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Quick Draw 
Dinner with Sinners 
 

 
 

 

  
As a child, I was fully convinced that the toy store was a modern day Eden. It had all that 

I could ever hope for—Nerf guns and Legos, coloring books and trading cards, bouncy balls and 
candy. It was paradise. 

But like the biblical Eden, this too had one restriction. “With every toy in the toy store 
thou may play, but thou art not to stray from my side; for in the day that thou strayeth, thou shalt 
surely be delivered into the hands of kidnappers.” I’m sure my mom didn’t speak like King 
James, but that’s how I remember it. 

On one particularly memorable trip to the toy store, I decided to rebel. I wandered off 
from my mom while she tried to stop my two-year-old brother from taking a plastic baseball bat 
to the Barbie display. After a few minutes, I realized that my little moment of independence had, 
in fact, resulted in what felt like an irreconcilable separation between me and my mom. I had 
expected freedom, but I experienced fear. Within a few minutes (though it seemed like hours), I 
could hear my mom calling my name. She was looking for me. She was seeking the rebellious 
little girl that had strayed from the safety of her side. 

Like a mother searching for her rebellious child, Jesus comes seeking sinners. He 
doesn’t leave them to wander aimlessly. He does not abandon them. He does not condemn 
them. Instead, He searches after His precious children and invites them to come back to Him. 

As the writer of Hebrews said, “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts 
as you did in the rebellion.” Instead, come back to the safety of His side. 
 
 
Casey Jordan 
GO! Contributor 
 
 

BIG IDEA: Jesus wants me to love everyone. 

BIBLE BASIS: Matthew 9:9-13 

KEY VERSE: “Love your neighbor as you love yourself.” Mark 12:31 
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Defeating the Villains of Large Group Interaction 
 
Too much of a talking head can be terribly boring for most kids. That’s why GO! is filled with 
opportunities for kids to be part of the action. Inviting kids to interact during the Large Group is a 
great way to foster active learning and it gives them ownership of the lesson, but it’s not without 
its perils. Even the best of kids can have villainous tendencies that jeopardize a lesson. If you 
want to become an “Inter-Action Hero,” here are a few alter egos to be on the lookout for, as 
well as some ways to counteract them: 
 
The Joker: He’s just out for a good laugh! And there’s nothing wrong with that as long as it 
doesn’t detract from the lesson. Inviting a kid to respond or participate requires trust, though. If 
the Joker’s antics become disrespectful or distracting, talk to him privately to let him know he’ll 
only be called on to participate if he can be trusted. 
 
I Forgot Bot: Her hand knows the answer, but it forgot to tell her mouth. If a kid raises her 
hand, but then suddenly goes silent, give her a short moment to remember, but then let her off 
the hook by saying something like, “You keep thinking about it and let me know if you 
remember.” Then go on to the next kid. 

 
Captain Random: He has an answer to the question, it’s just not your question. If a kid begins 
telling you a random story that has nothing to do with your question or the lesson at hand, 
politely interrupt him and tell him you’d love to hear his story later. Keep your word, though, and 
follow up with him afterwards. 
 
The Silent Stare-Masters: They’ll meet your question with a silent stare and then unleash a 
flurry of crickets on you. Sometimes the best way to get great responses from your kids is to 
ASK, GIVE, and CALL. ASK your question, GIVE your own answer or example, and then CALL 
on the kids for theirs. This does two things: it gives them a moment to think and it points them in 
the right direction. 
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Quick—grab a marker and a piece of paper! It’s time to play a fast-paced picture drawing game. 
During “Quick Draw,” the storyteller will draw a simple picture while the preschoolers guess 
what it is. As the pictures unfold, so will the Bible story. It’s a fun-filled picture guessing game 
that helps kids picture the love of Jesus and what it means to grow wise and strong. 

 

• Place a small table in the storytelling area. Set it up with a play dinner set as if you were 
going to have a pretend dinner party. 

• Place the stuffed animal from last week’s lesson in the storytelling area. 
• Place a large paper pad or marker board and markers in the story time area. 
• Create a “Bible Box” and place your storytelling Bible inside. This box will be used every 

week. See the Resource Folder for details on how to make the “Bible Box.” 
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Slide:   show “Quick Draw” title graphic 
Music:  (optional) play upbeat music as children enter the storytelling area 
 
WELCOME AND MUSIC 
 
As children enter the story time area, give them a high-energy welcome—smile, wave, give high 
fives, and tell them you’re glad to see them. For added energy during the transition, play a fun 
song that the children are familiar with. When the children have all arrived, play one worship 
song. 
 
