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Quick Draw 
Young Jesus in the Temple 
 

 
 

 

  
I am not quite sure how we managed to dodge it for so long, but after a year and a half, 

the moment finally came—my daughter’s first taste of ice cream. And as a self-proclaimed 
“connoisseur of the cream,” I saw to it that her first encounter wasn’t the cheap stuff. It was 
unthinkable that my first child’s pallet would touch anything but the crème de la résistance... 
Gelato. At first bite the cold came as shock, but then her eyes widened, and from that point on, 
she was ruined. She had tasted the good stuff and there would be no going back.  

In the story for today, when Jesus entered the temple at the age of twelve, (one year 
away from accountability as a Jewish boy), he was just finishing the first part of the formal 
Jewish education system. This first phase of education, known as the Bet Ha-Sefer or “House of 
the book,” was their equivalent to our modern-day elementary school. During this time, children 
would memorize vast sums of the Torah and lay the foundation for what would be a life devoted 
to God and His law. However, before a child began his schooling in the Bet Ha-Sefer, it’s 
recorded that the instructing Rabbi would place honey on the tongue of the new students. It’s 
believed that the rabbis were reaching back to the ancient text of “Taste and see that the Lord is 
good” from Psalm 34:8. For the past six years, Jesus had been tasting the goodness of his 
Father and now we find Jesus in his “Father’s House.” In fact, the way Jesus describes it is that 
he “had to be” there.  

This phrase “had to be” has been rendered by scholars to mean various things 
throughout the years. However, the main consensus is that Jesus was communicating the plan 
that his Father had for him apart from the life of his earthly family. The same can be true about 
us. As we grow up, we begin to discover the plans that God has for us. We uncover the ways 
that our Father has gifted us and He lays opportunities for us to follow Him wherever He leads. 
For some of us, it’s starting a business. For others of us, it’s moving across the country and 
away from family. For others still, it’s staying home and starting a family. What God calls us to 
do is sometimes “radical” and other times “normal,” but whatever our Father leads us to is 

BIG IDEA: Jesus is the special Son of God. 

BIBLE BASIS: Luke 2:41-52 

KEY VERSE: “God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son.” 
John 3:16 
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nothing short of extraordinary because it’s how He has designed us. Os Guinness puts it this 
way: “The truth is not that God is finding us a place for our gifts, but that God has created us 
and our gifts for a place of his choosing—and we will only be ourselves when we are finally 
there.”  

God has a purpose for us. Continue listening to Him. Spend time in His house. Take 
steps to pursue His calling in your life. And know that once you have tasted that calling, there is 
no going back.  
 

John Garrison 
GO! Contributor 
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Defeating the Villains of Large Group Interaction 
 
Too much of a talking head can be terribly boring for most kids. That’s why GO! is filled with 
opportunities for kids to be part of the action. Inviting kids to interact during the Large Group is a 
great way to foster active learning and it gives them ownership of the lesson, but it’s not without 
its perils. Even the best of kids can have villainous tendencies that jeopardize a lesson. If you 
want to become an “Inter-Action Hero,” here are a few alter egos to be on the lookout for, as 
well as some ways to counteract them: 
 
The Joker: He’s just out for a good laugh! And there’s nothing wrong with that as long as it 
doesn’t detract from the lesson. Inviting a kid to respond or participate requires trust, though. If 
the Joker’s antics become disrespectful or distracting, talk to him privately to let him know he’ll 
only be called on to participate if he can be trusted. 
 
I Forgot Bot: Her hand knows the answer, but it forgot to tell her mouth. If a kid raises her 
hand, but then suddenly goes silent, give her a short moment to remember, but then let her off 
the hook by saying something like, “You keep thinking about it and let me know if you 
remember.” Then go on to the next kid. 

 
Captain Random: He has an answer to the question, it’s just not your question. If a kid begins 
telling you a random story that has nothing to do with your question or the lesson at hand, 
politely interrupt him and tell him you’d love to hear his story later. Keep your word, though, and 
follow up with him afterwards. 
 
The Silent Stare-Masters: They’ll meet your question with a silent stare and then unleash a 
flurry of crickets on you. Sometimes the best way to get great responses from your kids is to 
ASK, GIVE, and CALL. ASK your question, GIVE your own answer or example, and then CALL 
on the kids for theirs. This does two things: it gives them a moment to think and it points them in 
the right direction. 
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Quick—grab a marker and a piece of paper! It’s time to play a fast-paced picture drawing game. 
During “Quick Draw,” the storyteller will draw a simple picture while the preschoolers guess 
what it is. As the pictures unfold, so will the Bible story. It’s a fun-filled picture guessing game 
that helps kids picture the love of Jesus and what it means to grow wise and strong. 

