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Maisy Has a Message 
Baby Jesus is Born 
 

 

 

 
When Thomas Edison invented the light bulb in 1879, he had a particular purpose in 

mind. Namely, the light bulb was created to emit light. It was wired to work a certain way and 
perform a certain task. To use it for purposes other than that for which it was created would 
result in disaster.  

Baseball, for instance. Have you ever tried to play baseball with a light bulb? Me neither. 
That’s because we know it would end badly. The light bulb would break and no longer be able to 
provide light as it was intended. 

Imagine that you decided to go ahead and try it anyway. Chances are, it would take 
about one pitch for the light bulb to shatter to pieces. Now imagine someone came along, got 
down on his hands and knees in the dirt, and began putting the light bulb back together. 
Imagine that when he was finished, after hours of diligent labor, the light bulb not only worked 
again, but shone even brighter than before. Would you ever play baseball with a light bulb 
again? Of course not! Lesson learned! 

The truth, though, is that we play baseball with light bulbs every day. 
In the beginning, God created man and woman in His image. We are wired to work a 

certain way and to perform a certain task. Specifically, we were made to represent God. 
When we sin, we are willfully and purposefully going against what God originally 

intended for our lives. Our sin shatters us. 
But on the cross, Jesus put the pieces back together. He restored us to our original 

condition, able to once again represent the God who made us, to shine as we were meant to 
shine.  

During the Christmas season, that is what we celebrate. We celebrate that God, in His 
infinite grace and mercy, gave us the Light of the World so that through His sacrifice, we could 
be restored in the fullness of His love and shine with His light. In the busyness of this season, 
pause for a moment and soak that in.  

 
 

Casey Jordan 
GO! Contributor 

BIG IDEA: Thank you God for baby Jesus. 

BIBLE BASIS: Luke 2:1-20 

KEY VERSE: “Let us give thanks to God for his gift.” 2 Corinthians 9:15 
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How to Manage Preschoolers using “Choice Reduction” 

Preschool kids live in a world where the vast majority of choices are made for them, but at the 
same time, they are autonomous individuals who want to feel like they are making their own 
decisions. When an adult’s authority clashes with a child’s autonomy, argument and 
misbehavior are often the result. But with “Choice Reduction,” everybody wins! “Choice 
Reduction” is when you reduce the number of choices for a child to 2 (or 3) choices that are 
acceptable to you, but at the same time allow the child to feel like a decision maker. That’s a 
win-win! Here’s how it can work for you: 
 
Create acceptable choices: Let’s say you’re seated in a circle with the kids during small group 
time. There’s a kid named Noah who can’t stop talking to his friend. He’s not only being a 
distraction to the friend, but he’s a distraction to you and the entire group. So you say to him, 
“Noah, you need to make a choice. Do you want to sit quietly right there next to your friend, or 
do you want to sit quietly next to me?” Most often, the child will select from one of your choices 
and you can stop here. 
 
Restate the choices: Occasionally, a child might try to push for a 3rd, less acceptable, option. 
In this example, Noah might say, “I don’t want to sit here anymore. I want to play with the toys.” 
In that situation, you would say, “That’s not a choice.” Then repeat the two choices: “Would you 
like to sit quietly next to your friend, or do you want to sit quietly next to me?”  
 
State the consequences: Your biggest concern is that Noah sits quietly somewhere in the 
group, you don’t care where. But Noah feels like he has a choice. “I’ll sit quietly by my friend,” 
he says. “That’s a great choice!” you say back to him, then continue. “But if you can’t stick with 
that choice, then I’m going to make the choice for you.”  
 
Follow through: Noah is generally a good kid, so he’ll most likely follow through with his 
choice. But if he doesn’t, you say, “Noah, it looks like you’re struggling to make the right choice, 
so I need you to come sit quietly next to me.” 
 
Nobody likes to be told what to do all the time. You don’t and I don’t. But sometimes we forget 
that kids don’t either. With “Choice Reduction,” everybody gets a choice and everybody wins!  
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Along with your other play time activities, present the following activity to children as they first 
arrive in the preschool room. Choose a leader to facilitate the activity. The activity is designed to 
introduce kids to the Bible story and Big Idea for the day. 
 
NATIVITY PLAYTIME 
Supplies: Nativity set (1) 
 
Directions: The purpose of this activity is to assess how much the children already know about 
the story of Jesus’ birth. Gather some children around the nativity set. Ask them to tell you the 
Christmas story using the figurines. Encourage them to begin with Mary and Joseph traveling to 
Bethlehem and tell the story all the way through the wise men visiting baby Jesus. 
 
Question: Do you think the story of Jesus being born is true or not true? (Answer: It’s true! The 
story of Jesus is from the Bible and everything in the Bible really happened.) 
 