Music:   play one worship song 
 
After the songs, help the children sit down by saying the following rhyme with them: 
 
Topher the Gopher 1, 2, 3. (Clap on each number.) 
Digs a hole right under me. (Make a motion as if digging with a shovel.) 
Slowly I start sinking down. (Twist your body back and forth, lower and lower to the ground.) 
Until I’m sitting on the ground. (Sit down on ground or chair.) 
 
BIG IDEA AND BIBLE VERSE 
 
Large Group Leader: Hello everybody! I’m so happy you’re here today! Do you like drawing 
pictures? (Children respond.) Me too! In just a little bit, I’m going to draw some pictures and 
you’re going to guess what I’m drawing. The pictures will help us learn today’s Bible story. 
 
Today’s true Bible story is going to teach us that Jesus wants me to love everyone. That’s our 
Big Idea for the day. Let’s say it together. (Repeat Big Idea with children.) Jesus wants me to 
love everyone. It’s true! Jesus wants me to love everyone. In fact, that’s what our memory 
verse says. Let me teach it to you. 
 
“Love (hug yourself) your neighbor (point toward children) as you love (hug yourself) yourself 
(point to self).” Mark 12:31 (extend hands like you’re holding a book). 
 
Let’s do that together. (Repeat Memory Verse with children 2 or 3 times.) 
 
STORY TIME RULES 
 
Wow—nice job! I think you are ready for the Bible story. Before we get started, though, I think 
we should go over our three story time rules. 
 
Video:   play “Topher the Gopher Story Time Rules” video 
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QUICK DRAW INTRO 
 
Maybe you can help me out with something. I want to have a pretend dinner party. I even have 
the table all set up and ready to go. (Stand by dinner play set.) There’s just one problem. I don’t 
know if I should invite [insert name of stuffed animal]. (Hold up stuffed animal from previous two 
lessons.) He’s had a rough few weeks. Two weeks ago he got lost in our room, last week he 
bumped his head, and this week he got into a little bit of trouble. You see, he was running inside 
of his house and accidently broke his mom’s favorite picture frame. When his mom asked if he 
broke it, he didn’t tell the truth. He said, “No, I didn’t break it.” Now I don’t know if I should invite 
him to my pretend dinner party. What do you think? Should I invite him even though he made a 
bad choice? (Children will most likely say, “Yes.”) I think you’re right—I should invite him! (Set 
stuffed animal on the table with the dinner set.) 
 
You know what—that reminds me of today’s true Bible story. In today’s story, Jesus has a 
dinner party with some people who made some bad choices. Do you want to hear about it? If 
so, wiggle your fingers in the air. (Children wiggle fingers.) Great! First, let’s get our Bible out of 
the super-duper Bible box. (Move to the Bible Box.) I need your help getting the Bible out, 
though. We need to say our special Bible words together. Repeat these special words after me: 
It’s true, it’s true, the Bible is true! 
 
(Repeat the words with the children, then turn on the Bible Box light so that the Bible is 
revealed. Optional: play the Bible Box sound effect when you turn the light on.) 
 
Sound:  (optional) play the “Bible Box” sound effect 
 
(After the Bible is revealed, open the box and take it out. Hold the open Bible in front of you.) 
 
Slide:   show the “Dinner with Sinners” slide 
 
BIG BIBLE STORY—DINNER WITH SINNERS 
 
It’s time to play our picture guessing game. See if you can guess what I’m drawing.  
 
(Draw some paper money and coins. Encourage the children to guess what it is. If necessary, 
give clues.)  
 
That’s right—it’s money. In the Bible, in the Book of Matthew, there was a tax collector named 
Matthew. A tax collector is someone who collected money from people. But a lot of tax 
collectors were not nice. They took more money than they were supposed to. On the count of 3, 
let’s shout, “That’s stealing!” (Count to 3 and shout.) 
 
(Draw a house. Encourage the children to guess what it is.) 
 
