
 HOW TO graphic 

 {same slide  } 
 Everyone wants to be strong. 
 Everyone finds themselves in situations when they need to be strong. 

 Acts 9:22 
 But  Saul grew stronger  and kept confounding the Jews  who lived in Damascus by proving that 
 Jesus is the Messiah. 

 Acts 9:1-8 
 Now  Saul  was still breathing threats and murder  against  the disciples of the  Lord  . He went to 
 the high priest and requested letters from him to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he 
 found any men or women who belonged to the Way, he might bring them as prisoners to 
 Jerusalem. As he traveled and was nearing Damascus, a light from heaven suddenly flashed 
 around him. Falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you 
 persecuting Me?” 
 “Who are you, Lord?”  Saul said. 
 “I am Jesus, the One you are persecuting,” he replied. “But get up and go into the city, and you 
 will be told what you must do.” 
 The men who were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the sound but seeing no 
 one. Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing. 
 So they took him by the hand and led him  into Damascus. 

 There is a strength  we want  and then there is the  strength  we need  . 

 We are never told in Scripture to be  strong on our  own  . 

 Ephesians 6:10 
 … be strengthened  by  the Lord and  by  His vast strength. 

 Colossians 1:29 
 I labor for this, striving with  His strength  that  works powerfully in me. 

 Romans 16:25 
 Now to Him who is able to  strengthen you according  to my gospel  and the  proclamation  about 
 Jesus Christ 

 Acts 9:9 



    He {Saul} was unable to see for three days and did not eat or drink  . 

 Acts 9:17-19a 
 Ananias went and entered the house. He placed his hands on him and said, “Brother Saul, the 
 Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road you were traveling, has sent me so that you may 
 regain your sight and  be filled with the Holy Spirit  .”  At once something like scales fell from his 
 eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he got up and was baptized.   19   And after taking some food, 
 he regained  his strength  . 

 Acts 9:19b-22 
 Saul was with the disciples in Damascus for some time.      Immediately  he began proclaiming Jesus 
 in the synagogues: “  He is the Son of God  .” 
 All who heard him were astounded and said, “Isn’t this the man in Jerusalem who was causing 
 havoc for those who called on this Name and came here for the purpose of taking them as 
 prisoners to the chief priests?” 
 But Saul  grew stronger  and kept confounding the Jews  who lived in Damascus by proving that 
 Jesus is the Messiah. 

 I John 5:5 
 Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that  Jesus is the Son of God  ? 

 **GOSPEL STRONG** 

 I Corinthians 12:3 
 … no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except  by the Holy  Spirit  . 

 A) Strength is by the  Spirit of God. 

 Ephesians 6:17-18 
 Take the  helmet of salvation  and the  sword of the  Spirit  —which is the  word of God  .  
 Pray at all times  in the Spirit   with every prayer  and request, and stay alert with all perseverance 
 and intercession for all the saints. 

 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
 All Scripture is God-breathed   and is useful for teaching, rebuking,  correcting and training in 
 righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly  equipped for every good work  . 

 Colossians 3:16 
    Let the  word of Christ  dwell richly among you, in  all wisdom teaching and admonishing one 
 another through psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing to God with gratitude in your 
 hearts. 

 Ephesians 5:18-20 



 but be  filled by the Spirit  : speaking to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing 
 and making music with your heart to the Lord, giving thanks always for everything to God the 
 Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ … 

 B) The Spirit uses the  Word of God  to stir up  faith  . 

 Romans 10:17 
 So  faith     comes   from hearing, and hearing by the  word of  Christ. 

 Ephesians 6:14 
 In every situation take up the  shield of faith   with  which you can  extinguish  all the flaming 
 arrows of the evil one 

 {  each bullet can come up individually; keep formatting  } 
 Gospel Strong  : 

 ●  Confident belief in Jesus as the Son of God 
 ●  Confidence in God’s Word as not only true but also trustworthy 
 ●  Confident action based on God’s Word (“step”) 
 ●  Confident expectation in God’s purpose prevailing 

 Acts 9:23-31 
 After many days had passed, the Jews  conspired to  kill him  , but Saul learned of their plot. So 
 they were watching the gates day and night intending to kill him, but his disciples took him by 
 night and lowered him in a large basket through an opening in the wall. 
 When he arrived in Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they were  all afraid of him  , 
 since they did not believe he was a disciple. Barnabas, however, took him and brought him to 
 the apostles and explained to them how Saul had seen the Lord on the road and that the Lord 
 had talked to him, and how in Damascus he had spoken boldly in the name of Jesus. Saul was 
 coming and going with them in Jerusalem,  speaking  boldly in the name of the Lord  .   He 
 conversed and debated with the Hellenistic Jews, but they tried to kill him. When the brothers 
 found out, they took him down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus. 
 So the church throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had  peace and was strengthened  . 
 Living in the  fear of the Lord and encouraged by the  Holy Spirit  , it increased in numbers. 

 Living  Gospel Strong  is the  right and privilege  of  every child of God. 

 Acts 9:12-17 


