
  Rock Bridge Small Group Discussion Guide 
  Warrior – Part 1 
  LEADER GUIDE 
 

 
LEADERS: Be the best leader you can be for your family, for your world and for your small group! 
 

• We cannot give others what we do not have ourselves.   
• If we want others to experience life in Christ, we must be active participants in that as well.   
• We will have tough seasons, but we should set the example of pursuing Jesus in our daily lives.   

 

As Jesus said in John 15:5. “I am the vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in me and I in 
him produces much fruit, because you can do nothing without me.” 

 

Stay connected to Him, and you WILL bear MUCH FRUIT! 
 
 
ICE BREAKER: 
• What is something you have done or accomplished that you never believed you would be able to do? 
   
MAIN POINT: 
• God wants to call us out of hiding and into His battle that He promises we’ll win with Him. 

Read this out to the group as a type of road map for where the discussion should go. 
 
INTO THE WORD:  
Before reading this passage as a group, consider the following Core Questions.  Read these questions 
aloud to frame up your discussion. 
1. What does this passage reveal about what God is like? I.e. Obvious statements, attributes of His 

character, ability, etc. 
2. What are some key words or phrases and how do they help us understand what is being said? 
3. Is there some kind of action that we are called to?  A sin to confess?  Something to thank God for?  

Someone I need to pray for or encourage?  A behavior I need to change? 
These are questions that can/should be used help teach basic Bible observation.  Use the same questions 
each week.  It is good to have them read the questions prior to reading the passage so that they read with 
the questions in mind. 
 
Passage Summary: God refuses to leave Gideon as he found him. Instead, God patiently and graciously 
begins to change Gideon from a fearful wine presser to a warrior. Gideon in many ways represents us when 
God finds us—stuck, doubtful, afraid, living down to culture instead of up to calling, hiding from the life 
and purpose God has for us. 
Read the Summary out before the passage.  This will help set up the direction of the discussion. 
 
Passage(s) to Read: Judges 6:1-24 
 
DISCUSSION:  
1. Discuss the core questions as they relate to the passages. 
2. In verses 1-10, discuss Israel’s current condition and the oppression they face. Why does a loving God 

allow such things to happen? What do these verses make you think about God and His nature? 



God is an incredibly loving and merciful God. He actually tolerates amazing levels of idolatry and 
wickedness from a people who have clearly seen Him and should be faithful to Him. But He is also a 
holy and just God, and at some point, must bring loving correction against sin and rebellion. 

3. Discuss Gideon’s response to the Angel in verse 13. He is openly questioning God’s faithfulness to 
Israel.  However, the Angel ignores his question.  Why does God so often not explain Himself? 
God sees from a perspective we cannot see, and He knows that we can barely understand what is really 
going on around us.  Gideon is so immersed in culture, he has lost sight of the wickedness around him 
and how severe it is.  God is more concerned in our trust in His nature, than in our understanding of His 
reasons. 

4. Gideon basically asks God for proof that it was God talking to him.  Why do you think he did that?  
Why do you think God was not upset about Gideon’s “test”? 
Throughout the Bible there is deception and false prophets and teachers.  God is always OK when we 
seek confirmation that what we are hearing is in fact from Him.  The angel probably looked just like an 
ordinary person, and Gideon was about to take on a very serious task.  He needed to know that it was 
God, and God was OK with that! 
 

APPLICATION: 
1. The Israelites were in a cycle of sin that led them to great suffering. Reflect on where you are with God 

and with the new year.  Are you where you want to be?  Are you where God wants you to be? 
It might be good to also ask do you think God is pleased with where you are? 

2. God saw something in Gideon that he didn’t see in himself.  What about you?  Do you think you are 
confident in who you are, or do you think you might be shortchanging what God could do with you? 
As followers of Jesus we are God’s children.  This fact alone should give us faith that more could be 
done through us if we yield to Him.  Encourage people to see themselves as dearly loved, and 
therefore full of God-sized potential! 

3. Where has God come through for you in the past, showing Himself powerful and worthy of your trust?  
How can you focus on His past faithfulness to give you courage instead of the challenges you might be 
facing? 

 
STEPS OF OBEDIENCE 
• What is at least one clear step you could take to go forward with courage and faith in God? 

This could be a step of reconciliation with someone, use a gift or talent, begin giving to God and 
trusting Him with finances, starting a prayer life and time in the Bible, serving in a ministry at RB, etc. 

 
PRAYER TIME 
• Pray for each other on the action steps from above, and for this to be a year of action! 
• If anyone in the group has a special prayer request, make sure that is shared with the group. 
 


