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Maisy Has a Message 
Wise Men Worship Jesus 
 

 

 
 

 
There are over 100 billion stars in our galaxy, a number that I can’t even comprehend. I 

took astronomy in college and I remember when my professor told us that; I couldn’t help but 
think of the Magi. We don’t know much about the Wise Men who traveled to worship Jesus. We 
don’t know exactly where they came from or even how they noticed the new star. I’ve always 
wondered about how the Wise Men knew that Jesus, our King, was waiting for them under that 
star. Perhaps they were familiar with Daniel’s prophecies from Babylon. Perhaps one of them 
received a message from God telling them to follow the star to find our Messiah. Whatever the 
case was, they took a step of faith and went on their journey. When they finally found Jesus, 
they entered His presence with gifts and worship. 

This seems so contrary to the way of the world today. Too often we wait for God to find 
us. We wait for the Savior to seek us out and to give us gifts.  

The holidays, for me, are always so busy. I have a billion other things vying for my 
attention. Sometimes I even find myself over committed with church stuff and I get so distracted 
that I can’t even see the gift that is right in front of me, the star that is shining the brightest, the 
opportunity to serve and worship Jesus, our King. When there are 100 billion other things going 
on in my life, I need a reminder like the Wise Men. I need to seek and worship Jesus for who He 
is. He is our King and so worthy of our worship. This week, as you begin to prepare for this 
lesson, may you be reminded that Jesus is our King, and He deserves your very best.  
 
 
Sandy Riggs 
GO! Contributor 

BIG IDEA: Thank you God for baby Jesus. 

BIBLE BASIS: Matthew 2:1-12 

KEY VERSE: “Let us give thanks to God for his gift.” 2 Corinthians 9:15 
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How to Manage Preschoolers using “Choice Reduction” 

Preschool kids live in a world where the vast majority of choices are made for them, but at the 
same time, they are autonomous individuals who want to feel like they are making their own 
decisions. When an adult’s authority clashes with a child’s autonomy, argument and 
misbehavior are often the result. But with “Choice Reduction,” everybody wins! “Choice 
Reduction” is when you reduce the number of choices for a child to 2 (or 3) choices that are 
acceptable to you, but at the same time allow the child to feel like a decision maker. That’s a 
win-win! Here’s how it can work for you: 
 
Create acceptable choices: Let’s say you’re seated in a circle with the kids during small group 
time. There’s a kid named Noah who can’t stop talking to his friend. He’s not only being a 
distraction to the friend, but he’s a distraction to you and the entire group. So you say to him, 
“Noah, you need to make a choice. Do you want to sit quietly right there next to your friend, or 
do you want to sit quietly next to me?” Most often, the child will select from one of your choices 
and you can stop here. 
 
Restate the choices: Occasionally, a child might try to push for a 3rd, less acceptable, option. 
In this example, Noah might say, “I don’t want to sit here anymore. I want to play with the toys.” 
In that situation, you would say, “That’s not a choice.” Then repeat the two choices: “Would you 
like to sit quietly next to your friend, or do you want to sit quietly next to me?”  
 
State the consequences: Your biggest concern is that Noah sits quietly somewhere in the 
group, you don’t care where. But Noah feels like he has a choice. “I’ll sit quietly by my friend,” 
he says. “That’s a great choice!” you say back to him, then continue. “But if you can’t stick with 
that choice, then I’m going to make the choice for you.”  
 
Follow through: Noah is generally a good kid, so he’ll most likely follow through with his 
choice. But if he doesn’t, you say, “Noah, it looks like you’re struggling to make the right choice, 
so I need you to come sit quietly next to me.” 
 
Nobody likes to be told what to do all the time. You don’t and I don’t. But sometimes we forget 
that kids don’t either. With “Choice Reduction,” everybody gets a choice and everybody wins!  
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Along with your other play time activities, present the following activity to children as they first 
arrive in the preschool room. Choose a leader to facilitate the activity. The activity is designed to 
introduce kids to the Bible story and Big Idea for the day. 
 
HOT OR COLD 
Supplies: Baby Jesus doll (1) 
 
Directions: Have the children close and cover their eyes, then hide the baby Jesus doll 
somewhere in the room. Allow the children to begin looking. If they move in the right direction, 
tell them they are getting hot. If they move in the wrong direction, tell them they are getting cold. 
Continue until they find the hidden baby. Play as many rounds as interest allows. Consider 
letting the children hide the baby, then you look for it. 
 