 

  

There are multiple activity options designed to help kids remember the Bible story and Big Idea, 
discover personal application, and to respond to God through art, prayer, and Bible reading. 
Offer as many activities as your time and space allows. 
 
BABY JESUS DANCE PARTY (Application Activity) 
Supplies: Red and green streamers (2 strips per child), unsharpened pencils or stiff straws (1 
per child), tape (1 roll per group), Music player (1), high-energy Christmas praise song (1)  
 
Say: I’m so happy that baby Jesus was born! He’s the best Christmas present ever! Let’s have 
a baby Jesus dance party and tell God “Thank you” for giving us baby Jesus. 
 
Directions: Give each child an unsharpened pencil or straw and 2 strips of streamers. Tell the 
children to tape one end of each streamer to one end of the pencil. When finished, play a high-
energy Christmas praise song. Encourage the children to hold the pencil like a handle and wave 
the streamers in the air while dancing. At various points throughout the song, pause the music. 
When the music is paused, everyone must freeze and shout, “Thank you God for baby 
Jesus!” Un-pause the music and continue dancing. Repeat until the song is all finished. 
 
Question: What else do you want to say to baby Jesus? (Ex. “I love you baby Jesus.”) Let’s 
count to 3 and shout that to Jesus. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY JESUS (Application Activity) 
Supplies: Cupcakes, cookies or other fun snack (one per child), napkins (one per child), party 
hats (one per child), birthday card printable (one per child), markers or crayons 
 
Say: Who was born on Christmas day? (Take answer.) That’s right—Jesus was born on 
Christmas day. Today, we’re going to celebrate Jesus’ birthday by throwing Him a party. 
 
Directions: Throw a birthday party for Jesus! Give each child a party hat and a fun snack to 
eat. Together as a group, sing “Happy Birthday” to Jesus. When finished, give each child a 
birthday card to color for Jesus. On the backside of the card, they can write a message or draw 
something for Jesus. When finished, collect the cards and hang them on a wall in the room. 
 
Question: What else could we do to celebrate Jesus’ birthday? 
 
 
SNOWBALL FIGHT (Bible Memorization Activity) 
Supplies: Crumpled paper (1 piece per child) 
 
Today’s Bible verse: 
“Let us give thanks (extend hands like you’re giving) to God (point up) for his gift (rock a baby in 
your arms).” 2 Corinthians 9:15 (extend hands like you’re holding a book).  
 
Directions: Practice the above verse with the children a few times. When ready, give each child 
a crumpled piece of paper and tell them to pretend like it’s a snowball. Stand about 6 feet from 
the children. Tell the children they can throw their snowball at you, but only after saying the 
Bible verse. As a group, say the verse together, then let the children throw their snowballs. Play 
additional rounds, but for each round, move one step further from the children. 
 
 
REINDEER DASH (Bible Story Review Activity) 
Supplies: Hershey’s Kisses®—holiday colors (1 per child) 
 
Directions: Spread out some Holiday Hershey’s Kisses® on one side of the room (red, silver, 
and green). Tell the children to run like a reindeer across the room, pick up one Hershey’s 
Kiss®, and run back with it. Ask the children who returned with a red Kiss® to recount the 
beginning of today’s Bible story. When finished, ask the children who returned with a silver 
Kiss® to recount the middle of the story. Finally, ask the children who returned with a green 
Kiss® to recount the end of the story. As the children are recounting the story, allow them to eat 
their Hershey’s Kiss®. 
 
 
I LOVE BABY JESUS (Response to God Activity) 
Supplies: GO! Home Guide (1 per child), crayons or markers. 
 
Directions: Give each child a GO! Home Guide and some crayons or markers. The sheet will 
have a space for children to draw. Tell the children to draw a picture of baby Jesus. When 
finished, ask the children to show their picture and to tell everyone what they love most about 
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baby Jesus. 
 
Say: Baby Jesus is the best gift ever. We’re going to say a prayer and tell God why we love 
baby Jesus so much. 
 
Prayer: Begin by asking if any of the children would like to pray. Allow any children who want to 
pray the opportunity to do so. When they’re finished, close the prayer by thanking God for baby 
Jesus and telling Him why you love Jesus so much. 
 
 
COLORING SHEET AND SNACK TIME (GO! Deeper Activity) 
Supplies: Bible story coloring sheet (1 per child), markers or crayons, snack of your choice, 
napkins. 
 
Directions: Give each child a Bible story coloring sheet and some crayons or markers. While 
the children are coloring, give them a snack to eat and ask the following questions to help them 
go deeper into the story: 
 
Question: Imagine you were holding baby Jesus right now. What would you say to Him? What 
would you do with Him? 
 
Question: What was your favorite part of the Christmas story? Why do you like that part? 
 
 


