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LEADERS: A few key helps for leading an online group: 

● You may want to adjust your meeting time to 30-45 minutes, as the online format does reduce the time for 
“socializing” that often takes a portion of meeting times.  Planning for a slightly shorter meeting helps prevent 
awkward times.  If you go longer, that’s great! 

● For the first meeting, add a few minutes at the beginning to give people time to get logged in and adjust any 
sound or video issues. 

● Prioritize prayer and sharing.  Make sure everyone is heard and that a key focus is on praying for one another 
in this season. 

● Keep in touch!  Text and call throughout the week, and walk with your group through this season. 
 
LET US KNOW IF WE CAN HELP!  Contact your campus groups director or email us at discipleship@rockbridge.cc 
 
 
SOME QUESTIONS TO ASK DURING THIS SEASON: 
● What has the coronavirus ... 

o taken away from you this week? (grief) 
o NOT taken away from you today? (awareness) 
o given you today? (blessing) 

   
MAIN POINT: 
● Instead of focusing  on “when” we die, maybe we should be asking, “Where do I need to die in order to see new life 

from God?” 
Read this out to the group as a type of road map for where the discussion should go. 
 
Passage(s) to Read: John 12:17-28  
 
Passage Summary: After raising Lazarus and triumphantly entering Jerusalem, Jesus’ popularity is growing so much 
that even Greeks are interested in Him. Into this dynamic, Jesus teaches that it is not enough to be interested in Him 
but to identify with Him in His death.  
Read the Summary out loud before the passage.  This will help set up the direction of the discussion. 
 
DISCUSSION:  
1. Verse 24 speaks of a grain of wheat. What spiritual principle was Jesus teaching through this agricultural 

illustration? 
Jesus had come into the world to die, to give his life as a substitutional atonement for sinners. In the same way that 
a single grain produces much wheat, Jesus's death would yield much spiritual fruit-  salvation and eternal life for all 
who will trust him. 

2. The one who loves his life will lose it, and the one who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 
What does this mean and how can you apply it? 
If you live a self-centered existence, you will lose the very thing you wish to hold on to. A Christian’s  greatest 
foundational principle is simple- our hope is not in things of this world but rather what we will gain in eternity. To 
hate your life means not living a life of self-centeredness, but rather in obedience to God and in service to others. 
The one who lives a life of service in the name of Jesus will be rewarded in this life and in the life to come.  

3. According to verse 26, what must one do to serve God? 
To serve the King, we must follow the King. If He serves, we must serve. The first responsibility of a follower of 
Christ is to His people. We are to love those who He loves and gave Himself for. If we love and serve sacrificially, 
the Father promises to honor us with a reward- some of which may come in this life, the most will come in eternity..  



4. Where is Jesus calling you to die so that you might live? What area of your life do you recognize is too 
self-centered? 

5. What do you tend to hold on to and love that gets in the way of following  and obeying Jesus?  
 
STEPS OF OBEDIENCE  
Think about one area you need to die to in order to see new life from God?  Share your answer with someone 
in the group and commit to praying for yourself and for them. 
 
PRAYER TIME 
● Pray for an opportunity to serve others with a renewed heart filtered through self-denial.  
● If anyone in the group has a special prayer request, make sure that is shared with the group. 
 


