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Quick Draw 
Young Jesus in the Temple 
 

 

 

 
I am not quite sure how we managed to dodge it for so long, but after a year and a half, 

the moment finally came—my daughter’s first taste of ice cream. And as a self-proclaimed 
“connoisseur of the cream,” I saw to it that her first encounter wasn’t the cheap stuff. It was 
unthinkable that my first child’s pallet would touch anything but the crème de la résistance... 
Gelato. At first bite the cold came as shock, but then her eyes widened, and from that point on, 
she was ruined. She had tasted the good stuff and there would be no going back.  

In the story for today, when Jesus entered the temple at the age of twelve, (one year 
away from accountability as a Jewish boy), he was just finishing the first part of the formal 
Jewish education system. This first phase of education, known as the Bet Ha-Sefer or “House of 
the book,” was their equivalent to our modern-day elementary school. During this time, children 
would memorize vast sums of the Torah and lay the foundation for what would be a life devoted 
to God and His law. However, before a child began his schooling in the Bet Ha-Sefer, it’s 
recorded that the instructing Rabbi would place honey on the tongue of the new students. It’s 
believed that the rabbis were reaching back to the ancient text of “Taste and see that the Lord is 
good” from Psalm 34:8. For the past six years, Jesus had been tasting the goodness of his 
Father and now we find Jesus in his “Father’s House.” In fact, the way Jesus describes it is that 
he “had to be” there.  

This phrase “had to be” has been rendered by scholars to mean various things 
throughout the years. However, the main consensus is that Jesus was communicating the plan 
that his Father had for him apart from the life of his earthly family. The same can be true about 
us. As we grow up, we begin to discover the plans that God has for us. We uncover the ways 
that our Father has gifted us and He lays opportunities for us to follow Him wherever He leads. 
For some of us, it’s starting a business. For others of us, it’s moving across the country and 
away from family. For others still, it’s staying home and starting a family. What God calls us to 
do is sometimes “radical” and other times “normal,” but whatever our Father leads us to is 

BIG IDEA: Jesus is the special Son of God. 

BIBLE BASIS: Luke 2:41-52 

KEY VERSE: “God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son.” John 3:16 
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nothing short of extraordinary because it’s how He has designed us. Os Guinness puts it this 
way: “The truth is not that God is finding us a place for our gifts, but that God has created us 
and our gifts for a place of his choosing—and we will only be ourselves when we are finally 
there.”  

God has a purpose for us. Continue listening to Him. Spend time in His house. Take 
steps to pursue His calling in your life. And know that once you have tasted that calling, there is 
no going back.  
 

John Garrison 
GO! Contributor 
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Helping Quiet Kids to Open Up 
 
Cricket. Cricket. Cricket. This is the sound that emanates from a group filled with quiet kids. Fortunately, 
it’s not often that you’ll have a group made up entirely of kids who are “vocally challenged.” Quiet kids are 
often deep thinkers with quiet spirits. That’s not a bad thing at all! Nevertheless, it’s important that you 
create a safe environment where (with a little bit of encouragement) they’ll be willing to share their 
thoughts and feelings with others. This gives them the opportunity to voice their struggles, challenges, 
fears, hopes, and dreams. You never want to force a kid to share, so here are a few tips that will help 
encourage them to share.  
 
Engage them outside of group: Some kids need to know and trust you before they’re willing to open up 
in a group. Take some time during drop-off or pick-up time to talk one-on-one with your quiet kids. As they 
become more comfortable with you, they’ll be more likely to share during group time. 
 
Seat the kids in a circle: When kids are seated in a clump rather than a circle, it’s easy for kids with less 
inclination for sharing to hide or get lost in the back of the cluster. 
 
Call on quiet kids directly: Sometimes quiet kids need to feel invited into a conversation. When you call 
on a kid directly, it communicates that you want them to be a part of the group and that you’re interested 
in what they have to say. 
 
Be okay with silence. It might take some kids a moment to put words to their thoughts. That’s okay! 
Don’t feel the need to “rescue” them too quickly. If they can’t or don’t want to join the conversation just 
yet, that’s okay too. But don’t let that be the last time you call on them. 
 
Affirm them after sharing: For some kids, sharing aloud in a group is a huge emotional and social risk. If 
you affirm them after sharing, it greatly increases the chance they’ll share again. A simple, “Wow! I love 
the way you think!” or “Great answer—thanks for sharing!” will often do the trick. 
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Along with your other play time activities, present the following activity to children as they first 
arrive in the preschool room. Choose a leader to facilitate the activity. The activity is designed to 
introduce kids to the Bible story and Big Idea for the day. 
 
HIDE-N-SEEK 
Supplies: Stuffed animal (1) 
 
Directions: Tell the children to cover and close their eyes, then hide a stuffed animal 
somewhere in the room. When ready, tell the children to open their eyes and say, “Oh no, our 
friend [insert name or type of animal] is lost! Can you help me find him?” Encourage the children 
to begin looking for the hidden animal. If necessary, give them clues. Repeat as much as time 
and interest allow. You can also consider letting the children hide the stuffed animal. 
 
