
  Rock Bridge Small Group Discussion Guide 
  Best Year Yet – Jan 2nd & 5th  
  PARTICIPANT GUIDE 
 

ICE BREAKER: 
• What is a resolution or goal you have for the new year? 
   
MAIN POINT: 
• We all want lives of meaning and greatness.  Jesus tells us that real greatness comes from living for 

God and serving others as our call. 
 
INTO THE WORD:  
Before reading this passage as a group, consider the following Core Questions.  Read these questions 
aloud to frame up your discussion. 
1. What does this passage reveal about what God is like? I.e. Obvious statements, attributes of His 

character, ability, etc. 
2. What are some key words or phrases and how do they help us understand what is being said? 
3. Is there some kind of action that we are called to?  A sin to confess?  Something to thank God for?  

Someone I need to pray for or encourage?  A behavior I need to change? 
 
Passage Summary: Jesus was confronting the confusing issue of greatness in our world.  He contrasts the 
worlds view of power for personal enjoyment with a kingdom view of sacrificial service.  As his followers we 
must put serving as our call, and that serving is how we truly impact the world for him. 
 
Passage(s) to Read: Matthew 20:20-28, Colossians 3:22-24 
 
DISCUSSION:  
1. Discuss the core questions as they relate to the passages. 
2. Describe what you think James and John and their mother were thinking.  What were they hoping for 

by asking Jesus to sit as his right and left? 
3. What is Jesus saying to them by saying these places were not his to give, and were for those that 

Father had chosen?  
4. Based on the message, and also your reading of the passage, describe what real greatness in the 

Kingdom looks like.  Why do you think this is what greatness is to God? 
5. In the passage from Colossians, how can it motivate us to see past worldly authority and serving Christ 

directly? 
 

APPLICATION: 
6. What is one major takeaway from the message you hope to not forget? 
7. From a practical standpoint, how can you go into each day and live with the heart to serve others and 

live for Jesus?  What can you do to keep this idea out in front of you? 
8. What are some ways and situations each day where we can serve wherever we go?  Talk about 

situations you have encountered and what it would look like to serve Jesus in those. 
9. What are some ways you can intentionally put into practice the Colossians passage, of living 

wholeheartedly in whatever you do?  What will this look like for you? 
 



STEPS OF OBEDIENCE 
• Get in groups of 2-3.  Decide on a step you can take this week toward putting this week’s message 

into practice.  Commit to praying for one another toward the action step. 
 
PRAYER TIME 
• Pray for each other on the action steps from above, and for this to be a year of action! 
• If anyone in the group has a special prayer request, make sure that is shared with the group. 
 