You got it—it’s a house. One day, as Jesus was walking along, he saw Matthew, the tax 
collector, sitting down. Jesus said to him, “Follow me.” So Matthew got up and followed Jesus to 
His house. Let’s stand up and pretend to walk with Jesus to His house. (March in place while 
chanting the following lines.) Say this with me. “We’re walking, we’re walking, we’re walking with 
Jesus. We’re walking, we’re walking, we’re walking with Jesus. We’re walking, we’re walking, 
we’re walking with Jesus. And stop! (Have children sit down.)  
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(Draw a dinner plate with fork and knife. Encourage the children to guess what it is.) 
 
Great job—it’s a dinner plate. When they arrived at the house, Jesus invited Matthew inside to 
have dinner with him. While they were eating, a bunch of other people joined the dinner party 
too. The people who came were sinners. That means they had made some bad choices. What 
kind of bad choices do you think they might have made? (Take answers.) Great answers! 
Maybe they told a lie. Maybe they said something mean. Maybe they stole something like 
Matthew had done.  
 
(Draw a mad face with slanted eyebrows. Encourage the children to guess what it is.) 
 
Way to go—it’s a mad face. Can you show me your best mad face? (Children make mad face.) 
There was a group of people called the Pharisees who didn’t like Jesus. When the Pharisees 
saw that Jesus was having dinner with a tax collector and other sinners, they were mad. They 
didn’t think Jesus should be eating with people who make bad choices and do bad things. 
 
(Draw a stethoscope. Encourage the children to guess what it is.) 
 
You’re right—it’s a stethoscope. That’s what a doctor uses. Jesus said to the Pharisees, 
“People who are feeling good don’t need a doctor. People who are sick need a doctor.” What 
Jesus was saying is that He’s kind of like a doctor, but instead of making your sickness go 
away, He makes your sins go away. He forgives you for the bad choices you make. He forgives 
you (point to child), and you (continue pointing to different children), and you, and you, and you, 
and me too! Jesus forgives everyone who loves and follows Him. 
 
MUSIC AND CLOSING 
 
(Encourage the children to stand up. Lead them in a worship song. Following the song, use the 
rhyme from earlier to help the children sit down again.) 
 
Music:   play one worship song 
 
In today’s true Bible story, Jesus had dinner with Matthew and the other sinners. Even though 
they made bad choices, Jesus still loved them and wanted to spend time with them.  
 
Do you think Jesus still loves us when we make bad choices? (Children respond.) Yes He does! 
Does He love us when we lie? (Children respond) Yes He does! Does He love us when we say 
mean words? (Children respond) Yes He does! Does He love us when we push our friend? 
(Children respond) Yes He does! Jesus doesn’t want us to make bad choices, but he still loves 
us when we do. Do you think Jesus still wants us to love other people who make bad choices? 
(Children respond.) Yes He does! Jesus wants me to love everyone! 
 
TOPHER’S BIG IDEA 
 
Hey—that’s our Big Idea for today! I think we should tell it to our parents when we see them. 
Maybe we should practice first. (Appear to be thinking.) Hmm…who could we practice telling? I 
know! We could tell our friend, Topher the Gopher. Let’s see if we can find him. 
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Video:  play “Topher’s Big Idea Video 1” 
 
(Whisper.) Uh-oh. It looks like Topher is asleep. I think we should wake him up. When he wakes 
up, we can all tell him that Jesus wants me to love everyone. On the count of 3, let’s all yell, 
“Topher the Gopher, wake up, wake up!” (Count to 3 and yell with kids. Then play “Topher’s Big 
Idea Video 2”.) 
 
Video:  play “Topher’s Big Idea Video 2” 
 
Topher: Hey, what’s the Big Idea? 
 
Children and Large Group Leader: Jesus wants me to love everyone. (Repeat the Big Idea 
several times. When finished, play “Topher’s Big Idea Video 3”.) 
 
Video:  play “Topher’s Big Idea Video 3” 
 
Topher: Wow! That is a Big Idea! Thanks for telling me! Goodbye kids. (Encourage kids to 
wave goodbye to Topher as he disappears back into his hole.) 
 
Large Group Leader: Let’s say a prayer together and ask Jesus to help us love everyone, even 
people who make bad choices. (Encourage kids to repeat the following prayer after you.) 
 
Dear Jesus, 
Thank you for loving me 
When I make bad choices. 
Help me to love other people 
When they make bad choices too. 
Amen. 
 


