
  Rock Bridge Small Group Discussion Guide 
  Dear Church- Part 2 
  LEADER GUIDE 

 
 
 

LEADERS: For this season, we are taking a break from our normal icebreaker questions and moving into deeper 
conversations by asking some key accountability questions. Depending on the size of your group, you may not make 
it through all of the questions. If that's the case, please consider choosing one or two questions and sticking with 
those each week. Insist that all members of your group participate in answering. As your people begin to anticipate 
your questions, they will begin to think about them throughout their week, opening doors for a deeper, intimate 
relationship with God. 

● Where have you seen God and His goodness at work in your life this week?  
● What are you reading in your Bible right now? 
● Have you shared your story, the gospel, or intentionally invested in a relationship with someone 

disconnected from God this week? 
● How have you loved the people God has placed in your life this week? (i.e. family, friends, 

coworkers) 
 

LET US KNOW IF WE CAN HELP!  Contact your campus groups director or email us at discipleship@rockbridge.cc 
 
 
MAIN POINT: Eternally rich; therefore, presently faithful. 
Read this out to the group as a type of road map for where the discussion should go. 
 
Passage(s) to Read: Revelation 2:8-11 
 
Passage Summary: Jesus is exalted as eternal (Alpha to Omega) and yet as the One who died and rose again. His life 
models  how we endure into eternity. Jesus knows the situation of Smyrna. He encourages them not with the promise 
of relief but with a reminder of their richness in the Gospel. The worst thing that can happen, can’t happen to them; 
however, the best reward is yet to come and lasts forever. 
Read the summary out loud before the passage.  This will help set up the direction of the discussion. 
 
DISCUSSION:  

 
1. From these verses, what do we know about the church in Smyrna? What good things characterize this 

church?  
We know that this church is listed as being subject to poverty yet also called rich. From that point alone, we can 
know that the church placed value in things that truly matter. This motivated them to be faithful when facing 
persecution- because their hope was in the right place.  

2. Has it been harder to live out your faith when you've been poor, or when you've had enough money? Why 
is this and in what ways do you feel spiritually rich? 

3. What was the church at Smyrna guilty of? 
Jesus has nothing negative to say about this church. This was a faithful congregation that was faced with great 
persecution. Christians at Smyrna would be thrown into  prison and the church afflicted. This test of their faith 
might make them feel poor- when they were actually rich because of the reward which they would receive because 
of their spiritual endurance. There is no condemnation for those who, when faced with persecution, refused to 
compromise.  

4. What would it look like for the Church (people of God) to be faithful in the face of persecution? How does 
that fit into some of the challenges we are facing today? 

5. In verse 11 we read that those who overcome will not be hurt at all by the second death. What does this 
mean? 



We know that the recipients of this letter or already Christians and therefore could not be separated from God. Yet 
at Final Judgement, despite eternal salvation, Jesus will still rebuke unfaithfulness. The faithful congregation at 
Smyrna would be untouched by any negative consequence on that day.  

6. How can we, as small groups,  refuse to compromise when faced with persecution? What are some of the 
things you feel you are doing really well and what are some areas of improvement?  
As small groups, we have a unique opportunity to provide healthy (Biblical) community  at a time when there is so 
much of our community (society) that is unhealthy. Take the time to discuss each area of opportunity below and 
talk about ways to improve as a group. 

        Discipleship, accountability, care/community, serving together, spreading the gospel, giving. 
 
 
STEPS OF OBEDIENCE  
As an offering of worship and fellowship as a group, try bringing to the Lord all the aspects of Himself which 
He brings to mind in prayer. Take turns giving thanks for what God has taught you through the message this 
week.  
 
PRAYER TIME 
● If anyone in the group has a special prayer request, make sure that is shared with the group. 
 


