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Quick Draw 
Anna and Simeon 
 

 
 

 

  
It’s amazing how quickly we forget. And it’s not just the little things that slip our mind; we 

tend to forget monumental occasions too—occasions where God has shown Himself in real and 
powerful ways. When you read scripture, though, it’s clear that this isn’t a new phenomenon. 
Throughout the Bible, we see instances of God instructing His people to do something that will 
help them mark a moment and remember His past faithfulness in times to come. Examples 
include the celebration of Passover, the building of a monument of stones taken from the Jordan 
River when the Israelites crossed into the Promised Land, and the instructions Jesus gave at 
the Last Supper.  

Unfortunately, our busy culture rarely stops to recognize, remember, or celebrate what 
has happened in the past—especially when it’s connected to God’s work. Sometime this week, 
take a moment to remember God’s faithfulness to you. On a page in your Bible, your devotional 
book, or a journal, jot down some of the ways God has shown His faithfulness to you over the 
past year. As you remember, praise God for His unending faithfulness to you and your family. 
 
 
Rebecca Crews 
GO! Team Member 
 
 

 

BIG IDEA: Jesus is the special Son of God. 

BIBLE BASIS: Luke 2:21-40 

KEY VERSE: “God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son.” 
John 3:16 
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Defeating the Villains of Large Group Interaction 
 
Too much of a talking head can be terribly boring for most kids. That’s why GO! is filled with 
opportunities for kids to be part of the action. Inviting kids to interact during the Large Group is a 
great way to foster active learning and it gives them ownership of the lesson, but it’s not without 
its perils. Even the best of kids can have villainous tendencies that jeopardize a lesson. If you 
want to become an “Inter-Action Hero,” here are a few alter egos to be on the lookout for, as 
well as some ways to counteract them: 
 
The Joker: He’s just out for a good laugh! And there’s nothing wrong with that as long as it 
doesn’t detract from the lesson. Inviting a kid to respond or participate requires trust, though. If 
the Joker’s antics become disrespectful or distracting, talk to him privately to let him know he’ll 
only be called on to participate if he can be trusted. 
 
I Forgot Bot: Her hand knows the answer, but it forgot to tell her mouth. If a kid raises her 
hand, but then suddenly goes silent, give her a short moment to remember, but then let her off 
the hook by saying something like, “You keep thinking about it and let me know if you 
remember.” Then go on to the next kid. 

 
Captain Random: He has an answer to the question, it’s just not your question. If a kid begins 
telling you a random story that has nothing to do with your question or the lesson at hand, 
politely interrupt him and tell him you’d love to hear his story later. Keep your word, though, and 
follow up with him afterwards. 
 
The Silent Stare-Masters: They’ll meet your question with a silent stare and then unleash a 
flurry of crickets on you. Sometimes the best way to get great responses from your kids is to 
ASK, GIVE, and CALL. ASK your question, GIVE your own answer or example, and then CALL 
on the kids for theirs. This does two things: it gives them a moment to think and it points them in 
the right direction. 
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Quick—grab a marker and a piece of paper! It’s time to play a fast-paced picture drawing game. 
During “Quick Draw,” the storyteller will draw a simple picture while the preschoolers guess 
what it is. As the pictures unfold, so will the Bible story. It’s a fun-filled picture guessing game 
that helps kids picture the love of Jesus and what it means to grow wise and strong. 

 

• Place a large paper pad or marker board and markers in the story time area. 
• Create a “Bible Box” and place your storytelling Bible inside. This box will be used every 

week. See the Resource Folder for details on how to make the “Bible Box.” 
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Slide:   show “Quick Draw” title graphic 
Music:  (optional) play upbeat music as children enter the storytelling area 
 
WELCOME AND MUSIC 
 
As children enter the story time area, give them a high-energy welcome—smile, wave, give high 
fives, and tell them you’re glad to see them. For added energy during the transition, play a fun 
song that the children are familiar with. When the children have all arrived, play one worship 
song. 
 