 

• Hide a stuffed animal somewhere in the preschool room. 
• Place a large paper pad or marker board and markers in the story time area. 
• Create a “Bible Box” and place your storytelling Bible inside. This box will be used every 

week. See the Resource Folder for details on how to make the “Bible Box.” 
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Slide:   show “Quick Draw” title graphic 
Music:  (optional) play upbeat music as children enter the storytelling area 
 
WELCOME AND MUSIC 
 
As children enter the story time area, give them a high-energy welcome—smile, wave, give high 
fives, and tell them you’re glad to see them. For added energy during the transition, play a fun 
song that the children are familiar with. When the children have all arrived, play one worship 
song. 
 
Music:   play one worship song. 
 
After the songs, help the children sit down by saying the following rhyme with them: 
 
Topher the Gopher 1, 2, 3. (Clap on each number.) 
Digs a hole right under me. (Make a motion as if digging with a shovel.) 
Slowly I start sinking down. (Twist your body back and forth, lower and lower to the ground.) 
Until I’m sitting on the ground. (Sit down on ground or chair.) 
 
BIG IDEA AND BIBLE VERSE 
 
Large Group Leader: Hello my friends! I’m so, so glad you’re here at church today. Do you 
know what I love? I love drawing pictures! In just a little bit, I’m going to draw some pictures and 
you’re going to guess what I’m drawing. The pictures will help us learn today’s Bible story. 
 
Today’s true Bible story is going to teach us that Jesus is the special Son of God. That’s our 
Big Idea for the day. Let’s say it together. (Repeat Big Idea with children.) Jesus is the special 
Son of God. It’s true! Jesus is the special Son of God. In fact, that’s what our memory verse 
from the Bible tells us. Let me teach it to you. 
 
“God (point up) so loved (hug yourself) the world (make a large circle with your arms) that he 
gave his one and only Son (pretend to rock a baby in your arms).” John 3:16 (extend hands like 
you’re holding a book). 
 
Let’s do that together. (Repeat Memory Verse with children 2 or 3 times.) 
 
STORY TIME RULES 
 
Wow—nice job! I think you are ready for the Bible story. Before we get started, though, I think 
we should go over our three story time rules. 
 
Video:   play “Topher the Gopher Story Time Rules” video 
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QUICK DRAW INTRO 
 
I need your help with something. You see, today I brought a special stuffed animal with me. His 
name is [insert name of stuffed animal]. I wanted to introduce you to him, but now I can’t find 
him anywhere. I think he’s lost! Maybe you can help me find him. (Describe what the stuffed 
animal looks like.) Stay where you’re seated, but look around the room to see if you can find 
him. Do you think he’s over here? (Look in several of the wrong spots before finding the stuffed 
animal.) We found him! I was starting to get worried that he would be lost forever. 
 
Have you ever lost something very special? What did you lose? (Take a few answers.) You 
know what—that reminds me of today’s true Bible story. In today’s story, Mary and Joseph lose 
something very, very special—they lose Jesus!  
 
If you’re ready to hear that story, give me two big thumbs up. (Children give thumbs up.) Great! 
First, let’s get our Bible out of the super-duper Bible box. (Move to the Bible Box.) I need your 
help getting the Bible out, though. We need to say our special Bible words together. Repeat 
these special words after me: It’s true, it’s true, the Bible is true! 
 
(Repeat the words with the children, then turn on the Bible Box light so that the Bible is 
revealed. Optional: play the Bible Box sound effect when you turn the light on.) 
 
Sound:  (optional) play the “Bible Box” sound effect 
 
(After the Bible is revealed, open the box and take it out. Hold the open Bible in front of you.) 
 
Slide:   show the “Young Jesus in the Temple” slide 
 
BIG BIBLE STORY—YOUNG JESUS IN THE TEMPLE 
 
It’s time to play our picture guessing game. See if you can guess what I’m drawing.  
 
(Draw some balloons. Encourage the children to guess what it is. If necessary, give clues.)  
 
That’s right—they’re party balloons. When Jesus was 12 years old, Mary and Joseph took him 
to the Festival of the Passover. A Festival is kind of like a party. The people were celebrating 
how God helped them escape from Egypt. 
 
(Draw a house. Encourage the children to guess what it is.) 
 
