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MAIN POINT: Problems bring possibilities for the promises of God to be proven and the purposes of God to 
be fulfilled -  if and only if, the people of God are engaged/involved and moving with God. 
 
Passage(s) to Read: Acts 8:1-8;12 
 
Passage Summary: The problem of persecution helped begin the fulfillment of God’s purpose and for the 
Church to reach her promised potential. Luke details how the gospel spread through “regular” believers who 
were pushed out of Jerusalem by persecution. When faced with a problem, these early Christians did not 
become self-focused and paralyzed; they became mobilized for mission. 
 
DISCUSSION:  
 
1. The murder of Stephen set off a chain reaction of persecution against the church which resulted in the 

apostles being scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. While this seems like a tragic disruption to God's 
plan, we know that The Jewish leaders were playing right into God's hands. Discuss how.  

2. Think back to something traumatic that happened in your formative years. Can you see now how God has 
used it for good? How can this help us when we face tough circumstances?  

3. If we look back at Acts chapter 2, we see how Peter's speech led to mass conversion. Here we see that 
Stephen’s led to his death. What does that teach about “success” in one’s service to God? 

4. We know that this man named Saul would eventually become Paul, a hero of the faith and the author of 
much of the New Testament. What does this teach us about the way we should respond to those that 
persecute us?  

5. Have you ever experienced conflict or persecution because of your walk with Christ? How did God work 
through those circumstances? 

 
 
STEPS OF OBEDIENCE  
As an offering of worship and fellowship as a group, try bringing to the Lord all the aspects of Himself which 
He brings to mind in prayer. Take turns giving thanks for what God has taught you through the message this 
week.  
 
PRAYER TIME 
● If anyone in the group has a special prayer request, make sure that is shared with the group. 
 