Music:   play one worship song 
 
After the songs, help the children sit down by saying the following rhyme with them: 
 
Topher the Gopher 1, 2, 3. (Clap on each number.) 
Digs a hole right under me. (Make a motion as if digging with a shovel.) 
Slowly I start sinking down. (Twist your body back and forth, lower and lower to the ground.) 
Until I’m sitting on the ground. (Sit down on ground or chair.) 
 
BIG IDEA AND BIBLE VERSE 
 
Large Group Leader: Hello everybody, I’m so, so excited that you’re here today! Do you know 
why? It’s because we’re going to play a super fun picture guessing game. I’m going to draw 
some pictures and you’re going to guess what I’m drawing. Best of all, our pictures will help us 
tell today’s Bible story. 
 
Today’s true Bible story is going to teach us that Jesus is the special Son of God. That’s our 
Big Idea for the day. Let’s say it together. (Repeat Big Idea with children.) Jesus is the special 
Son of God. It’s true! Jesus is the special Son of God. In fact, that’s what our memory verse 
from the Bible tells us. Let me teach it to you. 
 
“God (point up) so loved (hug yourself) the world (make a large circle with your arms) that he 
gave his one and only Son (pretend to rock a baby in your arms).” John 3:16 (extend hands like 
you’re holding a book). 
 
Let’s do that together. (Repeat Memory Verse with children 2 or 3 times.) 
 
STORY TIME RULES 
 
Wow—nice job! I think you are ready for the Bible story. Before we get started, though, I think 
we should go over our three story time rules. 
 
Video:   play “Topher the Gopher Story Time Rules” video 
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QUICK DRAW INTRO 

 
Have you ever held a baby in your arms? (Children respond.) When you hold a baby, you have 
to be so, so careful. Let’s pretend like we’re carefully holding a baby in our arms. (Pretend with 
children.) Great job! Hmm...I wonder what else we could do while we’re holding the baby. I 
know—let’s pretend to rock the baby. (Pretend with children.) Way to go! Now let’s pretend to 
kiss the baby on the forehead. (Pretend with children.) Nice job! What else can we do while 
we’re holding the baby? (Take a few suggestions and act them out with the children.) 
 
In today’s true Bible story, there’s a man and a woman who got to hold a baby just like we’re 
doing. But the baby they were holding was a very, very special baby. Can you guess who the 
baby was? (Children answer.) That’s right—it was baby Jesus! If you’re ready to hear that story, 
pretend to lay your baby down and give me two big thumbs up. (Children lay baby down and 
give thumbs up.) Great! First, let’s get our Bible out of the super-duper Bible box. (Move to the 
Bible Box.) I need your help getting the Bible out, though. We need to say our special Bible 
words together. Repeat these special words after me: It’s true, it’s true, the Bible is true! 
 
(Repeat the words with the children, then turn on the Bible Box light so that the Bible is 
revealed. Optional: play the Bible Box sound effect when you turn the light on.) 
 
Sound:  (optional) play the “Bible Box” sound effect 
 
(After the Bible is revealed, open the box and take it out. Hold the open Bible in front of you.) 
 
Slide:   show the “Anna and Simeon” slide 
 
BIG BIBLE STORY—ANNA AND SIMEON 
 
It’s time to play our picture guessing game. See if you can guess what I’m drawing.  
 
(Draw a picture of a baby. Encourage the children to guess what it is. If necessary, give clues.)  
 
That’s right—it’s a baby. Not just any baby, though. It’s baby Jesus! In the Bible, in the Book of 
Luke, Mary and Joseph took baby Jesus to the Temple in the city of Jerusalem. The Temple 
was like a church where people learn about and worship God. Let’s stand up and pretend like 
we’re walking to the Temple with Mary and Joseph. (March in place with the children while 
chanting the following lines.) We’re walking, we’re walking, we’re walking to the Temple. We’re 
walking, we’re walking, we’re walking to the Temple. We’re walking, we’re walking, we’re 
walking to the Temple. And stop. (Direct children to take a seat.) 
 
(Draw a picture of a man with a beard. Encourage the children to guess what it is.) 
 
