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You can believe the truth but live a lie. 
 
 
The New Testament has ~40 warnings against deception. 
 
 
John 8:31-32 
Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed Him, “If you continue in My word, you really are 
My disciples. You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
 
John 8:43-47 
Why don’t you understand what I say? Because you cannot listen to My word. You are of your 
father the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the 
beginning and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he tells a lie, 
he speaks from his own nature, because he is a liar and the father of lies. Yet because I tell the 
truth, you do not believe Me …  If I am telling the truth, why don’t you believe Me? The one 
who is from God listens to God’s words. This is why you don’t listen, because you are not from 
God. 
 
For Jesus, the devil is real, intelligent, and actively working. 
 
The goal of the devil is disorder, death & destruction. 
 
The tactic of the devil is lies. 
 
Colossians 2:2b-4 
… so that they may have all the riches of complete understanding and have the knowledge of 
God’s mystery—Christ. In Him are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
I am saying this so that no one will deceive you with arguments that sound reasonable. 
 
Jesus came to destroy the works of the devil. 
 
I John 3:8b 
… the Son of God came to destroy the works of the devil. 
 
 
Jesus destroys the devil’s work by His blood shed on the Cross. 
 
 
 
 



Colossians 2:14-15 
He canceled the record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross. In 
this way, He disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed them publicly by His 
victory over them on the cross. 
 
Jesus destroys the devil’s work by life from His Spirit. 
 
I John 4:4 
You are from God, little children, and you have conquered them, because the one who is in 
you is greater than the one who is in the world. 
 
Jesus destroys the devil’s work by truth from His Word. 
 
Titus 3:3-7 
For we too were once foolish, disobedient, deceived, enslaved by various passions and 
pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, detesting one another. 
But when the kindness of God our Savior and his love for mankind appeared, 5 he saved us—not 
by works of righteousness that we had done, but according to His mercy—through the washing 
of regeneration and renewal by the Holy Spirit. He poured out his Spirit on us 
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior so that, having been justified by His grace, we may 
become heirs with the hope of eternal life. 
 
 
 
Jesus destroys the devil’s work by His church growing in Him. 
 
 
Ephesians 4:13-16 
… reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of God’s Son, growing into maturity with a 
stature measured by Christ’s fullness. Then we will no longer be little children, tossed by the 
waves and blown around by every wind of teaching, by human cunning with cleverness in the 
techniques of deceit. But speaking the truth in love, let us grow in every way into Him Who is 
the head—Christ. From Him the whole body, fitted and knit together by every supporting 
ligament, promotes the growth of the body for building itself up in love by the proper working 
of each individual part. 
 
 
The gospel is the greatest defense against Satan. 
 
Where the gospel has strengthened you, Satan cannot attack you 
 
 
 
 



Genesis 3:1-5 
Now the serpent was the most cunning of all the wild animals that the Lord God had made. He 
said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You can’t eat from any tree in the garden’?” 
The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit from the trees in the garden.  But about 
the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden, God said, ‘You must not eat it or touch it, or 
you will die.’” “No! You will certainly not die,” the serpent said to the woman. “In fact, God 
knows that when you eat it your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, knowing good 
and evil.” 
 
HOW IT HAPPENS: 
 
#1:  An idea emerges … (think conversation; thought patterns) 
 
 
Genesis 3:6-6 
The woman saw that the tree was good for food and delightful to look at, and that it was 
desirable for obtaining wisdom. So she took some of its fruit and ate it; she also gave some to 
her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.  
 
The Idea: 

• People have the ability to think, to ponder, to consider, & contemplate 
• The idea(s) presented play to our desires. 
• The idea(s) have an “energy”, a “force” to them … 

 
 
The Lie Behind the Idea: 
God is not as good or wise as He claims to be. 
God is holding out on us. 
 
 
Therefore, if we assert autonomy from God, follow the voice in our heads  
and the inclination of our hearts, then we will be better off. 
 
 
#2: We believe a lie about what will make us happy 
  
 
Warfare is not so much about what happens to us but rather our interpretation of it. 
 
Our interpretation is often a deception. 
 
The idea goes uncontested … by Gospel truth. 
 
 



 
{The following should come up one at a time; different slides …} 
 
Where am I vulnerable? 
 
 
Am I currently considering or believing a lie? 
 
 
What Gospel truth do I most need to believe and cherish? Live out? 
 
 
{all on one slide} 
When I am not cherishing Gospel truth, I am … 
 àconsidering sin 
 àreaping regret 
 àgrieving God 
 àwalking in fear & anxiety  

àbeing enslaved 
 
 
When I cherish Gospel truth, I am blessed and protected. 
 


