
  Rock Bridge Small Group Discussion Guide 
  What The Church Can Give America- Part 2 
  LEADER GUIDE 

 
 
 

LEADERS: For this season, we are taking a break from our normal icebreaker questions and moving into deeper 
conversations by asking some key accountability questions. Depending on the size of your group, you may not make 
it through all of the questions. If that's the case, please consider choosing one or two questions and sticking with 
those each week. Insist that all members of your group participate in answering. As your people begin to anticipate 
your questions, they will begin to think about them throughout their week, opening doors for a deeper, intimate 
relationship with God. 

● Where have you seen Jesus this week? 
● What are you reading in your Bible right now? 
● What have you done this week to further the gospel? This could be by sharing your story, or take an intentional 

step toward that end by building a relationship with an unbeliever. 
● Have you spent quality time with your family this week? 

 

LET US KNOW IF WE CAN HELP!  Contact your campus groups director or email us at discipleship@rockbridge.cc 
 
 
MAIN POINT: If our nation and neighbors are ever going to trust God, then they might have to 
first trust the Church. Distorted truth distorts God who is truth.  
Read this out to the group as a type of road map for where the discussion should go. 
 
Passage(s) to Read: Exodus 20:16; Matthew 5:33-37 
 
Passage Summary: The 9th Commandment has both truth and neighbor in view, showing us that truth serves the 
cause of love. Stated negatively, we should never pervert or distort truth to hurt others. For the Christ-follower, being 
trustworthy acts as a gate for love and we must consistently speak/act in ways that are for—not against—our neighbor. 
Read the summary out loud before the passage.  This will help set up the direction of the discussion. 
 
DISCUSSION:  
1. Think of someone in your life that you cannot trust. How does that affect your relationship with them and 

limit your interactions with them? 
2. Read the 9th commandment together but instead of “you shall not”, state the commandment positively as 

a “get-to” statement. What new insight does that give you into God’s desire for your life? 
Ex: I get to speak truth into the lives of my neighbors. Truth is so important- especially in the society we live in 
where all media outlets and other sources of information have their own agendas and present ideas in a way that 
support those agendas.  

3. Read Ephesians 4:29 together. What does this verse teach us about community and building relationships 
with those around us? 
In order to build authentic community, you have to build people up rather than tearing them down. We 
must say what is needed, but say it in love. And while we must deal with real life issues, our goal must 
always be to help and not hurt. Our words must minister grace to those who hear them. 

4. Matthew 5:33-37 talks about oaths made to the Lord vs truth in all your words. Was Jesus discrediting 
oath-taking? If not, what did he mean? 
 Jesus didn't deny the legitimacy of all oath-taking. We find oaths in the Old Testament, as when Covenant 
relationships were established. Jesus was warning against careless, profane, and flippant use of oaths in everyday 
speech. Also, oaths shouldn't be used to convince someone of the truthfulness of what you are saying; that might 
only be a cover-up for deception. Jesus is telling us to speak the truth in all we say- let our yes be yes and our no be 
no. 



5. What would it look like for the Church (people of God) to be consistently truthful and trustworthy for our 
nation? What would it disarm that currently is inflamed in our culture? 

 
 
STEPS OF OBEDIENCE  
As an offering of worship and fellowship as a group, try bringing to the Lord all the aspects of Himself which 
He brings to mind in prayer. Take turns giving thanks for what God has taught you through the message this 
week.  
 
PRAYER TIME 
● If anyone in the group has a special prayer request, make sure that is shared with the group. 
 