You got it—it’s a man. When Mary and Joseph got to the Temple, there was a man named 
Simeon who loved God very much. God told Simeon that before he died, he would get to see 
the promised Savior. When Simeon saw baby Jesus, he knew it was Him—the promised Savior, 
the special Son of God. 
 
(Draw a picture of eyes. Encourage the children to guess what it is.) 
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Great job—they’re eyes. Simeon held baby Jesus in his arms and praised God. He said, “My 
eyes have seen your salvation. He is here for everyone to see. He is the light of the world and 
the glory of Israel.” These very special words were about baby Jesus. It was Simeon’s way of 
shouting “Hooray!” to God. On the count of 3, let’s shout, “Hooray!” to God. (Count to 3 and 
shout.) When Mary and Joseph heard what Simeon said, they were so amazed.  
 
(Draw a picture of a woman with long hair. Encourage the children to guess what it is.) 
 
Way to go—it’s a woman. There was also a woman named Anna who loved God very much and 
worshipped Him night and day. She was really old. Let’s say, “I’m 84 years old” like a really old 
lady. (Say with children.) When Anna saw baby Jesus, she also knew He was the promised 
Savior, the special Son of God. Anna was so happy, she gave thanks to God for baby Jesus 
and told everyone how special he was. 
 
MUSIC AND CLOSING 
 
(Encourage the children to stand up. Lead them in a worship song. Following the song, use the 
rhyme from earlier to help the children sit down again.) 
 
Music:   play one worship song 
 
In a lot of ways, Jesus was just like us. He had 10 fingers. Can you wiggle your fingers in the 
air? (Wiggle fingers with children.) He had a nose. Can you honk your nose? (Honk nose with 
children.) He had a mommy and a daddy who loved Him. Can you give yourself a big hug? (Hug 
yourself with children.) He grew up big and strong. Can you show me your muscles? (Flex 
muscles with children.) But in some ways, Jesus was very different than us. 
 
In today’s Bible story, Anna and Simeon knew that Jesus was special. He was way more than 
just a regular baby—He was the promised Savior, the special Son of God. And when they saw 
Him, they praised God and thanked Him for baby Jesus.  
 
Hey—that gives me an idea. I think we should thank God for baby Jesus too. Let’s get down low 
and quietly count to three, then we can jump up and shout, “Thank you God for baby Jesus!” 
(Repeat a few times.)  
 
Jesus looked like a regular baby, but He was way more than that. Jesus is the special Son of 
God. 
 
TOPHER’S BIG IDEA 
 
Hey—that’s our Big Idea for today! I think we should tell it to our parents when we see them. 
Maybe we should practice first. (Appear to be thinking.) Hmm…who could we practice telling? I 
know! We could tell our friend, Topher the Gopher. Let’s see if we can find him. 
 
 
Video:  play “Topher’s Big Idea Video 1” 
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(Whisper.) Uh-oh. It looks like Topher is asleep. I think we should wake him up. When he wakes 
up, we can all tell him that Jesus is the special Son of God. On the count of 3, let’s all yell, 
“Topher the Gopher, wake up, wake up!” (Count to 3 and yell with kids. Then play “Topher’s Big 
Idea Video 2”.) 
 
Video:  play “Topher’s Big Idea Video 2” 
 
Topher: Hey, what’s the Big Idea? 
 
Children and Large Group Leader: Jesus is the special Son of God. (Repeat the Big Idea 
several times. When finished, play “Topher’s Big Idea Video 3”.) 
 
Video:  play “Topher’s Big Idea Video 3” 
 
Topher: Wow! That is a Big Idea! Thanks for telling me! Goodbye kids. (Encourage kids to 
wave goodbye to Topher as he disappears back into his hole.) 
 
Large Group Leader: Let’s say a prayer together and praise God for giving us His special Son, 
Jesus. (Encourage kids to repeat the following prayer after you.) 
 
Dear God, 
Jesus is so, so special. 
He is your one and only Son. 
Thank you for giving Him to us. 
So we can live forever in Heaven. 
Amen. 
 


