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LEADERS: In the midst of the coronavirus outbreak, we are asking groups to continue to connect.  If you aren’t able to 
meet physically,  then consider meeting online.  Contact your campus group director for help!   
Why should you meet? 

● Community is more important than ever in a time of fear and uncertainty. 
● Community allows us to process the Word of God together and help give one another hope and courage. 
● Community is a key source for discerning wisdom, and sound judgment, a key need during this time. 

LET US KNOW IF WE CAN HELP!  Contact your campus groups director or email us at discipleship@rockbridge.cc 
 
 
ICE BREAKER: 
● What are some things you ‘invest’ in? (invest your time, talents, resources- think beyond your 401K) 
   
MAIN POINT: 
● In any given moment, we are controlled by our highest hope or biggest fear for that moment. 
Read this out to the group as a type of road map for where the discussion should go. 
 
INTO THE WORD:  
Before reading this passage as a group, consider the following Core Questions.  Read these questions aloud to frame up 
your discussion. 
1. What does this passage reveal about what God is like? I.e. Obvious statements, attributes of His character, 

ability, etc. 
2. What are some key words or phrases and how do they help us understand what is being said? 
3. Is there some kind of action that we are called to?  A sin to confess?  Something to thank God for?  Someone 

to pray for or encourage?  A behavior I need to change? 
These are questions that can/should be used to help teach basic Bible observation.  Use the same questions each week. 
It is good to have them read the questions prior to reading the passage so that they read with the questions in mind. 
 
Passage Summary: Hebrews 11 is about the definition of and examples of faith. The author ties faith to future 
rewards and then illustrates the fact that these rewards are realized later...in Heaven and beyond. But faith “sees” and 
values those rewards as greater than anything on earth because they are God-promised, God-given, and God-glorified. 
Read the Summary out loud before the passage.  This will help set up the direction of the discussion. 
 
Passage(s) to Read: Hebrews 11:1,6,13-16  
 
DISCUSSION:  
1. Discuss the core questions as they relate to the passages. 
2. In verse 1, how does the author define faith? How does this differ from some popular notions of “faith” as 

believed in modern society? 
Faith is the present reality of looking forward to a Biblically promised, substantiated and evidenced future reality. 
Sometimes we refer to our ‘faith’ as the acts that we perform- i.e. practicing my faith, or the religion we identify 
with- i.e. Baptist faith, Methodist faith, etc. We are looking at faith through the lens of today.  

3. How is this verse less like a formal definition and more like a description of what faith does for us? 
It makes things hoped for as real as if we already had them, and it provides unshakable evidence that the unseen, 
spiritual blessings of Christianity are absolutely certain and real. In other words, it brings the future within the 
present and makes the invisible seen. 



4. We are called to have faith in things unseen. In verse 6, we are told that without faith it is impossible to 
please God. What does this mean and why do we find this so difficult? 
No amount of good works can compensate for lack of faith. When a man refuses to believe God, he is calling Him a 
liar. Faith not only believes that God exists, but it also trusts Him to reward those who diligently seek Him. There is 
nothing about God that makes it impossible for man to believe. The difficulty is with the human will.  

5. In verses 13-16, we read about the patriarchs who were living in faith when they died, who did not receive 
the things promised and were aliens on earth. What did this mean for them back then and what does this 
mean for us today? 
The Patriarchs all died in faith. They did not live to see the fulfillment of the divine promises. They died with 
Kingdom vision and an understanding that, while their earthly lives were finite, God’s promises are for eternity and 
would carry on way beyond their earthly existence. We can have the same hope of knowing that what we invest in 
today, God can and will use for His glory- even if it is beyond our time.  
 

APPLICATION: 
6. Consider this phrase from Matt’s message: “In any given moment, we are controlled by our highest hope or 

biggest fear for that moment.” What are some hopes and fears we are seeing around us in light of 
Covid-19? How can we respond to a world placing so much value in “hope” and “fear”?  

7. How would you respond if asked for a definition of faith? 
8. Think about things you are investing in today. What are some ways God might use those things in the near 

future and in the distant future? 
 
STEPS OF OBEDIENCE  
Think about one thing you can do to live more by faith than by things you can grasp in your hands and see 
with your eyes?  Share your answer with someone in the group and commit to praying for yourself and for 
them. 
 
PRAYER TIME 
● Pray for an opportunity to share about faith with those in your sphere of influence.  
● If anyone in the group has a special prayer request, make sure that is shared with the group. 
 


