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LEADERS: We believe that by committing to the six C’s of small group leadership, you will see God move in you and 
your group through biblical community!  
What are the 6 C’s? 

● Character - The character of the leader is critical! 
● Content - Biblical and conversational. 
● Consistency - Consistency paves the way for health and accountability. 
● Care - Models the love of Jesus that bears one another’s burdens. 
● Celebration - Having fun together and celebrating God’s goodness together. 
● Commission - Living sent on the mission of Jesus. 

This week's focus: CHARACTER.  
You should be walking with Jesus in your day-to-day life (spending time with God, regular church attendance, 
receiving biblical teaching, putting your key relationships first, etc.)  The best way to model character for your 
group is by striving to BE LIKE JESUS more and more each day. What is one thing you can commit to doing this 
week to help move you toward Christ-like character? 
 

LET US KNOW IF WE CAN HELP!  Contact your campus groups director or email us at discipleship@rockbridge.cc 
 
 
ICE BREAKER: As a child, were you ever blamed for something you didn’t do? 
 
MAIN POINT: Absolute truth exists whether we embrace it or not. 
Read this out to the group as a type of road map for where the discussion should go. 
 
Passage(s) to Read: John 18:28-40 
Passage Summary: In His interaction with Pilate, Jesus states that He came to testify to truth and if you are 
with Him, you align to what is true. Pilate, on the other hand, is not concerned with truth as much as he is 
with himself. In his interactions with Jesus, Pilate reminds us that Christianity is about truth and being a 
Christian involves walking in the truth. Jesus shows that truth is first a “who” and then a “what”. 
Read the summary out loud before the passage.  This will help set up the direction of the discussion. 
 
DISCUSSION:  
 
1. What is so ironic about the religious leaders in verse 28? 

These Jewish officials refused to enter the arena. They were worried about being ceremonially unclean and unable 
to eat the Passover. They were focused on a clean appearance but acting with wicked hearts as they sought to put 
to death an innocent man. 

2. What does Jesus tell Pilate about His kingdom in verses 36-38? 
Jesus could not deny being a king. He stated that His Kingdom was not of this world. Pilate followed the logic. If 
Jesus claimed to have a kingdom, then He must be claiming to be a king. Jesus affirmed his response by saying, 
“Everyone on the side of truth listens to Me”. Pilate’s response was to ask, “What is truth?” This is a question that is 
often repeated today. Many in our culture reject the notion of absolute truth. Absolute truth is not based on 
feelings or perspective but exists whether you embrace it or not.  

3. In his pursuit of truth, is Pilate trying to absolve himself, Jesus, or Barabbas? Why do you think so? 
Pilate was concerned about himself. He knew that Jesus was innocent and should be freed but also knew that the 
crowd of Pharisees wanted Him put to death. He stood by and allowed Jesus to be crucified while Barabbas went 
free in order to avoid a potential revolt.  

4. Since both Peter and Pilate “caved under pressure”, why do we tend to scorn Pilate but honor Peter? 



5. Do you see any of Pilate’s qualities in yourself? 
6. How does Barabbas' freedom at Christ's expense illustrate the whole point of the Gospel? 
 
 
STEPS OF OBEDIENCE  
As an offering of worship and fellowship as a group, try bringing to the Lord all the aspects of Himself which 
He brings to mind in prayer. Take turns giving thanks for what God has taught you through the message this 
week.  
 
PRAYER TIME 
● If anyone in the group has a special prayer request, make sure that is shared with the group. 
 


