
NEW SERIES GRAPHIC: The Bottom Line 
 
{one slide; same formatting} 
Believe IN God Believe God 
 
The battlefield is belief. 
 
 
Mark 9:23-24 
 Jesus said to him, “‘If you can’? Everything is possible for the one who believes.” Immediately 
the father of the boy cried out, “I do believe; help my unbelief!” 
 
 
2 Corinthians 10:3-5 
For although we live in the flesh, we do not wage war according to the flesh, since the weapons 
of our warfare are not of the flesh, but are powerful through God for the demolition of 
strongholds. We demolish arguments and every proud thing that is raised up against the 
knowledge of God, and we take every thought captive to obey Christ. 
 
 
Satan and our “flesh” make arguments. 
 
 
I John 5:4 
… everyone who has been born of God conquers the world. This is the victory that has 
conquered the world: our faith. 
 
 
Victory comes through faith. 
 
 
Romans 10:17 
… faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ. 
 
John 8:31-32 
“If you continue in My word, you really are My disciples.  You will know the truth, and the truth 
will set you free.” 
 
 
Faith: taking God at His Word and acting accordingly 
 
IMAGE OF ‘In Christ’ Circle, Arguments, etc 
 
 



Battle for the bottom line … 
 
 
I Corinthians 12:31b 
And I will show you an even better way. 
 
I Corinthians 13:1-3 
If I speak human or angelic tongues but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging 
cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I 
have all faith so that I can move mountains but do not have love, I am nothing. And if I give 
away all my possessions, and if I give over my body in order to boast but do not have love, I gain 
nothing. 
 
 
Love is the bottom line. 
 
 
John 13:34-35 
“I give you a new command: Love one another. Just as I have loved you, you are also to love 
one another. By this everyone will know that you are My disciples, if you love one another.” 
 
The “love as the bottom line” is received and experienced first and then learned and put into 
action. 
 
 
Satan and our “flesh” make arguments against the bottom line. 
 
4 Arguments in Corinth (13:1-3): 

Serving 
Knowledge/Understanding 
Believing 
Giving (Sacrificing) 

 
èMost of us have defined loved in a way that puts limits on love. 
 àWe came to those definitions through arguments. 
 
IMAGE of CIRCLE … 
 
2 Categories of Arguments: 

WHO we are to love 
HOW we actually love 

 
 
 



Matthew 5:44-47 
I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be children 
of your Father in heaven … For if you love those who love you, what reward will you have? 
Don’t even the tax collectors do the same?  
 
 
I Corinthians 13:4-8a 
Love is patient, love is kind. Love does not envy, is not boastful, is not arrogant, is not rude, is 
not self-seeking, is not irritable, and does not keep a record of wrongs. Love finds no joy in 
unrighteousness but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things.  Love never ends … 
 
 
2 Strongholds to Demolish: 
#1: The “Belief” Plateau 
 
 
2 Strongholds to Demolish: 
#2: Shrinking belief to the extent of experience rather than elevating belief to the extent of 
God’s Word 
 
IMAGE of CIRCLE 
 
 
2 Corinthians 5:14-15 
For the love of Christ compels us, since we have reached this conclusion, that one died for 
all, and therefore all died. And He died for all so that those who live should no longer live for 
themselves, but for the One who died for them and was raised. 
 
{one slide} 
We are nothing without love. 
Jesus does nothing without love. 
 
I Corinthians 13:4-8a 
Love is patient, love is kind. Love does not envy, is not boastful, is not arrogant, is not rude, is 
not self-seeking, is not irritable, and does not keep a record of wrongs. Love finds no joy in 
unrighteousness but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things.  Love never ends … 
 
 
Love is something we do because of Who we become and are becoming as we are loved by 
Jesus and learn from Him. 
 
 



1) BELIEVE God and His bottom line. 
 

2) CONFESSION & REPENTANCE are necessary. 
 
3) Would you today become a disciple of Jesus in the area of love? 

 
 
 
 
 
 


