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MAIN POINT: When we know how faith works and what faith promises, we realize that faith in God is never 
wasted because God is too faithful. 
 
Passage(s) to Read: 2 Kings 4:8-37 
Passage Summary:  This passage focuses on the Shunammite woman’s faith. Her faith is alert and active and 
Elisha’s response teaches the principle that God does respond to and reward faith, while also creating the 
foundations that give rise to and the occasion for faith. However, a fallen condition in verse 16 is implied that 
this woman fears “wasted faith” or faith that returns void. This story teaches that faith is never wasted and 
points to Jesus as the greater Elisha. 
 
DISCUSSION:  
1. How does this week's reading differ from the story we read last week about the widow's oil? What are the 

similarities? 
2. What does the woman of Shunem suspect after hosting Elisha several times? How does this lead her to an 

opportunity to “live sent”?  
3. Re-read verses 25-27. What does the Shunammite woman tell Gehazi that is strange? Why does she say 

this? 
4. The woman struggles with the fact that she was given a son and then he was taken from her. Are you 

wrestling with a tragedy that “shouldn't have happened”, yet did? What promises have you claimed?  
5. For only the second time in the Old Testament, God responded to the prayers of one of his servants and 

raised someone from the dead. These miracles were a foretaste of the power Jesus would wield as he 
raised people from the dead. Which of Jesus' miracles remind you of this story? In what ways  is this story a 
foretaste of Jesus' resurrection that would serve as a promise of resurrection for all those who believe in 
Him? 

 
 
STEPS OF OBEDIENCE  
As an offering of worship and fellowship as a group, try bringing to the Lord all the aspects of Himself which 
He brings to mind in prayer. Take turns giving thanks for what God has taught you through the message this 
week.  
 
PRAYER TIME 
● If anyone in the group has a special prayer request, make sure that is shared with the group. 
 