Say: You did a great job looking for baby Jesus! In today’s true Bible story, there were some 
wise men who go looking for baby Jesus too, but they had a little bit of help finding Him. During 
the story, we’re going to say, “Thank you God for baby Jesus!” 
 
Question: How do you think the Wise Men are going to find baby Jesus? 
 

  

There are multiple activity options designed to help kids remember the Bible story and Big Idea, 
discover personal application, and to respond to God through art, prayer, and Bible reading. 
Offer as many activities as your time and space allows. 
 
FOLLOW THE STAR (Application Activity) 
Supplies: Star printout (1 per group), dowel rod (1 per group), tape (1 roll), baby Jesus doll (1)  
 
Preparation: Ahead of time, print the star on cardstock and cut it out. Tape it to the end of the 
dowel rod. Hide a baby Jesus doll somewhere in the room. 
 
Say: In today’s true Bible story, the Wise Men followed a special star to find Jesus. Let’s 
pretend like we’re the Wise Men and follow the star until we find baby Jesus. 
 
Directions: Tell the children they have to follow the star until they find baby Jesus. Walk around 
the room while holding up the star. Every time you move to a new location in search of Jesus, 
choose a different way for the children to move. You can use the movements from the list below 
or allow the children to make up their own. When you arrive at a location, ask the children, “Is 
baby Jesus here?” If the answer is “no,” move to another location. When you find baby Jesus, 
allow each child to hold the baby and say, “Thank you God for baby Jesus!” 
 
Movements: 

• Hop on one foot 
• Hop on two feet 

• Skip 
• Bear crawl 

• Crab walk 
• Twirl in circles 
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Question: Why do think baby Jesus was so special? Why would the Wise Men travel so far to 
see Him?  
 
 
 
SNOWBALL FIGHT (Bible Memorization Activity) 
Supplies: Crumpled paper (1 piece per child) 
 
Today’s Bible verse: 
“Let us give thanks (extend hands like you’re giving) to God (point up) for his gift (rock a baby in 
your arms).” 2 Corinthians 9:15 (extend hands like you’re holding a book).  
 
Directions: Practice the above verse with the children a few times. When ready, give each child 
a crumpled piece of paper and tell them to pretend like it’s a snowball. Stand about 6 feet from 
the children. Tell the children they can throw their snowball at you, but only after saying the 
Bible verse. As a group, say the verse together, then let the children throw their snowballs. Play 
additional rounds, but for each round, move one step further from the children. 
 
 
REINDEER DASH (Bible Story Review Activity) 
Supplies: Hershey’s Kisses®—holiday colors (1 per child) 
 
Directions: Spread out some Holiday Hershey’s Kisses® on one side of the room (red, silver, 
and green). Tell the children to run like a reindeer across the room, pick up one Hershey’s 
Kiss®, and run back with it. Ask the children who returned with a red Kiss® to recount the 
beginning of today’s Bible story. When finished, ask the children who returned with a silver 
Kiss® to recount the middle of the story. Finally, ask the children who returned with a green 
Kiss® to recount the end of the story. As the children are recounting the story, allow them to eat 
their Hershey’s Kiss®. 
 
 
BABY JESUS PRESENT PICTURE (Response to God Activity) 
Supplies: GO! Home Guide (1 per child), crayons or markers. 
 
Directions: Give each child a GO! Home Guide and some crayons or markers. The sheet will 
have a space for children to draw. Tell the children to draw a present for baby Jesus. It can be 
something special they would like to give Jesus to show their love for Him. When finished, ask 
the children to show their picture and to tell about it. 
 
Say: The Wise Men gave baby Jesus special gifts because He was a very special baby. These 
pictures represent our special gifts to baby Jesus. Let’s say a prayer and tell Jesus that we love 
Him so much. 
 
Prayer: Begin by asking if any of the children would like to pray. Allow any children who want to 
pray the opportunity to do so. When they’re finished, close the prayer by telling Jesus why you 
love Him. 
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COLORING SHEET AND SNACK TIME (GO! Deeper Activity) 
Supplies: Bible story coloring sheet (1 per child), markers or crayons, snack of your choice, 
napkins. 
 
Directions: Give each child a Bible story coloring sheet and some crayons or markers. While 
the children are coloring, give them a snack to eat and ask the following questions to help them 
go deeper into the story: 
 
Question: What do you think it would have been like to see and hold baby Jesus for yourself? 
 
Question: What would you have said to baby Jesus if you could have held Him in your arms? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


