
 
Movement of God’s Plan: 
CREATION 
 FALL – Brokenness 
  REDEMPTION à Transformation 
   RESTORATION à Perfection 
 
  
Esther 4:14b 
Who knows, perhaps you have come to your royal position for such a time as this. 
 
 
Who knows … 

a) This problem could become your platform 
b) This problem could be part of your own transformation 

 
 
 

1) UNLEARN: Problems prevent/defeat God’s good plans {FALSE} 
 
God’s sovereign power and grace over us are meant to inspire hope & courage, not worry & 
fear. 
 
 
God’s plans for my life have almost never been my plans for my life. 



 
 

2) ALWAYS: Go back to Who God is. 
 
 

3) ALWAYS: Seek revelation – it’s more powerful than reason. 
 
We can spend a lot of energy on the reason and miss the revelation. 
 
 
{one slide} 
Revelation: 
 --Who is God? 
 --Who I am becoming? 
 --How is this part of discipleship? 
 --How am I being positioned?  
 
 
 

PSALM 119:71-72 (MSG) 
My troubles turned out all for the best—they forced me to learn from your textbook. 
Truth from your mouth means more to me than striking it rich in a gold mine. 
 
4) RESOLVE: be a participant, not a spectator. 

 
Rather lament & grow in God’s will than exist in (temporary) comfort outside of it. 
 
 
Our greatest PROBLEM à God’s glorious PLAN 
 
 
 
 