You got it—it’s a house. After the festival was over, Mary and Joseph went back to their house. 
Let’s stand up and pretend like we’re walking with Mary and Joseph. (Walk in place with the 
children while chanting the following lines.) We’re walking, we’re walking, we’re walking to our 
house. We’re walking, we’re walking, we’re walking to our house. We’re walking, we’re walking, 
we’re walking to our house. And stop. After walking for one day, Mary and Joseph realized they 
were missing someone—they were missing Jesus! (Encourage children to sit down.) 
 
(Draw two eyes. Encourage the children to guess what it is.) 
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Great job—they’re eyes. Mary and Joseph looked everywhere for Jesus. They looked high. Can 
you look up high with me? (Children look high.) They looked low. Can you look down low with 
me? (Children look low.) They looked this way and that way. Can you look this way and that 
way with me? (Children look from side to side.) They couldn’t find Jesus anywhere, so they 
turned around and went back to the festival to look for Him there. 
 
(Draw the number 3. Encourage the children to guess what it is.) 
 
Way to go—it’s the number 3. Let’s count to 3 together. (Count to 3 with children.) After 3 days, 
Mary and Joseph found Jesus in the temple courts. The Temple was a like a church where 
people learned about God. Jesus was listening to the teachers and asking them questions. 
Everyone who heard Jesus was amazed! Jesus was a kid, but He knew so much about God 
and He gave great answers to the teacher’s questions. 
 
(Draw a church. Encourage the children to guess what it is.) 
 
You’re right—it’s a church. When Mary saw Jesus, she said, “My son, we were so worried about 
you. We’ve been looking for you everywhere. Can you show me your best worried face? 
(Children make worried face.) Jesus said, “Why were you looking for me? Didn’t you know I had 
to be in my Father’s house?” (Point to drawing of the church.)  After that day, Jesus continued to 
grow wise (point to head) and strong (flex muscles), and He was liked by both God and people. 
 
MUSIC AND CLOSING 
 
(Encourage the children to stand up. Lead them in a worship song. Following the song, use the 
rhyme from earlier to help the children sit down again.) 
 
Music:   play one worship song 
 
In a lot of ways, Jesus was just like us. He was a kid. Can you give the kid next to you a high 
five? (High five a child.) He went to church. Can you shout, “Amen”? (Shout “Amen” with 
children.) He listened to His teachers. Can you cup your ears like you’re listening? (Cup ears 
with children.) He grew up wise and strong. Can you show me your muscles? (Flex muscles 
with children.) But in some ways, Jesus was very different from us. 
 
In today’s Bible story, Jesus was only a kid, but He knew more about God than anyone. And 
when His mom found Him, Jesus said He had to be in His Father’s house. Do you know who 
Jesus’ father is? (Children respond.) Jesus’ father is God.  
 
Jesus looked like a regular kid, but He was way, way more than that. Jesus is the special Son 
of God. 
 
TOPHER’S BIG IDEA 
 
Hey—that’s our Big Idea for today! I think we should tell it to our parents when we see them. 
Maybe we should practice first. (Appear to be thinking.) Hmm…who could we practice telling? I 
know! We could tell our friend, Topher the Gopher. Let’s see if we can find him. 
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Video:  play “Topher’s Big Idea Video 1” 
 
(Whisper.) Uh-oh. It looks like Topher is asleep. I think we should wake him up. When he wakes 
up, we can all tell him that Jesus is the special Son of God. On the count of 3, let’s all yell, 
“Topher the Gopher, wake up, wake up!” (Count to 3 and yell with kids. Then play “Topher’s Big 
Idea Video 2”.) 
 
Video:  play “Topher’s Big Idea Video 2” 
 
Topher: Hey, what’s the Big Idea? 
 
Children and Large Group Leader: Jesus is the special Son of God. (Repeat the Big Idea 
several times. When finished, play “Topher’s Big Idea Video 3”.) 
 
Video:  play “Topher’s Big Idea Video 3” 
 
Topher: Wow! That is a Big Idea! Thanks for telling me! Goodbye kids. (Encourage kids to 
wave goodbye to Topher as he disappears back into his hole.) 
 
Large Group Leader: Let’s say a prayer together and praise God for giving us His special Son, 
Jesus. (Encourage kids to repeat the following prayer after you.) 
 
Dear God, 
Jesus is so, so special. 
He is your one and only Son. 
Thank you for giving Him to us. 
So we can live forever in Heaven. 
Amen. 
 