Say: You did a great job looking! In our true Bible story for today, Mary and Joseph go looking 
for someone too, but it’s someone way more important than a stuffed animal.  
 
 

  

There are multiple activity options designed to help kids remember the Bible story and Big Idea, 
discover personal application, and to respond to God through art, prayer, and Bible reading. 
Offer as many activities as your time and space allows. 
 
SON OF GOD 
Supplies: Hula Hoop (1 per group) 
 
Say: Today we’re learning that Jesus is the special Son of God. We’re going to play a game 
that helps us talk about why Jesus is so special. 
 
Directions: Place a hula hoop flat on the ground. Have the children stand in a circle and hold 
hands. One of the children should be standing in the center of the hula hoop. Begin walking in a 
circle with the children while saying the following lines to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb”: 
“Jesus is the Son of God, Son of God, Son of God. Jesus is the Son of God who loves me very 
much.” When finished singing, have the children sit down. Ask the child who is sitting in the hula 
hoop the question below. After answering, have the children stand up and repeat. Continue until 
everyone has had a turn answering. (If the child in the hula hoop has already answered, move 
to the closest child who hasn’t answered.) 
 
Question: Why do you think Jesus is so special? 
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WHERE DID JESUS GO? (Application Activity) 
Supplies: Jesus picture (1 per group) 
 
Say: In our true Bible story for today, Mary and Joseph looked for Jesus for 3 days. We’re going 
to play a game where we have to look for Jesus too.  
 
Directions: Sit in a circle with the children. Choose one child and have them close their eyes, 
then quietly give the picture of Jesus to a different child in the circle. Have all of the children put 
their hands behind their back, then have the child open their eyes. Give the child three guesses 
to find Jesus. Have them say, “Where oh where did Jesus go? I think He went to you,” then 
have them point to a child. If they find Jesus, have the whole group say, “Jesus is the special 
Son of God.” If they don’t find Jesus, have the child answer the question below.  
 
Question: How do you think Mary and Joseph felt when they couldn’t find Jesus? 
 
 
BLUBBERING BALLOON (Bible Memorization Activity) 
Supplies: Balloon (1 per group) 
 
Today’s Bible verse: 
“God (point up) so loved (hug yourself) the world (make a large circle with your arms) that he 
gave his one and only Son (pretend to rock a baby in your arms).” John 3:16 (extend hands like 
you’re holding a book). 
 
Directions: Practice the above verse with the children a few times. When ready, blow up a 
balloon. Pinch it closed, but do not tie it off. Count to 3, then release the balloon so that it flutters 
and flies through the air. Challenge the children to recite the entire verse before the balloon runs 
out of air and falls to the ground. Repeat multiple times. If the children struggle to finish the 
verse before the balloon runs out of air, give them a head start before releasing the balloon. 
 
 
QUICK DRAW (Bible Story Review Activity) 
Supplies: Blank piece of paper (1 per child), markers or crayons 
 
Directions: Give each child a sheet of paper and some markers or crayons. Tell them to draw 
the pictures below one at a time. (Each of the pictures were previously drawn as a part of the 
Bible storytelling time.) As the children are drawing the pictures, ask them to recount the part of 
the story that goes along with that picture. They should be able to remember, but if necessary, 
you can use the short description to give them hints or remind them. Continue until the entire 
story has been recounted. 
 
Pictures: 

• Balloons—Mary and Joseph took Jesus to a festival. 
• Man with a beard—Mary and Joseph went back to their house. 
• Eyes—Mary and Joseph couldn’t find Jesus. They looked everywhere. 
• The number 3—After 3 days, they found Jesus at the Temple. He was listening to the 

teachers and asking questions. Everyone who heard Jesus was amazed. 
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• Worried Face—Mary was so worried, but Jesus said, “Didn’t you know I had to be in my 
Father’s house? 

 
 
MY FAMILY (Response to God Activity) 
Supplies: GO! Home Guide (1 per child), crayons. 
 
Directions: Give each child a GO! Home Guide and some crayons or markers. The sheet will 
have a space for children to draw. Tell the children to draw a picture of their family. When 
finished, have the children show their picture to the group and tell about it. 
 
Say: In today’s true Bible story, Mary and Joseph looked for Jesus when He was lost. Jesus 
had a family that loved Him very much. You have a family that loves you very much too! Let’s 
say a prayer and thank God for giving us our family. 
 
Prayer: Begin by asking if any of the children would like to pray. Allow any children who want to 
pray the opportunity to do so. When they’re finished, thank God for giving you and the children 
families that love you very much. 
 
 
COLORING SHEET AND SNACK TIME (GO! Deeper Activity) 
Supplies: Bible story coloring sheet (1 per child), markers or crayons, snack of your choice, 
napkins. 
 
Directions: Give each child a Bible story coloring sheet and some crayons or markers. While 
the children are coloring, give them a snack to eat and ask the following questions to help them 
go deeper into the story: 
 
Question: What was your favorite part of today’s story? Why did you like that part? 
 
Question: When Jesus was at the Temple, He asked the teachers lots of questions. What 
questions do you have about God? 
 
 


