
  Rock Bridge Small Group Discussion Guide 
  Game Changer – Part 1 (Easter 2020) 
  LEADER GUIDE (Online or Regular) 

 
 
 

LEADERS: A few key helps for leading an online group: 
● You may want to adjust your meeting time to 30-45 minutes, as the online format does reduce the time for 

“socializing” that often takes a portion of meeting times.  Planning for a slightly shorter meeting helps prevent 
awkward times.  If you go longer, that’s great! 

● For the first meeting, add a few minutes at the beginning to give people time to get logged in and adjust any 
sound or video issues. 

● Prioritize prayer and sharing.  Make sure everyone is heard and that a key focus is on praying for one another 
in this season. 

● Keep in touch!  Text and call throughout the week, and walk with your group through this season. 
 

LET US KNOW IF WE CAN HELP!  Contact your campus groups director or email us at discipleship@rockbridge.cc 
 
 
ICE BREAKER: 
● Have you ever experienced or heard someone talk about a brush with death? Briefly share with the group. 
   
MAIN POINT: 
● There will always be tension between your faith in God and your expectations of God. 
Read this out to the group as a type of road map for where the discussion should go. 
 
Passage(s) to Read: John 11:1-44  
 
Passage Summary: Jesus is attempting to show His glory and His love through the difficulty of Lazarus’ death. 
His glory is that He is the resurrection and the life. We are to bank everything on Him—Who He is, not when He is, not 
what He does/doesn’t do, but Who He is. God loves us by showing us Himself in ways that captivate us. 
Read the Summary out loud before the passage.  This will help set up the direction of the discussion. 
 
DISCUSSION:  
1. In verse 14, we read that Lazarus has died. Jesus says some surprising words. He says, “I'm glad for you that 

I wasn't there”. Why was Jesus glad? 
Jesus was not glad concerning Lazarus's death but glad concerning what He was about to do. Sometimes God will 
let things get worse before they get better. That's often because He has something in mind that is even better than 
what we hope for. 

2. In verses 21 and 22, Martha expresses faith and doubt in one sentence. She is like the man who cried out to 
Jesus in Mark 9:24, “I do believe; help my unbelief”.  Why (or why not) is it okay to have doubt as a believer? 
We all have doubts, because we start from a place of separation and unbelief.  But as we move toward God we 
must bring those doubts to Him believing that He can deal with our disappointments and spiritual struggles. It is a 
journey of ever growing trust. 

3. In verses 41 and 42, we read a prayer of Thanksgiving from Jesus to his father. What was He thankful for 
and why is this so important? 
Jesus acknowledged the reason that He had been delayed in coming to Lazarus:  so that the crowd standing there 
might believe that the Father had sent Jesus. Jesus could have arrived in time to conduct a private miracle to heal 
Lazarus. But he chose a supernatural display, validating his Messianic identity and sparking faith in a mass 
gathering of people. Sometimes we experience temporary grief that will later produce tremendous spiritual impact 
and bring God  greater glory.  



4. In verses 43 and 44, Jesus called Lazarus and he emerged from the tomb, bound and wrapped in burial 
clothes. How was this a foretaste of what was to come and what are some major differences in this event 
and the resurrection of Jesus? 
This event was a foreshadowing of the resurrection of Jesus that would take place shortly after. However, Lazarus 
would emerge still wrapped in burial clothes. Lazarus would physically die again. Jesus would not. Those who 
believe in Jesus will take part in an everlasting resurrection and live forever.  

5. When is a time that you have seen God's goodness in the midst of hard / painful circumstances?  
6. Think of the expression, “Hindsight is 20/20”. Have you ever found yourself praising God for the outcome 

of a situation that you might have been upset with Him about as you walked through it?  
7. How can the message of Easter (the resurrection of Jesus) bring you hope as we face the trials of life?  How 

can we apply this to our current  crisis? 
 
STEPS OF OBEDIENCE  
What is one step of GRATITUDE you can take this week in response to your salvation?  Share it with the 
group and commit to taking that step. 
 
PRAYER TIME 
● If anyone in the group has a special prayer request, make sure that is shared with the group. 
 


